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Questionnaire - Part III

Frequency fees in France

1
General questions

Q1

•
Are there any legal texts on the establishment of frequency fees?

Reply:
Yes.

•
If yes, please indicate their references and the date on which they were last updated.

Reply:

In France, frequency bands are divided among the following nine holding entities:

(
seven ministries or administrations (defence, interior, civil aviation, ports and maritime navigation, weather, space, radio astronomy) whose services use frequencies in the discharge of the public missions entrusted to them;

(
two independent authorities, ART (Autorité de Régulation des Télécommunications) and CSA (Conseil Supérieur de l'Audiovisuel), which do not themselves use frequency bands but which allocate bands or assign frequencies to telecommunication operators/users (ART) and audiovisual service operators (CSA).

There are therefore two kinds of fees: those applied to the holding entities and those applied to the beneficiaries of band allocations or frequency assignments.

1
Decree 97-520 of 22 May 1997 stipulates the fee owed by the holding entities that use radio frequencies.

The Decree has never been amended.

2
Regarding the beneficiaries of band allocations and frequency assignments, fees are presently applied only to the bands or frequencies under ART's authority and are governed by the following texts:

(
Articles L.33-1 and L.33-2 of the Posts and Telecommunications Code, which establish the general rule whereby fees are owed for the use of frequencies and for the cost of managing and monitoring them. Article L.33-3 stipulates the cases in which the use of frequencies is not subject to a fee.

The Code was last updated on 25 July 2001, but no changes were introduced regarding fees.

(
Article 36 of the Finance Law for 2001, on the fees relating to IMT-2000 frequencies.

Last updated on 29 December 2001 (Finance Law for 2002, Article 33).

Decree of 3 February 1993, establishing the calculation methods and fee scales for most applications.

Last updated on 21 February 2002. 

The Decree is appended to this reply.

Specifications appended to the authorization to set up networks and to operate them; frequency allocation decision notified by ART. These two types of text establish the amounts of the fees for the special cases mentioned in the Decree of 3 February 1993 in respect of individual cases.

Over 100 authorizations have been granted, and there are therefore over 100 sets of specifications. Checking on when each one was last updated would require a great deal of work, and such information would be of little interest.

Q2

•
What procedure (regulatory, legislative, etc.) is used to review and update your system for setting frequency fees?

Reply:
Generally speaking, a regulatory procedure. In the specific case of IMT-2000, the procedure is legislative.

•
Are reviews conducted at pre-established regular intervals? If yes, please specify:

Reply:
No.

•
Does recourse to market mechanisms (auctions, calls for tenders) to screen applicants for spectrum access require that parliament enact legislation, that the government make a decision, or any other measure? Please specify.

Reply:

For the frequencies under ART's authority, authorization (to use the frequencies) can be refused in only a limited number of cases provided for in the law.

Specifically, the number of authorizations can be limited because of the technical constraints inherent in the spectrum availability. In that case, the telecommunication minister publishes, on ART's proposal, the terms and conditions for the allocation of authorizations.

This procedure was used to allocate the IMT-2000 frequency bands by means of calls for tender, as proposed by ART and approved by the government.

Q3

•
Are the same approaches and principles used to set frequency fees for all users?

Reply:
No.

•
If no:

(
please indicate the methods used to calculate fees or the scales applied to agencies that use frequencies for non-commercial activities.

Reply:
Basically, the holding entities use frequencies to carry out non-commercial activities and owe a fee defined in Decree 97-520 of 22 May 1997 and calculated on the following terms:

The fee is owed for all the bands held by a holding entity under Region 1 of the National Table of Frequency Allocations.

Only the frequencies mentioned in the National Table of Frequency Allocations as being attributed to primary services are taken into account when calculating the fee.

For a given band, the annual amount of the fee R is obtained using one of the following two formulas:

R = a ( F



if
0.0297 GHz < F < 0.96 GHz

R = a ( F ( 0.96/F
if
0.96 GHz < F< 65 GHz
Where:


a is a coefficient whose value is set by decision of the budget minister within a limit of EUR 7.62 million and;


F is the bandwidth held by the holding entity and F is the band's centre frequency; F and F are expressed in GHz.

The fee is not applied to frequency bands or sound or television broadcasting frequencies when those frequencies or bands are actually used by audiovisual communication services. 

In addition, they are not applied to frequency bands or to frequencies in which transmission is prohibited by the Radio Regulations.

Decree 97-520 will enter into force when the decision issued by the budget minister and establishing the value of coefficient a has been published.

Q4

•
In addition to direct frequency fees, certain administrations require the payment of additional spectrum-related charges (for example, for spectrum access, spectrum replanning, management of equipment using the frequencies).


Does your Administration require such payments?

Reply:
Yes.

•
If yes, please specify:

–
the users concerned;

–
the methods used to calculate the charges or the scales applied and the corresponding amounts.

Reply:
There are three kinds of additional charges: contributions for spectrum replanning, management fees related to spectrum use and spectrum-related charges.

1)
Contributions for spectrum replanning

As a rule, the users of frequencies freed as a result of spectrum replanning help reimburse the costs incurred in that replanning.

For example, a total of EUR 38 million was incurred to free the IMT-2000 frequencies, and each of the first two IMT-2000 operators contributed in the amount of EUR 9.5 million.

2)
Management fees related to spectrum use

The users of frequencies managed by ART pay frequency and spectrum management fees for the use, management and monitoring of radio frequencies.

For almost all applications, the spectrum management fee is separate from the frequency fee.

In addition, applications or users that pay no frequency fees may be subject to a spectrum management fee.

The amount of the management fee depends on the application.

For example, for GSM frequencies, each operator must pay a yearly management fee amounting to EUR 152 440.

For other applications, the management fee scale is set forth in the Decree of 3 February 1993, in the specifications appended to the authorizations or in the frequency allocation decisions.

3)
Spectrum-related fees

See the cases of CB users and radio amateurs.

Q5

•
To which institution(s) are the frequency fees and any additional charges collected paid?

Reply:
The frequency fees, spectrum management fees and other charges are paid into the State's general budget.

Depending on the case, contributions to spectrum replanning are paid by the "new users" either to the spectrum replanning fund (FRS in its French acronym) managed by the Agence nationale des fréquences, or directly to the "previous users" if the FRS was not involved in financing the replanning operations.

2
Exemption of payment of frequency fees

Q6

•
Are any applications partially or completely exempted from the payment of frequency fees?

Reply:
Yes.

•
If yes, please specify:

–
the applications concerned;

–
their respective rate of exemption;

–
the method used to calculate the fees or the scale applied, if they differ from those indicated in rows 20 and 21 of the charts in Appendix 2.

Reply:

The following applications are totally exempted from the payment of frequency and management fees:

–
sound or television transmissions and broadcasts,

–
bands or frequencies in which transmission is prohibited by the Radio Regulations,

–
internal radio networks,

–
the low-power, low-range radio facilities in the categories established jointly by the telecommunication, defence and interior ministers,

–
radio installations that do not use frequencies specifically assigned to their user, 

–
radio installations used in auditoriums to render mobile telephones of all kinds incapable of either transmitting or receiving calls within the auditorium.

The fixed or mobile VSATs of independent networks pay no user fees but are liable for the entire amount of the management fee. See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 4).

Q7

•
Are any users partially or wholly exempted from the payment of frequency fees?

Reply:
Yes.

•
If yes, please specify:

–
the users concerned;

–
their respective rate of exemption;

–
the method used to calculate the fees or the scale applied, if they differ from those indicated in rows 20 to 21 of the charts in Appendix 2.

Reply:

Infra-state communities and groups of infra-state communities operating their own private independent radio networks for their own needs benefit from a 50 per cent reduction in frequency fees.

They are liable for the entire management fee.

The following bodies are wholly exempted from the payment of frequency fees:

–
the emergency medical services of public hospitals;

–
fire and rescue services;

–
public and private bodies corporate performing civil defence tasks under the terms established by order of the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the civil defence and budget ministers.

These bodies are liable for the entire amount of the management fee.

3
The application of frequency fees

See replies in charts A to E.

Advantages and disadvantages of each approach

Q8

•
What are the advantages and disadvantages of the approaches currently used by your Administration to establish the amount of frequency fees and any additional charges?

Reply:

4
Updating the ITU report and database on frequency fees and additional charges

Q9

•
How often would you consider it most appropriate to update the report and the database: every 2 years, 3 years, 4 years, ...?

Reply:
Every 2 years.

•
To that end, would your Administration be willing subsequently to complete a similar questionnaire at the regular interval it has indicated above?

Reply:
Yes.

Chart A: FIXED service

	
	



APPLICATIONS


        VARIABLES
	Row
No.
	Radio relay
	Local radio loop
(incl. LMDS, MMDS)
	Links between fixed stations
(incl. HF)
	Local radio networks 
	Independent network radio relays

	Spectrum-related variables
	bandwidth
	1
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y

	
	number of channels
	1bis
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	centre frequency, or band position in the spectrum 
	2
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	Y

	
	exclusive / shared use
	3
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	N

	Variables relating to geographic coverage
	surface area allocated
	4
	Y
	Y
	N
	
	N

	
	distance between transmitter and receiver
	5
	N
	
	Y
	
	N

	Variables relating to equipment and infrastructure
	transmitter power
	6
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	antenna height
	7
	N
	N
	N
	
	N

	
	bit rate or capacity
	8
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	transmitting beam angle 
	9
	N
	
	
	
	N

	
	number of transmitting stations 
	10
	Y
	N
	Y
	N
	Y

	
	number of receiving stations
	11
	Y
	N
	Y
	N
	Y

	
	degressivity
	12
	N
	N
	Y
	N
	Y

	Socio-economic variables

	duration of the authorization / licence
	13
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y

	
	population density
	14
	
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	total population covered
	15
	
	N
	
	
	N

	
	geographic location
	16
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	operator's turnover
	17
	
	N
	N
	
	N

	
	Gross domestic product
	18
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	Other variable(s): please specify
	19
	A001
	N
	A002
	N
	A003

	Methods
used
	calculation formulas and corresponding amounts
	20
	A1
	A2
	N
	N
	A5

	
	scales
	21
	A6
	N
	A8
	A9
	A10

	

	Explanations and grounds, objectives
	22
	A11
	A12
	A13
	A14
	A15

	

	Recourse to market mechanisms
	auctions
	23
	N
	N
	N
	
	N

	
	call for tenders
	24
	N
	N
	N
	
	N

	
	comparative selection (beauty contests)
	25
	N
	A27
	N
	
	N


CHART B: MOBILE service

	
	



APPLICATIONS


        VARIABLES
	Row No.
	2G mobile systems
	3G mobile systems
	Radio- messaging 
	Private independent networks
	Operated independent networks 
	Citizen band
(CB)
	RRI 446
(or family radio)
	Other application(s): please specify

	Spectrum-related variables 
	bandwidth
	1
	Y
	Y
	Y/N
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	Y/N

	
	centre frequency, or band position in the spectrum
	2
	N
	N
	Y/N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N

	
	exclusive / shared use 
	3
	N
	N
	Y/N
	N
	Y
	
	
	Y/N

	Variables relating to geographic coverage
	surface area allocated
	4
	Y
	N
	Y/N
	N
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	
	distance between transmitter and receiver
	5
	
	
	
	Y
	Y
	
	
	Y/N

	Variables relating to equipment and infrastructure
	transmitter power
	6
	
	
	
	N
	N
	Y
	N
	Y/N

	
	antenna height
	7
	
	
	
	N
	N
	N
	
	Y/N

	
	bit rate or capacity
	8
	N
	N
	
	N
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	
	transmitting beam angle
	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y/N

	
	number of transmitting stations
	10
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	Y/N

	
	number of receiving stations
	11
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y
	Y
	
	
	Y/N

	
	degressivity
	12
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y
	Y
	N
	N
	Y/N

	Socio-economic variables

	duration of the authorization / licence
	13
	Y
	Y
	Y/N
	Y
	Y
	N
	
	Y/N

	
	population density
	14
	Y
	N
	Y/N
	N
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	
	total population covered
	15
	Y
	N
	Y/N
	N
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	
	geographic location
	16
	Y
	N
	Y/N
	N
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	
	operator's turnover
	17
	N
	Y
	Y/N
	
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	
	Gross domestic product
	18
	N
	N
	Y/N
	N
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	Other variable(s): please specify
	19
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	N
	B002
	N
	Y/N

	Methods 
used
	calculation formulas and corresponding amounts
	20
	N
	N
	B3
	N
	N
	N
	N
	B8

	
	scales
	21
	B9
	B10
	B11
	B12
	B13
	B14
	B15
	B16

	

	Explanations and grounds, objectives
	22
	B17
	B18
	B19
	B20
	B21
	B22
	B23
	B24

	

	Recourse to market mechanisms
	auctions
	23
	N
	N
	B27
	N
	N
	
	
	B32

	
	call for tenders
	24
	N
	N
	B35
	N
	N
	
	
	B40

	
	comparative selection (beauty contests)
	25
	B41
	B42
	B43
	N
	N
	
	
	B48


Chart C: SATELLITE service

	
	



APPLICATIONS 

         VARIABLES 
	Row No.
	VSAT
	Earth stations
	Satellite video reporting
	Mobile satellite service
	Satellite radiolocation
	Other application(s): please specify

	Spectrum-related variables
	bandwidth
	1
	N
	Y
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	number of channels
	1bis
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	centre frequency, or band position in the spectrum
	2
	N
	Y
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	exclusive / shared use
	3
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	Variables relating to geographic coverage
	surface area allocated
	4
	
	
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	distance between transmitter and receiver
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	Y/N

	Variables relating to equipment and infrastructure
	transmitter power
	6
	N
	N
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	
	antenna diameter
	7
	N
	N
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	
	bit rate or capacity
	8
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	transmitting beam angle 
	9
	N
	N
	N
	
	
	Y/N

	
	number of transmitting stations 
	10
	N
	Y
	N
	Y/N
	
	Y/N

	
	number of receiving stations 
	11
	N
	N
	
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	degressivity
	12
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	Socio-economic variables

	duration of authorization / licence
	13
	N
	Y
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	population density
	14
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	total population covered
	15
	
	
	
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	geographic location
	16
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	operator's turnover
	17
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	
	Gross domestic product
	18
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	Other variable(s): please specify
	19
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y/N

	Methods used
	calculation formulas and corresponding amounts 
	20
	N
	C2
	N
	C4
	C5
	C6

	
	scales
	21
	C7
	N
	C9
	C10
	C11
	C12

	

	Explanations and grounds, objectives
	22
	C13
	C14
	C15
	C16
	C17
	C18

	

	Recourse to market mechanisms
	auctions
	23
	N
	N
	N
	C22
	C23
	C24

	
	call for tenders
	24
	N
	N
	N
	C28
	C29
	C30

	
	comparative selection (beauty contests)
	25
	N
	N
	N
	C34
	C35
	C36


Chart D: BROADCASTING service 
	
	



APPLICATIONS

         VARIABLES

	Row No. 
	Sound broadcasting
	Television broadcasting

	
	
	
	Earth
	Satellite
	Earth
	Satellite

	
	
	
	Analogue
	Digital
	Analogue
	Digital 
	Analogue
	Digital
	Analogue
	Digital

	Spectrum-related variables
	bandwidth
	1
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	centre frequency, or band position in the spectrum
	2
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	exclusive / shared use
	3
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	Variables relating to geographic coverage
	surface area allocated
	4
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	distance between transmitter and receiver
	5
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	Variables relating to equipment and infrastructure
	transmitter power
	6
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	antenna height
	7
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	bit rate or capacity
	8
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	transmitting beam angle 
	9
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	number of transmitting stations 
	10
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	number of receiving stations
	11
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	degressivity
	12
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	Socio-economic variables

	duration of authorization / licence
	13
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	population density
	14
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	total population covered
	15
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	geographic location
	16
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	operator's turnover
	17
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	Gross domestic product
	18
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	Other variable(s): please specify
	19
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	Methods used
	calculation formulas and corresponding amounts
	20
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	scales
	21
	D9
	D10
	D11
	D12
	D13
	D14
	D15
	D16

	

	Explanations and grounds, objectives
	22
	D17
	D18
	D19
	D20
	D21
	D22
	D23
	D24

	

	Recourse to market mechanisms
	auctions
	23
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	call for tenders
	24
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N

	
	comparative selection (beauty contests)
	25
	D41
	D42
	D43
	D44
	D45
	D46
	D47
	D48


Chart E: other applications

	
	



APPLICATIONS

        VARIABLES
	Row No.
	Radio amateur
	Experimental networks
	Low-range, low-power devices
	Radio- navigation
	Radio-
location
	Weather service
	Other  application(s): please specify

	Spectrum-related variables
	bandwidth
	1
	N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y
	Y/N

	
	centre frequency, or band position in the spectrum
	2
	N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	Y
	Y/N

	
	exclusive / shared use
	3
	N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N

	Variables relating to geographic coverage
	surface area allocated
	4
	N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N

	
	distance between transmitter and receiver
	5
	N
	Y/N
	N
	
	
	N
	Y/N

	Variables relating to equipment and infrastructure
	transmitter power
	6
	N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N
	
	N
	Y/N

	
	antenna height
	7
	N
	Y/N
	N
	
	
	N
	Y/N

	
	bit rate or capacity
	8
	N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N

	
	transmitting beam angle 
	9
	N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N
	
	N
	Y/N

	
	number of transmitting stations 
	10
	N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N

	
	number of receiving stations 
	11
	N
	Y/N
	N
	
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N

	
	degressivity
	12
	N
	
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N

	Socio-economic variables
	duration of authorization / licence
	13
	Y
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N

	
	population density
	14
	N
	
	N
	
	
	N
	Y/N

	
	total population covered
	15
	N
	
	N
	
	
	N
	Y/N

	
	geographic location
	16
	N
	
	N
	
	
	N
	Y/N

	
	operator's turnover
	17
	N
	
	N
	Y/N
	Y/N
	N
	Y/N

	
	Gross domestic product
	18
	N
	
	N
	
	
	N
	Y/N

	Other variable(s): please specify
	19
	E001
	N
	N
	N
	Y/N
	N
	N

	Methods used
	calculation formulas and corresponding amounts
	20
	N
	E2
	N
	E4
	E5
	E6
	E7

	
	Scales
	21
	E8
	E9
	E10
	E11
	E12
	N
	E14

	

	Explanations and grounds, objectives
	22
	E15
	E16
	E17
	E18
	E19
	E20
	E21

	

	Recourse to market mechanisms
	auctions
	23
	
	
	
	E25
	E26
	N
	E28

	
	call for tenders
	24
	
	
	
	E31
	E32
	N
	E34

	
	comparative selection (beauty contests)
	25
	
	
	
	E38
	E39
	N
	E41


References

A001:

In the fixed service, the frequency fee is applied either as a flat rate per MHz, or per link. When it is applied per link, the fee for unilateral links is equal to 50 per cent of the fee for bilateral links.

A002:

For links between fixed stations, the fee for unidirectional links is lower than that for bidirectional links. See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 2). 

A003:

The fee for unilateral links is equal to 50 per cent of that for bilateral links. See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 3).

A1:

See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 1bis), formulas in the case of a fee applied as a flat rate per MHz.

A2:

See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 1bis), formulas in the case of a fee applied as a flat rate per MHz.

A6:

See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 1bis), scale in the case of a fee applied per link.

A8:

See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 2), scale.

A9:

Local radio networks (internal networks) are wholly exempted. See reply to Q6.

A27:

A process of comparative selection (beauty contest) was used to select local radio loop operators.

* * *

B001:

The fee for unidirectional links is less than that for bidirectional links. See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 2).

B002:

The number of channels of the transmitting-receiving stations is taken into account to establish the fee threshold. See Note B14.

B9:

2G mobile system.

The authorizations (licences) are awarded for a 15-year period.

Scale of GSM fees

Fee amount in euros, per GSM channel allocated and per year

	Surface area allocated
	Amounts

	Area covering at least 20 per cent of continental France and not including the Paris metropolitan area
	12 195

	Area covering between 20 and 40 per cent of continental France and not including the Paris metropolitan area, or the Paris metropolitan area and perhaps one other town of more than 300 000 inhabitants
	24 390

	Area covering between 40 and 60 per cent of continental France and not including the Paris metropolitan area, or the Paris metropolitan area and two or three other towns of more than 300 000 inhabitants
	50 762

	Area covering between 60 and 80 per cent of continental France and not including the Paris metropolitan area, or the Paris metropolitan area and two or three other towns of more than 300 000 inhabitants
	81 250

	Area covering more than 80 per cent of continental France and not including the Paris metropolitan area, or the Paris metropolitan area and at least five other towns of more than 300 000 inhabitants
	101 677

	All of continental France
	121 950


B10:

3G mobile system.

The authorizations (licences) are awarded for a 20‑year period.

The operator must pay the following fees:

–
a fee of EUR 619 million when the authorization is delivered,

–
subsequently, during the last 17 years of the licence period, each year, a fee equivalent to 1 per cent of the relevant turnover.

The relevant turnover includes the following receipts:

–
income derived from providing telephone and data transmission services to the operator's direct and indirect customers;

–
income derived by the operator for services provided by third parties, in particular advertising or referencing services or commissions paid within the framework of e‑commerce;

–
start-up and network connection income;

–
income relating to the sale of services, including the provision of content, within the framework of a vocal or data transaction. Reimbursements to service providers (for example, content publishers) are deducted from that income;

–
income relating to interconnection;

–
income derived from customers roaming on the operator's 3G network.

The relevant turnover does not include income derived from the sale of terminals.

B12:

See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 2), scale.

B13:

See Decree of 3 February 1993 (Article 3), scale.

B14:

CB users are wholly exempted from payment of the fee but the purchase of transmitting-receiving stations operating on citizen bands is subject to the payment of a flat fee of EUR 38.

CB stations with a maximum of 40 channels operating exclusively on angular modulation with a peak modulation power of 4 watts are exempted from payment of the fee.

See reply to Q6.

B15:

RRI 446 (Family Radio) are wholly exempted from payment of the fee. See reply to Q6.

B41:

The 3rd GSM operator was selected by a comparative process (beauty contest).

B42:

The first two IMT-2000 operators were chosen following a beauty contest.

* * *

C2:

The annual amount of the frequency fee R is determined using the following formula:



R = s ( F/F

where:


s
is a coefficient whose value is currently set at EUR 300 000


DF
is the bandwidth allocated to the user


F
is the centre frequency on the band allocated

C7:

The fixed or mobile VSATs on independent networks are fully exempted from payment of frequency fees. They are only liable for a spectrum management fee (see Decree of 3 February 1993, Article 4).

C9:

Satellite video reporting links used to transmit sound and television are wholly exempted from the payment of frequency and spectrum management fees.

* * *

D9 to D16:

At present, sound and television broadcasting applications pay neither frequency nor spectrum management fees.

D46:

The future operators of digital terrestrial television are currently being selected by means of a comparative process (beauty contest).

* * *

E001:

Whether or not the station pays an additional charge depends on whether or not it belongs to an independent network. See Note E8, § 4.

E6:

See replies to questions Q1 and Q3.

E8:

The radio amateur service is wholly exempted from payment of frequency fees, but is liable to the charges indicated below.

The exam fee for the radiotelegraph or radiotelephone operator certificate, or for the certificate for both when the two exams are sat at the same time, is EUR 30. The same fee is charged for issuing such a certificate (or certificates) to a person who holds a military amateur radio operator certificate.

Users of the radio amateur service are liable for payment of the following charges:

1
Authorization to use a personal amateur installation or that of a radio club is subject to payment of an annual fee of EUR 46. That fee, payable in advance, is owed for the calendar year and is not reimbursable.

2
Radio amateurs domiciled abroad but visiting France can be authorized to use an amateur installation if they pay a yearly fee, payable in advance and non-reimbursable. The fee is EUR 46 for an authorization that takes effect on the day it is issued. The fee is EUR 15 for a temporary authorization issued for a single period of up to three months' duration; the authorization cannot be renewed during the calendar year and takes effect on the day it is issued. Foreign radio amateurs holding a harmonized licence in accordance with the recommendations of the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations are not liable for the fee for a temporary authorization lasting less than three months.

3
An administrative authorization to use a special code in the amateur service is issued upon payment of a fee of EUR 9 per special code.

4
Personal radio amateur stations or radio clubs that are a component of an independent network are subject to an annual fee of EUR 46 per repeater station.

E10:

Low‑range, low‑power devices are wholly exempted from payment of the fee. See reply to Q6.

* * *

Appendix: Decree of 3 February 1993

Decree of 3 February 1993 relating to fees for spectrum management and frequency use owed by the holders of authorizations issued in application of Articles L.33-1 and L.33-2 of the Posts and Telecommunications Code.

The Prime Minister,

On the basis of the report from the Minister of the Budget and the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications;

Having regard to the Posts and Telecommunications Code;

Having regard to Law 86‑1067 of 30 September 1986, as amended, relating to the freedom to communicate, and in particular Article 22 thereof;

Having regard to Law 86‑1317 of 30 December 1986, as amended, and in particular Article 45 thereof;

Having regard to the amendatory Finance Law for 1992 (Law 92‑1476 of 31 December 1992), and in particular Article 83 thereof,

Hereby decrees:

Article 1

Modified by the Decree of 20 July 1995, published in the Journal officiel de la Republique Française (JORF), of 21 July 1995,

Decree 96-1055 of 6 December 1996, published in the JORF of 8 December 1996,

Decree 98-44 of 19 January 1998, published in the JORF of 21 January 1998,

Decree 99-3 of 5 January 1999, published in the JORF of 6 January 1999,

Decree 2000-499 of 6 June 2000, published in the JORF of 8 June 2000,

Decree 2001-626 of 17 July 2001, published in the JORF of 18 July 2001,

Decree 2002-238 of 21 February 2002, published in the JORF of 23 February 2002.
The operators of public networks, governed by Article L.33-1 of the Posts and Telecommunications Code when they use radio frequencies, and, as of 1 January 1997, the entities benefiting from a frequency allocation decision made by the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications shall be subject to payment of fees for spectrum management and frequency use in respect of the use, management and monitoring of radio frequencies.

The fees relating to radiocommunication services other than those mentioned in Article 1bis and Article 1ter shall be set out, pursuant to the opinion of the budget minister, in the specifications appended to the authorization order issued on the proposal of the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications, by the telecommunication minister or in the allocation decision notified by the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications.

The frequency and spectrum management fees shall be annual. They shall be owed as of the date of the frequency allocation decision or such later date as may be specified therein. The amounts owed shall be calculated as at 31 December of each year.

The amount of the fees owed under Article 1bis A and B (b) and Article 1ter A (b) shall be prorated for the first and last years of the frequency allocation period.

As an exception to the provisions of the second paragraph, the frequency and spectrum management fees owed in 1997 by France Télécom shall be established before 31 December 1996 by order of the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the budget minister.

As an exception to the provisions of the second paragraph, the frequency and spectrum management fees owed in 1998 by France Télécom shall be established by order of the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the budget minister

As an exception to the provisions of the second paragraph, the frequency and spectrum management fees owed in 1999 by France Télécom shall be established by order of the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the budget minister.

As an exception to the provisions of the second paragraph, the frequency and spectrum provision fees owed by France Télécom in 2000 for the year 1999 and in 2001 for the year 2000 in application of the frequency allocation decisions made by the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications shall be established by order of the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the budget minister.

As an exception to the provisions of the second paragraph, the frequency and spectrum management fees owed by France Télécom in 2002 for the year 2001 and in 2003 for the year 2002 in application of the frequency allocation decisions made by the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications shall be established by order of the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the budget minister.

Article 1bis
Pursuant to Decree 2000-499 of 6 June 2000, published in the JORF of 8 June 2000,

Decree 2002-238 of 21 February 2002, published in the JORF of 23 February 2002.

The methods used to calculate frequency fees in the fixed service are specified in sections A, B and C below.

A
Frequency fees in the fixed service

a)
The fee applies to frequencies above 29.7 MHz.

b)
Frequencies in respect of which the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications, according to the National Frequency Allocation Table, has the status of exclusive holder or priority sharer (B1 status in the National Table or designation of priority channels in Annex 5 to the National Table): when a band or sub-band is allocated to an operator and a flat rate applied per MHz, the amount of the fee (expressed in francs) shall be equal to a coefficient a
 expressed in francs, the value of which shall be established by joint order of the budget minister and the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications, multiplied by the ratio DF/F, where DF is the bandwidth or sub-band allocated to the operator and F is the centre frequency of the fixed service frequency plan in the band considered.

c)
Frequencies in respect of which the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications does not have the status of exclusive holder or priority sharer in the National Frequency Allocation Table: when the bandwidth or sub-band is allocated to an operator on the basis of a flat fee per MHz, the 

amount of the fee (expressed in francs) shall be equal to the amount calculated under b) above divided by 10.

d)
When the same band or sub‑band has been allocated to several operators on the basis of a flat fee per MHz, the amount of the fee applied to each operator shall be equal to that calculated under b) above divided by the number of operators concerned.

e)
When a band or sub-band has been allocated to an operator covering a geographical area that is less than that of continental France on the basis of a flat fee per MHz, the amount of the fee applied to the operator shall be equal to that calculated under b) above, multiplied by a fraction in which the nominator is the area covered by the frequency allocation and the denominator is the total area of continental France.

f)
In the case of bilateral fixed links established by an operator in bands or sub-bands on the basis of a fee per link, the amount of the fee (expressed in francs) shall be equal to coefficient a as defined in b) above divided by 208 million and multiplied by the applicable figure from the following scale:

	Bandwidth (B)
	Frequency above 1 GHz and below 10 GHz
	Frequency above 10 GHz and below 20 GHz
	Frequency above 20 GHz and below 30 GHz
	Frequency above 30 GHz 

	B below or equal to 25 kHz
	1 050
	
	
	

	B above 25 kHz and below or equal to 125 kHz
	2 100
	
	
	

	B above 125 kHz and below or equal to 250 kHz
	4 200
	
	
	

	B above 250 kHz and below or equal to 500 kHz
	6 300
	
	
	

	B above 500 kHz and below or equal to 1.75 MHz
	8 400
	(B below or equal to 1.75 MHz)

4 200
	(B below or equal to 1.75 MHz)

2 800
	(B below or equal to 1.75 MHz)

2 100

	B above 1.75 MHz and below or equal to 3.5 MHz
	10 500
	6 300
	4 200
	2 800

	B above 3.5 MHz and below or equal to 7 MHz
	16 800
	12 600
	8 400
	5 600

	B above 7 MHz and below or equal to 14 MHz
	23 100
	18 900
	12 600
	8 400

	B above 14 MHz and below or equal to 28 MHz
	29 400
	25 200
	16 800
	11 200

	B above 28 MHz and below or equal to 56 MHz
	35 700
	31 500
	21 000
	14 000

	B above 56 MHz
	42 000
	37 800
	25 200
	16 800


Fixed bilateral links using frequencies between 29.7 MHz and 1 GHz shall be subject to an annual fee of FRF 525 per 12.5 kHz bandwidth link.

For unilateral fixed links, the fee shall be equal to 50 per cent of that established for bilateral fixed links.

g)
The establishment of temporary fixed links by an operator in the bands or sub-bands covered by f) above shall be subject to a daily user fee equal to the amount calculated under f) divided by 30.

B
Spectrum management fee in the fixed service

a)
This fee shall be applied to frequencies above 29.7 MHz.

b)
Operators which have been allocated bands or sub-bands on the basis of a flat fee per MHz shall be subject to an annual management fee of FRF 3 500 000.

When a band or sub-band has been allocated to an operator covering a geographical area that is less than that of continental France on the basis of a flat fee per MHz, the amount of the annual spectrum management fee shall be multiplied by a fraction in which the numerator is the area covered by the frequency allocation and the denominator is the total area of continental France.

As an exception to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the amount of the management fee for frequencies allocated to an operator in overseas departments shall be EUR 1 524.

c)
Operators which, under the terms of a licence, are not covered by b) shall be subject to an annual management fee of FRF 200 per link for the allocations relating to that licence.

C
Audiovisual transport frequencies

As an exception, the sound or television transmitting frequencies that are the subject to Article 16 of Law 96-659 of 26 July 1996 above shall be exempted from the provisions of this Decree.

Article 1ter
Pursuant to Decree 2001-626 of 17 July 2001, published in the JORF of 18 July 2001,

Decree 2002‑238 of 21 February 2002, published in the JORF of 23 February 2002.

As an exception to the provisions of Article 1bis, the methods used to calculate fees in the fixed‑satellite service are set forth in A and B below.

A
Frequency fees in the fixed-satellite service

a)
The fee shall be applied to frequencies above 29.7 MHz as a flat fee for a specific frequency, a direction of operation (space-to-Earth, Earth-to-space or either direction) and site, no matter what the number of earth stations in service on the site or the position of the satellite(s) concerned.

b)
When a band or sub-band is allocated to an operator, the amount of the fee (expressed in euros) shall be equal to a coefficient s
 expressed in euros, the value of which shall be established by joint decision of the budget minister and the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications, multiplied by the ratio DF/F, where DF is the bandwidth or sub-band allocated to the operator and F the centre frequency on the band in the fixed‑satellite service allocated for the direction of operation concerned (space-to-Earth or Earth-to-space or either direction).

c)
The establishment by an operator of temporary fixed‑satellite links shall be subject to a daily user fee equal to the amount calculated under b) divided by 30.

B
Spectrum management fees in the fixed-satellite service

a)
The fee shall be applied to frequencies above 29.7 MHz.

b)
Operators shall be subject to an annual management fee of EUR 305 per site for allocations relating to that site.

Article 2

Amended by Decree of 20 July 1995, published in the JORF of 21 July 1995, 

Decree 96-1055 of 6 December 1996, published in the JORF of 8 December 1996,

Decree 2000-499 of 6 June 2000, published in the JORF of 8 June 2000.

The holders of authorizations delivered in application of Article L.33-2 of the Posts and Telecommunications Code, other than those governed by Articles 2bis, 3bis and 4 of this Decree, are subject to the payment of frequency fees and management fees.

A
Frequency fees

a)
The fee shall be due at the end of each indivisible one‑month period. It shall be owed as of the date of notification of the technical characteristics until frequency use is agreed by the holder and the administration to have effectively ended.

b)
The links established between two radio stations shall be subject to an annual fee calculated depending on the type of link, according to the following scale:

Table 1

	
	Unidirectional links
	Bidirectional links

	

Maximum distance between stations (in kilometres)
	Frequency fee for links between two fixed stations (in francs)




Fixed links
	Frequency fee for links between a fixed station and a mobile station or between two mobile stations 
(in francs)

Mobile links
	Frequency fee for links between two fixed stations (in francs)




Fixed links
	Frequency fee for links between a fixed station and a mobile station or between two mobile stations 
(in francs)

Mobile links

	2
5
10
30
	330
730
1 450
3 300
	190
360
500
750
	495
1 095
2 175
4 950
	285
540
750
1 125


c)
Networks with an exceptional range exceeding 30 kilometres shall be subject to a fee calculated according to the following scale:

Table 2

	
	Unidirectional links
	Bidirectional links

	

Maximum distance between stations (in kilometres)
	Frequency fee for links between two fixed stations (in francs)




Fixed links
	Frequency fee for links between a fixed station and a mobile station or between two mobile stations 
(in francs)

Mobile links
	Frequency fee for links between two fixed stations (in francs)




Fixed links
	Frequency fee for links between a fixed station and a mobile station or between two mobile stations 
(in francs)

Mobile links

	50
100
200
500
	8 800
14 000
33 000
89 000
	1 200
1 600
3 200
8 000
	13 200
21 000
49 500
133 500
	1 800
2 400
4 800
12 000

	Above 500 kilometres and per 300‑kilometre section
	28 000
	5 000
	42 000
	7 500


d)
The amounts of the fees calculated under b) and c) above shall be corrected using a coefficient of degressivity that takes account of the number of links, as set forth in the following table:

Table 3

	Number of unidirectional links calculated
	Number of unidirectional links taken into account to calculate the frequency fee
	Number of bidirectional links calculated
	Coefficient to be applied to the amount of the frequency fee for bidirectional links

	2 or 3
4 to 10
11 to 25
26 to 50
51 to 100
More than 100
	2
4
7
10
12
14
	Up to 5
From 6 to 20
From 21 to 35
From 36 to 45
From 46 to 60
More than 60
	1
0.8
0.6
0.4
0.2
0.1


The coefficient of degressivity calculated using the above table shall be applied to links that are identical in terms of rates defined under b) and c) above.

e)
Command links that use an acknowledgement system whose transmission length does not exceed three seconds per hour are considered to be unidirectional links.

f)
[Not used.]

g)
[Not used.]

h)
[Not used.]

i)
Single sideband (SSB) links using frequencies below 26 MHz shall be subject to an annual fee of FRF 2 600 for each unilateral link and of FRF 5 200 for each bilateral link.

j)
Bilateral fixed links using frequencies above 1 GHz shall be subject to an annual fee per link that is calculated as a function of bandwidth (B) and frequency used (F), in accordance with the scale below (fee expressed in francs), multiplied by the coefficient a defined in A.b) of Article 1bis of this Decree and divided by 208 million:

Table 4

	Bandwidth (B)
	F above 1 GHz and below 10 GHz
	F above 10 GHz and below 20 GHz
	F above 20 GHz and below 30 GHz
	F above 30 GHz

	B below or equal 
to 25 kHz
	1 050
	-
	-
	-

	B above 25 kHz and below or equal to 125 kHz
	2 100
	-
	-
	-

	B above 125 kHz and below or equal to 250 kHz
	4 200
	-
	-
	-

	B above 250 kHz and below or equal to 500 kHz
	6 300
	-
	-
	-

	B above 500 kHz and below or equal to 1.75 MHz
	8 400
	(B below or equal to 1.75 MHz)

4 200
	(B below or equal to 1.75 MHz)

2 800
	(B below or equal to 1.75 MHz)

2 100

	B above 1.75 MHz and below or equal to 3.5 MHz
	10 500
	6 300
	4 200
	2 800

	B above 3.5 MHz and below or equal to 7 MHz
	16 800
	12 600
	8 400
	5 600

	B above 7 MHz and below or equal to 14 MHz
	23 100
	18 900
	12 600
	8 400

	B above 14 MHz and below or equal to 28 MHz
	29 400
	25 200
	16 800
	11 200

	B above 28 MHz and below or equal to 56 MHz
	35 700
	31 500
	21 000
	14 000

	B above 56 MHz
	42 000
	37 800
	25 200
	16 800


The amount of the fee shall be corrected using a coefficient of degressivity that takes account of the number of bilateral fixed links, as set forth in the following table:

	Number of links
	Coefficient to be applied to the amount 
of the frequency fee

	Up to 10
From 11 to 40
From 41 to 80
More than 81
	1
0.75
0.5
0.25


By way of exception, fixed links using the band 23.5‑23.6 GHz shall be subject to an annual fee per link as follows:

(
FRF 1 200 for a telephone or data transmission channel;

(
FRF 1 400 for an audio channel;

(
FRF 2 300 for a video channel.

For unilateral fixed links, the fee shall be equal to 50 per cent of that established for bilateral fixed links.

k)
For private independent radio networks using what is known as the "trunking" technique, the frequency fee shall be calculated as indicated in Article 3 of this Decree.

l)
Infra‑state communities and groups of infra‑state communities using private independent radio networks for their own needs benefit from a reduction of 50 per cent in the fee for frequency use.

In the bands designated by the Autorité de regulation des télécommunications, the following shall be exempted from payment of the frequency fees:

(
the emergency medical services of public hospitals;

(
fire and rescue services;

(
public and private bodies corporate performing civil defence tasks under the terms established by order of the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the civil defence and budget ministers.

B
Management fees

a)
The management fee shall be due at the end of each indivisible one‑month period.

b)
The holders of authorizations to use private independent radio networks shall be subject to an annual management fee of FRF 125 per transmitting station when the power furnished to the antenna is less than or equal to one watt, and of FRF 250 when that power exceeds one watt.

The fee shall be reduced depending on the number of stations that can be monitored in the same location, in accordance with the following table:

Table 5

	Number of stations providing the same service, which can be monitored in the same location
	Percentage reduction

	From 1 to 25
From 26 to 50
More than 50
	0
35
66


c)
The holders of authorizations for periods of up to two months shall be subject to a fee of FRF 50 per unit of equipment and per calendar week. They may not benefit from the reductions under b).

Article 2bis
Pursuant to Decree 2000-499 of 6 June 2000, published in the JORF of 8 June 2000.

Independent radio networks using only mobile or portable terminals.

The holders of authorizations for networks using only mobile or portable terminals, issued in application of Article L.33-2 of the Posts and Telecommunications Code, shall be subject to a lump‑sum spectrum management and frequency fee of FRF 500 per frequency allocated.

This is a yearly fee, payable at the end of each indivisible one‑month period.

Article 3

Modified by Decree of 20 July 1995, published in the JORF of 21 July 1995,

Decree 96-1055 of 6 December 1996, published in the JORF of 8 December 1996, 

Decree 2000-499 of 6 June 2000, published in the JORF of 8 June 2000.

The operators of shared independent radio networks authorized in application of Article L.33-2 of the Posts and Telecommunications Code, other than those governed by Articles 3bis and 4 of this Decree, shall be subject to payment of a frequency fee and a management fee. The holder of the authorization shall be liable for the fees in respect of all the network's radio equipment and any equipment connected to it. The payment conditions shall be spelt out in the specifications appended to the authorization.

A
Frequency fees

The fee for a shared radio network shall be calculated on the basis of the total number of end links corresponding to the fixed and mobile radio stations connected to the network. The method of calculation is as follows:

a)
One-site network using a radio channel:

The amount of the fee shall be calculated on the basis of the following table:

Table 6

	Maximum range of the relay (in kilometres)
	Fee per end link
(in francs)

	2
5
10
30
50
	285
540
750
1 125
1 850


The amount of the fee shall be corrected by the coefficient of degressivity stipulated in Table 3 of Article 2 of this Decree.

b)
One-site network using several radio channels:

For networks using what is known as the "trunking" technique, the amount shall be calculated as though the network had only one radio channel and the number of end links shall be increased by five units per radio channel used on the site after the first.

In all other cases, the network shall be considered to consist of so many one‑site networks, each using one radio channel. In that case, the fixed and mobile stations shall be equally distributed on each radio channel and the amount calculated as in a) above.

c)
Multi-site networks:

The fee shall be calculated taking into account for each site the number of fixed and mobile stations connected to the site plus the average number of mobile stations in proportion to the number of radio channels in service on each site. The amount of the fee shall then be calculated as indicated in a) or b) above, as the case may be.

d)
The following frequencies designated by the Autorité de régulation des télécommunications shall be exempted from payment of frequency fees:

•
the emergency medical services of public hospitals;

•
fire and rescue services;

•
public and private bodies corporate performing civil defence tasks under the terms established by decision of the telecommunication minister, acting on the opinion of the civil defence and budget ministers.

e)
Bilateral fixed links using frequencies above 1 GHz shall be subject to an annual fee per link calculated as a function of bandwidth (B) and frequency (F) used, in accordance with the following scale (fee expressed in francs) multiplied by the coefficient a defined in A.b) of Article 1bis of this Decree and divided by 208 million:

	Bandwidth (B)
	F above 1 GHz and below 10 GHz
	F above 10 GHz and below 20 GHz
	F above 20 GHz and below 30 GHz
	F above 30 GHz

	B below or equal to 25 kHz
	1 050
	-
	-
	-

	B above 25 kHz and below or equal to 125 kHz
	2 100
	-
	-
	-

	B above 125 kHz and below or equal to 250 kHz
	4 200
	-
	-
	-

	B above 250 kHz and below or equal to 500 kHz
	6 300
	-
	-
	-

	B above 500  kHz and below or equal to 1.75 MHz
	8 400
	(B below or equal to 1.75 MHz)

4 200
	(B below or equal to 1.75 MHz)

2 800
	(B below or equal to 1.75 MHz)

2 100

	B above 1.75 MHz and below or equal to 3.5 MHz
	10 500
	6 300
	4 200
	2 800

	B above 3.5 MHz and below or equal to 7 MHz
	16 800
	12 600
	8 400
	5 600

	B above 7 MHz and below or equal to 14 MHz
	23 100
	18 900
	12 600
	8 400

	B above 14 MHz and below or equal to 28 MHz
	29 400
	25 200
	16 800
	11 200

	B above 28 MHz and below or equal to 56 MHz
	35 700
	31 500
	21 000
	14 000

	B above 56 MHz
	42 000
	37 800
	25 200
	16 800


The amount of the fee shall be corrected by a coefficient of degressivity that takes account of the number of bilateral fixed links, as set forth in the following table:

	Number of links
	Coefficient applicable to the amount of the frequency fee

	Up to 10
From 11 to 40
From 41 to 80
More than 81
	1
0.75
0.5
0.25


By way of exception, fixed links using the band 23.5-23.6 GHz shall be subject to an annual fee per link as follows:

•
FRF 1 200 for one telephone or data transmission channel;

•
FRF 1 400 for one audio channel;

•
FRF 2 300 for one video channel.

The fee for unilateral fixed links shall be equal to 50 per cent of the fee for bilateral fixed links.

B
Management fee

The amount of the annual management fee shall be calculated using the methods laid down for the private radio networks governed by Article 2 of this Decree.

C
Networks authorized following "a call for applications"

Shared independent radio networks using what is known as the "trunking" technique, which were authorized pursuant to a call for applications and which are not the result of the conversion of independent radio networks already benefiting from an authorization, shall benefit from a reduction in the frequency and spectrum management fees for the first four years, starting on the date of authorization, as follows:

(
first year 100 per cent;

(
second year 75 per cent;

(
third year 30 per cent;

(
fourth year 25 per cent.

Article 3bis
Pursuant to the Decree of 20 July 1995, published in the JORF of 21 July 1995.

As of 1 January 1996, the operators of private or shared independent networks using exclusive frequencies and authorized in application of Article L.33-2 of the Posts and Telecommunications Code by order of the telecommunication minister shall be subject to the payment of frequency and management fees, the annual amounts of which shall be specified, pursuant to the opinion of the budget minister, in the specifications appended to the authorization order.

The specifications shall set forth in particular the value of the channels, the geographical area in which they are available and the methods used to calculate the frequency fee. The annual management fee for such networks shall be set at FRF 50 000.

Article 4

The operators of private or shared independent radio networks using satellite capacity, authorized in application of Article L.33-2 of the Posts and Telecommunications Code, shall be subject to an annual management fee. The fee shall be due at the end of each indivisible one-month period, under the following conditions:

1
Category 1 networks and Category 2 networks

	
	Unilateral networks
	Bilateral networks

	Category 1
	Management costs
	FRF 3 000 per year
	FRF 3 000 per year 
FRF 500 per year and per station

	Category 2
	Management costs
	FRF 10 000 per year
	FRF 10 000 per year 
FRF 500 per year and per station


A network is considered to be in category 1 if there are not more than five network stations established on the territory of continental France and in the overseas departments and if the position of those stations is known when the authorization application is filed.

A network is considered to be in category 2 when there are more than five stations. A ceiling of 300 stations is established for calculating the fee for monitoring costs.

The number of stations considered includes the master station when it is established on the territory of continental France or the overseas departments.

2
Satellite-based mobile networks

The management fee amounts to FRF 100 000 per year.

Article 5

New, experimental or trial radio networks shall be subject to frequency and management fees that are fixed by joint decision of the telecommunication minister and budget minister.

Article 6

Decree 89-352 of 5 June 1939 modifying the system of contributions relative to the authorization to establish and operate certain radio installations open to third parties is hereby repealed.

Article 7

Modified by Decree 96-1055 of 6 December 1996, published in the JORF of 8 December 1996,

Decree of 26 November 1997, published in the JORF of 28 November 1997,

Decree 2001-882 of 26 September 2001, published in the JORF of 27 September 2001.

The Autorité de régulation des télécommunications is the invoicing authority for the fees owed under Article 1, with the exception of fees relating to IMT‑2000 frequencies owed by the holders of authorizations to establish and operate third generation mobile networks, under A.e) of Article 3 and under Articles 3bis and 4 of this Decree. The Minister of Economic Affairs, Finance and Industry is the invoicing authority for the fees relating to IMT‑2000 frequencies owed by the holders of authorizations to operate third generation mobile networks.4
The invoicing authority for the other fees owed by holders of an authorization under this Decree is the Agence nationale des fréquences.

The fees established by this Decree shall be collected and any disputes settled under the conditions set forth in III of Article 83 of the amendatory Finance Law for 1992 (No. 92-1476 of 31 December 1992).

Article 8

The Minister of the Budget and the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications in their respective areas of competence shall be responsible for the implementation of this Decree, which will be published in the Journal officiel de la République Français [Official Gazette of the French Republic].

Paris, 3 February 1993

The Prime Minister: Pierre Bérégovoy

The Minister of Posts and Telecommunications: Émile Zuccarelli

The Minister of the Budget: Martin Malvy

____________







�	Several points will be covered in greater detail in the reply to be made in September 2002.


� 	Order of 6 June 2000, published in the JORF of 8 June 2000, establishing the value of coefficient a at FRF 208 million.


� 	The order of 18 July 2001 set the value of coefficient s at EUR 300 000.


4 	Article 2 of Decree 2001�882 of 26 September 2001 provides that the Minister of Economic Affairs, Finance and Industry is the chief authorizing official for the posting of revenues and expenditures to special account 902.33 entitled "Fonds de provisionnement des charges de retraites et de désendettement de l’État" [Disbursement account for pensions and government expenditures]. The article also provides that revenues and expenditures processed under the authority of the Minister of Economic Affairs, Finance and Industry in respect of special account 902.33 shall be booked through the Treasury's chief accounting officer.
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