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Geneva, 4 August 2008
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 232
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+41 22 730 5235
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;


	E-mail:
	tsbworkshops@itu.int 
	Copy:  
-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of all ITU-T Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau



	
Subject:


	Information on side events during WTSA-08 and invitation to sponsor students


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
On the occasion of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-08) which will take place in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 21 to 30 October 2008, I would like to inform you that three side events will be held from 22 to 24 October 2008 in the Second Conference room from 1800 to 1900 hours.

2
The themes of these side events will be "Cybersecurity", "ICT Accessibility", "ICT and Climate Change".
3
Cybersecurity:  Following the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) and the 2006 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference, ITU is entrusted to take the leading role in coordinating international efforts on cybersecurity as the sole Facilitator of WSIS Action Line C.5, “Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs”. Over seventy standards (ITU-T Recommendations) focusing on security have been published. ITU-T security work on identity management in the Identity Management Global Standards Initiative (IdM-GSI), Study Group 13 and Study Group 17 has been widely recognized as of significant importance. Study Group 17 launched a special project to handle security matters related to developing countries and countries with economies in transition. The aim of the side event is to provide an overview of related ITU-T achievements and will be a venue to discuss new activities and proposals to facilitate this work.

4
ICT Accessibility:  ITU-T is committed to improve ICT accessibility through standardization of relevant technologies and to promote ICT accessibility awareness. Although innovative technologies have provided substantial benefits to modern society, there is still a large number of people who cannot enjoy them due to the lack of accessibility features. The side event on ICT accessibility will provide an overview of ITU-T activities on this theme in order to foster greater ICT accessibility.
5
ICT and Climate Change:  ITU has recently organized two symposia (15-16 April 2008, Kyoto, Japan, and 17-18 June 2008, London, UK). As a follow-up on the ITU-T membership expectations, TSAG established on 11 July 2008 the ITU-T Focus Group on ICT and Climate Change. The objective of the side event on ICT and Climate Change is to provide an overview of ITU-T activities on the topic and will be a venue for the membership to discuss the role of standardization to lead efforts to achieve a climate neutral ICT industry.
6
As part of our initiative to better engage academia, I would like to invite you to sponsor a university student studying ICTs to attend WTSA-08 as part of your delegation. During the first week the Global Standards Symposium (GSS), the report of ITU-T WSIS activities, and the side events mentioned above should be of particular interest. There will also be two sessions organized especially for these students to familiarize them with ITU-T activities and procedures.
7
Detailed information on the side events will be available on the ITU-T website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa-08/se/index.html .
8
I very much hope you will be able to participate in these events and share your expert perspectives with your counterparts from other regions of the world.
Yours faithfully,


Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau
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