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ECPAT International

Global network: 

90 members in 82 countries

Dedicated to eliminating

Commercial Sexual Exploitation 

of Children (CSEC)



Manifestations

Trafficking for sexual purposesTrafficking for sexual purposes

Sexual exploitation through prostitution Sexual exploitation through prostitution 

Sexual exploitation in travel and tourismSexual exploitation in travel and tourism

Child  marriage 



INCREASINGLY CONNECTED  WORLD- FAST EVOLVING  TECHNOLOGY





CHILDRENS’ RIGHTS AND THE INTERNET 
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ICTs are NOT the problem



#



Connected & Unconnected  Children 



EVOLVING MANIFESTATIONS OF SEXUAL EXPLOITATION ONLINE

Child sexual abuse images (CSAM)

Sexual grooming

Sexting/ youth self produced content

Sextortion

Live-streaming of shows of child sexual abuse



TRENDS – PROFILE OF VICTIMS

FROM: INHOPE, 2015. 
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Unsafe use of ICT by youth in Africa – What we know



Unsafe use of ICTs In Africa – What we know

 14% had met someone offline after a first contact online

 22%  post personal information on online platforms or 
social networks (including home and school address, and 
telephone numbers).

 21 %  of the children interviewed use webcams with their 
friends, and 6% with unknown persons.



Cyber Cafes are where children in Africa access 
internet the most 

• 49% children reported having accessed adult 
pornography online 

• 30 % of children in Kenya and 29 % in Uganda –
seen pornography material during late hours

• 22% of SA  teen girls and 20% of SA boys had sent 
self-produced nude or semi-nude photos (2011-
WASPA)

• Weak of absence of national policy framework 



Poverty

Social and Gender Norms

Structural/Institutional

Power imbalance 

Sense of Impunity

Sense of Anonymity

Drivers of 
Child Sexual Exploitation Online 



COMPLEX ISSUE TO TACKLE



A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY RESPONSE

Awareness- raising and empowerment
Legislation and policies
Reporting
Research
Investigation & Prosecution
Cross-border and cross-sector cooperation
Corporate responsibility 



Obligations, Promises and Initiatives



Human Rights Obligations

• Convention on the Rights of the Child

• Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child 
Prostitution and Child Pornography 

• Regional Conventions

African Charter on the Right and Welfare of the Chart

AU Convention on Cyber Security & Personal Data 
Protection (June 2014)
“State Parties shall take the necessary legislative and/or 
regulatory measures to make it a criminal offence 
to Produce, register, offer, manufacture, make available, 
disseminate and transmit an image or a representation of 
child pornography through a computer system…..” 



Three World Congresses against the 
Sexual Exploitation of Children

Stockholm 1996

Yokohama 2002

Rio 2008 

Promises



Global Initiatives

• WePROTECT Global Alliance

• Sustainable development Goals targets to end 
violence against children:

End violence against children  Global partnership 







National Response Model: 
Policy and Governance



National Response Model: 
Criminal Justice



National Response Model: 
Victim



National Response Model: 
Societal



National Response Model: 
Industry



National Response Model: 
Media and Communications







Thank you for your 
attention!catherinem@ecpat.net


