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Challenges in Europe and Central Asia 

and SDGs
Rural livelihoods and rural poverty

• 62% of poor live in rural areas (population is ageing)

• Migration from rural areas

Farm structure

• 97% of farmers  in Europe and 70% in Central Asia are 

smallholders

Sustainability of food production and food systems 

and climate change

• Land degradation and increase of natural disasters in the 

region

• Transboundary diseases

Food Security and malnutrition

• Triple burden of malnutrition: 

undernutrition – obesity – micronutrient deficiencies

Agrifood Trade 

• Potential for internal market and export promotion

• Capacity Development in WTO

• Growing demand for updating the Sanitary and Phytosanitary

measures



Priority 2
Trade and Market 

Integration

Regional Initiative 2

Priority 3
Sustainable NR 

Management

Regional Initiative 3

Priority 4
Food Security + 

Nutrition

Overarching area 

of work

FAO Regional Priorities - Regional Initiatives

Priority 1
Smallholders 

Regional Initiative 1



FAO Regional Initiative 1 and SDGs 
Empowering smallholders and family farms for improved 

livelihood and poverty reduction

Innovative practices 
for sustainable 
agriculture 
production

Access to natural 
resources and rural 
employment 
including social 
protection



FAO Regional Initiative 2 and SDGs 
Improving agri-food trade and market integration

Implementation of 
trade agreements to 
increase access to new 
markets

Increased capacity to 
implement international 
food quality and safety 
standards

Supportive environment 
for export diversification 
and promotion



FAO Regional Initiative 3 and SDGs 
Sustainable Natural Resource Management under a changing 

climate

Sustainable use of 
natural resources, 
climate change and DRR

Effective 
provision/collection of 
data, tools and services 
for effective decision 
making 

Capacity development for 
sustainable resource 
management and climate 
change adaption
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FAO ICT4SDG: e-learning courses on indicators



ICT4SDG: Data and statistics 



ICT4SDG 

User friendly tools and apps

• Review of existing systems
• Develop upgrade existing 

smart application 
(for local decision making)

• Data integration: global, 
national and local 
(farmer inputs)

• Guidance packages and 
reporting back.









Source: FAO - ITU



www.fao.org/3/ca4495en/CA4495EN.pdf

FAO Regional Office of Europe and Central Asia 

Resources : www.fao.org/europe/resources/en/

www.fao.org/europe/resources/e-agriculture/en/

http://www.fao.org/3/ca4495en/CA4495EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/europe/resources/en/
http://www.fao.org/europe/resources/e-agriculture/en/
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