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Introduction…
Derek Ritz, P.Eng., CPHIMS-CA

I’m here as a 
member of 

WHO’s DDCC 
team.



There is a specification…

…and it is focused on both CARE and PROOF and on 
the execution of these workflows across a wide range 

of digital maturity contexts.



Re-usable, person-centric health data specifications

Computable representations of guideline-based 
care workflows

Relationships between normative code systems

Future directions re: standards…



Digitally-enabled processes…
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IPS “Toolbox”: 

SMART Guidelines: 

Code xRef: 



Forward steps to take…
The International Patient Summary (IPS) specification represents the future 
for interoperable, re-usable, processable, person-centric health data. We 
should embrace IPS as a foundational specification and further its 
evolution, based on lessons learned from implementing our use cases.

IPS was a work product of the Joint Initiative Council (JIC). JIC is a cross-SDO 
collaboration that targets the coordinated development of digital health 
standards and their broad international adoption. WHO and ITU should join 
this collaborative and help drive its future activities.

Specifications have to be implementable. Conformance-testability of digital
health specifications drives adoption of truly interoperable solutions. WHO 
and ITU should engage with and collaborate with Connectathon hosts (IHE 
and HL7) to help drive the uptake of implementable specifications by 
solution developer communities. 


