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	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
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COM 17/BGS

+41 22 730 5993
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union

	E-mail:
	tsbsg17@itu.int
	Copy:

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Study Groups 17 and 2;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	Study Group 17 Questionnaire on information about experiences on the use of IDN


	Action:
	Deadline for reply, 1 October 2006


Dear Sir/Madam,

1. The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Florianópolis, 2004) in Resolution 48 instructed Study Group 17 (Security, languages and telecommunication software) to study Internationalized Domain Names (IDN).  The belief is that IDN implementation will contribute to easier and greater use of the Internet in those countries where the native or official languages are not represented in ASCII characters.

2. To assist this plan, Question 16/17 (Internationalized Domain Names) has been brought into being and tasked with investigating all relevant issues in the field of IDNs.

3. To recognize national, regional and international issues concerning IDNs, Study Group 17 prepared a questionnaire (see Annex 1) on information about experiences on the use of IDNs.

4. The objective of this questionnaire is to collect information and experiences on Internationalized Domain Names under ccTLD (country code Top Level Domain) around the globe. This will help identify Member States’ needs and practices concerning this subject. This information will serve to prepare a report on the implementation of IDNs and facilitate future work on IDN within Study Group 17.

5. If there are two or more ccTLDs in the responder's Member State, please complete separate answer sheets for each, unless they have exactly the same answers.

6. If the Member State is not responsible for the ccTLD, please forward the questionnaire to the concerned body.

7. Replies to this questionnaire should be sent to Rapporteur (with copy to TSB) by 1 October 2006 at the latest, to allow data processing and analysis before the next Study Group 17 meeting (Geneva, 6-15 December 2006). 

	Andrzej Bartosiewicz

Rapporteur ITU-T Question 16/17

Wąwozowa 18 (NASK)

02-796 Warszawa, Poland
	Tel:
+48 22 380 82 04
Fax:
+48 22 380 82 01
Email:
andrzejb@nask.pl

	Georges Sebek

Secretariat for ITU-T SG 17
	Tel:
+41 22 730 5994

Fax:
+41 22 730 5853

Email:
tsbsg17@itu.int


8. The questionnaire should be returned by e-mail or fax. If necessary feel free to add additional pages of information should the space provided be insufficient. 

9. We rely on your cooperation and hope that you will ensure that your replies are as accurate as possible and reach the Rapporteur before the above-mentioned deadline.

10. Annex 2 provides an explanation of the questionnaire.  Please contact the ITU-T Question 16/17 Rapporteur (see above) if you have any questions or need additional information regarding this questionnaire.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes:  2
ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 96)

Questionnaire on information about experiences on the use of IDN

(Further explanation is provided in Annex 2 for certain items)

To be returned by 1 October 2006 at the latest, in order to allow data processing and analysis before the next Study Group 17 meeting (Geneva, 6-15 December 2006), to: 

	Andrzej Bartosiewicz

Rapporteur ITU-T Question 16/17

Wąwozowa 18 (NASK)

02-796 Warszawa, Poland
	Tel:
+48 22 380 82 04
Fax:
+48 22 380 82 01
Email:
andrzejb@nask.pl

	Georges Sebek

Secretariat for ITU-T SG 17
	Tel:
+41 22 730 5994

Fax:
+41 22 730 5853

Email:
tsbsg17@itu.int


Responder information

Name:  ……………………………………………………………………………………..

Title: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Organization: ………………………………………………………………………………

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………

Telephone:  ………………………………………………………………………………...

Fax:  ………………………………………………………………………………………..

E-Mail:  …………………………………………………………………………………….

What is your country……………………………………………………….

What is/are the ISO 3166 code(s) (two letter codes) of the ccTLD(s) in your country?1)
……………………………………………………………………………………………
Has ccTLD (country code Top Level Domain) Registry in your country implemented IDN? 

( If yes, please answer “Part 1” questions. 

( If no but you plan to implement IDN, please answer “Part 2” questions. 

( No and you do not plan to implement IDN. Please explain:
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Part 1 (ccTLD Registry in your country has implemented IDN)

1. What characters, scripts or languages are supported by your ccTLD registry? 2)
……………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What kind of obstacles or specific issues did your ccTLD registry encounter when implementing IDN?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Does your ccTLD registry register IDN in Unicode or ACE (ASCII Compatible Encoding) form? 3)
a. ( IDNs are registered in Unicode form

b. ( IDNs are registered in ACE form 

c. ( IDNs are registerd in both Unicode and ACE form


4. Is the registration policy of your ccTLD registry: 4)
a. ( a script-based one;

b. ( a language-based one. 


5. Does your ccTLD registry plan to extend the current repertoire of characters or languages? 

a. ( No

b. ( Yes, please provide the names of languages, scripts or range of characters.

…………………………………………………………………………………………


6. Does your ccTLD registry associate IDN registered with a language or script tag? 

a. ( IDNs are registered with a language tag.

b. ( IDNs are registered with a script tag.

c. ( IDNs are registered with a combination of language tag and script tag.

d. ( We do not use tags for IDNs.


7. With regard to confusable characters issue, did your ccTLD registry implement equivalent domain name registration as a bundle or other solution? 5) 

a. ( Yes.

b. ( No.

c. ( If other, please specify:…………………………………………………………….. 


8. With regard to IDN launch, did your ccTLD registry: 6) 

a. ( Have a sunrise period,

b. ( Start with First Come First Served rule.


9. Did your ccTLD registry have to establish special UDRP (Uniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy) with regard to implementation of IDN?

a. ( Yes.

b. ( No.


10. Do you consider IANA Language Tables Repository as the source of information on IDN implementation? 

a. ( Yes.

b. ( No, please explain why and what are your needs?

…………………………………………………………………………………………


11. What is:
a. number of IDN domain names registered in your ccTLD? ……………………………….
b. total number of domain names registered in your ccTLD? ……………………………….


12. Please provide statistics on IDN registration in your ccTLD registry (for example number of registrations per month, renewal rate of IDNs)?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Part 2 (ccTLD Registry in your country has not implemented IDN but plans to do so)

1. Does your ccTLD registry need any support with implementation of IDN?

a. ( No.

b. ( Yes, please specify your needs.

……………………………………………………………………………………….

2. What languages or scripts does your ccTLD registry plan to implement? 2)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………


3. Describe specific issues, if any, concerning characters or languages which will be supported by your registry?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………


4. Does your ccTLD registry plan to register IDN in Unicode or ACE (ASCII Compatible Encoding) form? 3)
a. ( IDNs will be registered in Unicode form.

b. ( IDNs will be registered in ACE form.

c. ( IDNs will be registered in both Unicode and ACE form.


5. Does your ccTLD registry plan to associate IDN registered together with a language or script tag? 

a. ( IDNs will be registered with a language tag.

b. ( IDNs will be registered with a script tag.

c. ( IDNs will be registered with a combination of language tag and a script tag.

d. ( We do not plan to use tags for IDNs.


6. Do you consider IANA Language Tables Repository as the source of information on IDN implementation?

a. ( Yes.

b. ( No, please explain why and what are your needs?

…………………………………………………………………………………………


7. With regard to IDN launch, does your ccTLD registry plan: 6) 

a. ( Have a sunrise period 

b. ( Start with First Come First Served rule?

ANNEX 2

(to TSB Circular 96)

Questionnaire explanation

1. ISO 3166 is a three-part geographic coding standard for coding the names of countries and dependent areas, and the principal subdivisions thereof. Please use ISO 3166-1 alpha-2.


2. The following answers are the examples:

a. names of enabled Unicode scripts,

b. names of enabled languages,
c. a range of enabled Unicode characters (e.g. U+00B7, U+00E0..U+00F6, U+00F8..U+00FF)

d. a link to an appropriate document stating which characters are allowed.


3. "Registration in ACE form" means the punycode (IETF RFC 3490 and 3492) version of the domain name is treated as the formal registered domain name in the registration agreement between the registry and the registrant.


4. A script-based registration policy defines character sets for IDNs using the name of scripts.  
A language-based registration policy uses the name of languages.


5.  “Equivalent” domain names are defined as one domain name in a registration policy for the language. For example, if two IDNs look very similar they can be defined as equivalent. The example:

a. in some cases/policies the following domain names may be considered equivalent (the domain name consist of letters derived from Latin and Cyrillic script)

[image: image2.png]paypalpl  zn--payl-73d9gpl

paypalpl  xn--1-Tsbabdbr.pl




b. in some cases/policies the following domain names may be considered equivalent (the domain name consist of letters derived from Han script)

[image: image3.png]SEHRFE on xn--xkryOkk 1bz66a cn

SEERE on xn--pssu7c921afvu.cn




When two or more equivalent domain names exist, they may be registered as a bundle to one registrant.


6. Sunrise Period is special time period for companies, organizations and governmental bodies to be able to protect their names against domain-hijackers, in order to register the domain names they want.
_______________
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