
Celebrating 150 years: 
examples from the past



Early anniversaries were often commemorated 
rather soberly, among the member 
administrations, celebrating the successes of 
the Union. 
A large programme of activities was set up for 
the centenary year - 1965. Since then, 
anniversary celebrations have had more of a 
public relations aspect than earlier 
anniversaries.
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1866 – 1st year
• Commemorative medal struck in 1866 by the 

Paris Mint to commemorate the first 
Conference of the International Telegraph 
Union, held in Paris in 1865.  

• Two Bréguet telegraphs are shown around a 
central figure representing the electric 
telegraph



By hand converted into signs, our voice encompasses the whole world



1890 – 25th Anniversary
• To mark the 25th anniversary in 1890, the 7th International 

Telegraph Conference was held in Paris, seat of the signature 
of the first convention. 

• The 25th anniversary was noted by the opening speakers, and a 
special tribute was given by Mr. Nielsen, the delegate from 
Norway, who had participated in the 1865 Paris Conference and 
all the subsequent International Telegraph Conferences.  He 
was the only surviving member of the 1865 Conference to be 
present at the 1890 Conference.

• To commemorate the founding of the Union, a copy of the 
photograph of the delegates at the 1865 Conference was given 
to each member of the 1890 Conference.





Norwegian delegate Mr. Nielsen



1915 – 50th Anniversary
The Bureau prepared a 
memoir which briefly 
outlined the history of the 
Telegraph Union.  
This book was distributed to 
all the member 
Administrations.
Available on ITU History Portal: 
http://handle.itu.int/11.1004/020.1000/12.18.72.fr  

http://handle.itu.int/11.1004/020.1000/12.18.72.fr


1915 – 50th  Anniversary
• In order to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Telegraph Union 

with appropriate dignity, the Lisbon Conference, 1908, unanimously 
accepted the proposal of the Conference’s President, Mr. Pereira, to 
erect a monument in Berne.

• An international competition, to which 106 projects were submitted, 
chose the design of Mr Giuseppe Romagnoli, a Bolognaise 
sculptor.  

• Due to the First World War, the erection and inauguration of the 
monument did not take place until Saturday 16 December 1922.

• In 2002-2003, the Swiss Confederation, through the Office fédéral 
des constructions et de la logistique, undertook a thorough 
restoration of the monument.



Further information: 
http://www.itu.int/en/history/Pages/ITUMonument.aspx 

http://www.itu.int/en/history/Pages/ITUMonument.aspx




Available on ITU History Portal: 
https://historicjournals.itu.int/idvie
wer/2148/3 

https://historicjournals.itu.int/idviewer/2148/3
https://historicjournals.itu.int/idviewer/2148/3


1940 – 75th  Anniversary
• The 75th anniversary of the Union passed almost

unnoticed, in the midst of the Second World War.  
• Article in the Journal des télécommunications, No. 4 

(avril 1940), pp. 83-84.
« Un anniversaire.
L’Union internationale des télécommunications a 75 ans.  C’est en effet le 
17 mai 1865 qu’elle fut fondée, à Paris.
Le Bureau de l’Union se propose de publier dans le courant de l’année, 
pour célébrer cet anniversaire, une plaquette dans laquelle sa vie sera 
retracée à grands traits.
Mais il nous semble que ce serait manquer aux égards dus à une aussi 
respectable institution que de ne pas lui adresser un modeste hommage 
au moment même où elle atteint sa soixante-quinzième année… »

https://historicjournals.itu.int/idviewer/1603/3
https://historicjournals.itu.int/idviewer/1603/3


1965 – 100th Anniversary
ITU organized a broad programme 
of events to celebrate its 100th 
anniversary.  The Centenary 
celebrations were considered a 
great success and “helped to 
convince the world of the 
usefulness of the Union and of its 
promising future.”



1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
Book

From Semaphore to Satellite 
- Book on the history of 
telecommunications was 
published (about 19,000 copies 
printed). 

Available on ITU History Portal: 
http://handle.itu.int/11.1004/020.1000/12.25.72.en.100  

http://handle.itu.int/11.1004/020.1000/12.25.72.en.100


1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
StampsSome 100 countries and the 

United Nations issued around 
220 postage stamps 
commemorative of the 
Centenary.  Most of the 
administrations concerned 
agreed to supply the Union with 
copies of these stamps in order 
to allow for the preparation of 
2000 albums to be distributed.  
Copies of the albums were 
provided to each ITU member, 
and the remaining albums were 
made available for purchase.





1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
Commemorative medal

A commemorative medal was struck in gold, 
silver, and bronze in time for the Plenipotentiary 
Conference in Montreux.  The design of the 
Centenary medal symbolized the advances in 
telecommunications and ITU’s membership in 
the United Nations family. 





1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
Brochure & Journal

The title of the brochure, “One hundred 
years of international cooperation, 1865-
1965”, reflects the underlying theme of 
the centenary celebrations: 100 years of 
cooperation among the nations.  
By coincidence, 1965 had been 
designated as International Cooperation 
Year by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations.

Available on ITU History Portal: 
http://handle.itu.int/11.1004/020.1000/12.17.73.en 

http://handle.itu.int/11.1004/020.1000/12.17.73.en




1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
Publicity materials

• A poster, a pamphlet and a special issue of the leaflet  
“The ITU - What it is, What it does, How it works” 
were distributed free of charge in all countries.

• A press kit containing written and illustrative material 
intended to facilitate the preparation of articles on the 
ITU was also distributed to the most important 
newspapers, journals and technical reviews 
throughout the world.



1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
Publicity materials



1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
Commemorative ceremony in Paris 

To commemorate the Centenary of the 
founding of the ITU, the French Government 
invited the ITU Administrative Council, as a 
body, to participate in a ceremony on 17 May 
1965 in Paris.  
The ceremony was held at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in the Salon de l’Horloge, the 
very room in which the 1865 Convention had 
been signed.  
The representatives of the founding countries 
of the ITU and its Administrative Council took 
part in the ceremony.



1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
Commemorative ceremony in Berne 

• The participants in the Plenipotentiary 
Conference in Montreux were invited by the 
Swiss Government to a ceremony in Berne, for 
the unveiling of a bronze plate bearing the 
names of all the countries which were Members 
of the Union on 17 May 1965, affixed to the 
side of the monument erected in honor of the 
Union’s 50th anniversary.

• Music was played by the Fanfare PTT of Berne, 
notably a special ITU Anthem composed by 
Bernard Schulé, which was performed for the 
first time.



1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
Gift to the Union : Centenary monument

• The Swedish and French Administrations 
(two of the founding members of the Union) 
proposed that the Members of ITU should 
jointly offer a Centenary gift. 

• An international competition for an “ITU 
Centenary Memorial” was held in 1965.  A 
project submitted by a Soviet team, led by 
Mr. D.B. Riabitchev, was selected.

• The project was never constructed due to 
technical and logistical difficulties.



Selected project – never executed





1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
International Amateur Radio Club (IARC) 

The International Amateur Radio Club 
(IARC) commemorated the ITU 
Centenary by operating its station 
located in ITU headquarters on 

all amateur 
frequency bands 
for a 72-hour 
period from 15-17 
May 1965



1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
National celebrations

The Centenary of the Union 
was celebrated in many 

countries by the publication of 
articles in the newspapers and 
various journals, by the holding 

of special meetings and by 
speeches and lectures.



1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
UN family celebrations

• The UN Economic and Social Council, in a formal resolution, 
expressed its congratulations to ITU on the occasion of its' 
Centenary.

• The United Nations and most specialized agencies associated 
themselves with the celebration of the ITU Centenary, in most 
cases by the publication of special articles in their official 
journals. 

• The Centenary of the I.T.U. was one of the main events in 1965, 
which had been declared “International Cooperation Year.” 



Article published in UNESCO COURIER



1965 – 100th Anniversary – 
Centenary film

The film, “In Signal Honour” – “Pour 3 millard 
d’hommes” was co-produced with the French Ministry of 
Posts and Telecommunications and the Office de 
Radiodiffusion-
Télévision Française (ORTF).

Further information and links:
http://www.itu.int/en/history/Pages/ITUFilms.aspx

http://www.itu.int/en/history/Pages/ITUFilms.aspx


1990 – 125th Anniversary – 
ITU Open Day

– Sunday 13 May 1990 
– Exhibition of 

telecommunications of the 
past, present and future, 
covering 1000m2 and 
displaying 150 panels in three 
languages.  

– It was the first time that ITU 
opened its doors to the public.

– 1700 visitors !



1990 – 125th Anniversary – 
Postmark

The Swiss PTT designed a special postmark 
for ITU’s 125th anniversary and Open Day 
event (1990).  It was stamped on envelopes 
specially designed for the 125th anniversary 
and sold at a PTT philately counter during 
the Open Day.



1990 - 125th Anniversary – 
Cherry trees 

The ITU Association of Japan offered 
14 cherry trees to ITU for its 125th 
anniversary.  
During the opening ceremony for the 
ITU Open Day, Dr. P. Tarjanne, ITU 
Secretary-General, Messrs. D. Föllmi, 
Shigeo Sawada, Chairman of the ITU 
Association of Japan, and Akio Ijuin, 
Minister, Permanent Mission of Japan 
to the United Nations in Geneva, 
proceeded to symbolically plant one of 
the trees. 



1990 – 125th  Anniversary – 
Medal

This medal 
commemorating the 

125th anniversary of ITU 
is still given out by the 
Secretary-General on 

special occasions.



1990 – 125th Anniversary – 
Book

Great discoveries:Telecommunications
To mark its 125th anniversary, ITU 
produced an illustrated book on the 
history of telecommunications and 
the ITU. 



1995 – 130th Anniversary – 
Book

This commemorative volume 
was published by a commercial 

publisher in association with ITU 
to mark the 130th anniversary of 

ITU and the 100th anniversary 
of radiocommunications.  



1995 – 130th Anniversary

• Pins, stickers, overprint on 
ITU letterhead

• The design of this 
commemorative pin was also 
used for stickers and was 
printed on ITU stationery 
during the 130th anniversary 
year.



2015 – 150th Anniversary



2015 – 150th Anniversary
• Historical timeline
• ITU 150th Anniversary mobile app
• Commemorative Book
• Special issue of ITU News
• Golden Book
• ITU150 poster competition
• ITU 150 video greetings
• Inter‐agency games
• Videos and social media



WE HOPE TO HAVE INSPIRED YOU
THANK YOU
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