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Egypt’s Place in the Information Society

Dr Tim Kelly,

Lead ICT Policy Specialist, infoDev, World Bank

Special Session on “Egypt’s ICT Measurement Profile”

World Telecommunication Indicators Meeting, Cairo, 3 March 2009
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Agenda

• A decade of growth
�The remarkable growth of mobile communications in Egypt

�Examples of policy changes in the mobile communications sector

• Egypt in a global context
�Future challenges

�Moving towards advanced ICT services

�Top-level findings from World Bank’s “Information and Communication 
for Development 2009” report

• World Bank engagement with Egypt
�Previous and ongoing work

�Statistical Capacity-Building workshop, March 9 -12
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A decade of growth
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In 1998, mobile 
density in Egypt was 
just one quarter of

the regional average

In 1998, mobile market 
was liberalised with 

entry of two operators

In 2003, liberalisation
proceeded further with

new Telecoms Law

3rd mobile operator
Launched in May 2007Egypt’s mobile

density has 
grown almost
400 times in 
the course of
the last decade
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The fruits of success

Lower prices than 

the regional average…
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But higher than average 

ICT expenditure…
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The challenges ahead

Conversion from narrow 

to broadband Internet
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This should help in 

boosting GDP growth

Sources: ITU, World Bank
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Egypt in a global context

Access to advanced ICT services is the next challenge.
Broadband and GNI per capita, 2007

Egypt
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The promise of broadband

Percentage point growth in GDP for every 10% point growth 
in selected ICTs, 1980-2006
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World Bank IC4D 09 Report

Part I

Chapter 1: Overview

Chapter 2: Convergence

Chapter 3: Economic Impact of Broadband

Chapter 4: Backbone Networks in Africa

Chapter 5: E-government Experiences from 

India

Chapter 6: National E-government Institutions

Chapter 7: IT and IT-enabled Services

Part II

Key Trends in ICT Development

Progress in Measuring ICT

At-a-glance Tables for 150 Economies

Extending reach and increasing impact
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At-a-glance Tables

• At-a-glance tables 

gives a snapshot:
�Over time (2000-2007)

�Relative to MENA region

�Relative to Low-mid income

• Sector structure

• Sector efficiency and 

capacity

• Sector performance 

assessed by:
�Access

�Usage

�Quality

�Affordability

�Applications
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World Bank engagement with Egypt

• Examples of technical assistance in ICTs
�2007: Study of the impact of telecoms liberalization on growth, 
employment and investment

�2007: Study of policy and regulatory responses to convergence

�2008: Revision of the GDP deflator for Communication and Information 
Technology Services

�2008-09: Measuring FDI in the ICT Sector

�2008-09: Needs Assessment for Statistical Capacity Building

�2008-09: Cyberlaws, awareness raising campaign and dissemination 

• Examples of project delivery
�2009-2010: Project on Mainstreaming the use of ICTs and Management 
Information Systems in Irrigation water delivery systems

�Partners include World Bank, infoDev, Korea Trust Fund, Ministry of 
Water Resources and Irrigation

�Cairo Airport Development project is the largest current World Bank 
project in the MENA region (value of loan – US$335 million)

�Oct 2008, new US$500 million Financial Sector Development Policy loan

�Feb 2009, new US$600 million loan announced to support the Ain Sokhna 
Power Project
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Statistical Capacity Building

• Workshop organised for MCIT-IC, 8, 10-12 March 2009

• Day 1: Statistics and economics focus
�Sessions on defining ICT sector, selection of indicators, design of 
questionnaire surveys etc

• Day 2: Policy and economic focus
�Sessions on trends in ICT policy, links between ICTs and economic growth, 
pricing and affordability, mainstreaming in other sectors of the economy

• Day 3: Private sector focus
�Sessions on technology and market trends, ICT and the financial crisis, 
understanding ICT firms’ annual reports and analysing FDI in ICT

• Day 4: Open session on follow-up
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Thank you

Tim Kelly

www.infodev.org

www.worldbank.org/gict


