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Action required: 

Participants are invited to take note of this summary record and, as they see fit, to give effect to the recommendation adopted.

Abstract: 

This summary record comprises extracts from the final report of the Bamako meeting
, namely:

· The report

· Subjects adopted for the groups of experts

· The Recommendation

It should be noted that the Bamako meeting requested that the Recommendation be submitted to the Study Group 1 and 2 meetings as a working document.
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FINAL REPORT

________

1
Introduction

At the invitation of the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau ( BDT ) and in cooperation with SOTELMA (Mali), a regional meeting on the participation of the African countries in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups was held in Bamako from 22 to 23 May 2000. The meeting was followed, on 24 May 2000, by the regional preparatory meeting for the World Standardization Telecommunication Assembly.

The opening ceremony was attended by Mr Dieudonné Alpha Amadou SOW, Secretary-General of the Ministry of Communication, representing Her Excellency the Minister, and Mr Kaffa DICKO, Deputy General Director of SOTELMA, and by Mr Hamadoun TOURE, Director of BDT, and Mr Houlin ZHAO, Director of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).

Three speeches were delivered at the opening ceremony, by Mr Hamadoun TOURE, Mr Houlin ZHAO and Mr Dieudonné Alpha Amadou SOW.

In their addresses, the speakers emphasized the importance of the ITU Study Groups and the need for active participation of the African countries in their work. They also welcomed the organization of the joint meeting involving two of the three ITU Sectors, namely the Development Sector (ITU-D) and the Standardization Sector (ITU-T).

Fifty-one participants from nineteen countries and regional organizations participated in the meeting. The list of participants is attached in Annex 1.

2
Composition of the Bureau

The Bureau of the meeting was composed as follows:

Chairperson:

Mr Diadé TOURE (Mali), Vice-Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 1

Vice-Chairperson:
Ms Elizabeth NZAGI (Tanzania)

Rapporteurs:

Mr Josué YONGORO (Central African Republic)





Mr Daniel Duncan NJIRI (Kenya).

3
Agenda

The proposed agenda was adopted without amendment, and is attached in Annex 2.

4.
Results of the meeting

4.1
Questions of interest for Africa and creation of groups of experts for each Question 

Two contributions from BDT were presented relating, respectively, to the terms of reference of the ITU-D Study Groups, and to the questionnaire concerning the participation of the African countries in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups, along with contributions from the Central African Republic, the Broadcasting Office of Mali and the Vice-Chairperson of ITU-D Study Group 1. After a fruitful debate, the following conclusions were reached :

I) 
Individual contributions:

i)
inadequate African participation in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups;

ii)
rare consultations between the countries;

iii)
lack of human and financial resources allocated to these activities;

iv)
need to increase awareness among African decision-makers.

II)
Analysis of the replies to the questionnaire on the participation of African countries in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups:

i)
The number of replies received was relatively low but was found representative enough to constitute a basis for analysis (24 replies for SG1 and 23 for SG2). However, the meeting requested BDT to continue the consultation with the countries in order to collect as many replies as possible.

ii)
Based on the results of the questionnaire, it was decided to group Questions into four topics per Study Group, indicating the level of priority for each Question. The synthesis of the replies to the questionnaire (Document AFR/011(Rev. 2)) was adopted, and is attached in Annex 3.

(
Each topic will be assigned to a group of experts
(
A group of experts was set up for gender issues

(
For each group of experts, a Rapporteur and a Co-Rapporteur were appointed. The countries and organizations concerned are invited to confirm the names of the Rapporteurs to the BDT secretariat (Geneva) before 10 June 2000, with copy to the Vice-Chairpersons (Mr Diadié TOURE and Mr Gomez ZITA) and to the ITU Regional Office in Addis-Ababa. The distribution of the Questions to each topic and the list of Rapporteurs and Co-Rapporteurs are attached in Annex 4.

iii)
Terms of reference of the groups of experts: Each expert shall prepare at least one contribution per year. The group will work by post, electronic mail, and fax or by any other means, including meetings. The contributions of each expert group shall be sent to each vice-chairperson concerned. The first contributions shall be received at the BDT secretariat in Geneva by 11 July 2000 at the latest for SG1 and 17 July 2000 for SG2. Contributions received after those dates will not be translated, in accordance with the rules in force (see WTDC-98 Resolution 4).

iv)
The results of the questionnaire indicate the willingness of the countries to participate in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups and to submit written contributions. Regarding financial aspects, many countries agreed to contribute to defraying the costs of participation in the work within their budgetary limits. Other countries rely entirely on the assistance of BDT.

4.2
Mechanisms for participation in the work of the Study Groups

The meeting decided to set up a new mechanism necessary to enhance the participation of the African countries in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups.

The aim will be to create synergy between the groups of national experts, the regional and subregional organizations, and the ITU offices in Africa.

According to needs, regional and subregional consultative meetings will be organized to facilitate and consolidate the exchange of information and the preparatory work that will be undertaken throughout the year by electronic mail and, if possible, videoconferencing or other media.

Greater awareness on the part of the decision-makers in the countries will be a decisive factor for the success of the mechanism created.

4.3
Other matters of interest for African countries

The meeting also took note of contributions submitted by BDT on other matters of interest for the African group, such as:

· Participation in the work of the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9

· Status of the work of the Focus Group on Topic 7 (study of the various mechanisms by which to promote the development of the new telecommunication technologies for rural applications)

· Development of multimedia in Africa.

In regard to these different items the following was agreed:

· To appeal to the Directors of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) and Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) of ITU to facilitate the participation of developing countries in the work of the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9 by coordinating the programme of meetings and providing facilities for translation and interpretation in at least three languages. The countries that have not yet replied to the questionnaire on national spectrum management are invited to do so before 1 August 2000, preferably by e-mail.
· To invite the African countries to participate actively in the Focus Group on Topic 7 which is considered important for the region.
· A regulatory framework should be set up in each country in order to encourage cooperation between the telecommunication and broadcasting operators and to facilitate development of the infrastructure that supports multimedia.
5
Recommendations

The meeting adopted a recommendation aiming at strengthening the participation of the African countries in the ITU-D Study Groups (Document AFR/012(Rev.1), which is attached in Annex 5). 

6.
Closing ceremony

At the closing ceremony of the regional meeting on the participation of the African countries in the work of ITU-D Study Groups and the African preparatory meeting for the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, the delegate of the Central African Republic read out the final communiqué summarizing the recommendations adopted by the two meetings.

The delegate of Senegal read out a motion of thanks extended to the Government of Mali and SOTELMA for the warm welcome received and the facilities made available to participants during the two meetings.

Mr Hamadoun TOURE, Director of BDT, expressed satisfaction with the results achieved, and reiterated BDT’s willingness to work together with the African countries in order to meet the challenges of the third millennium and help the African continent emerge from its underdevelopment.  He thanked the representatives of non-African organizations participating in the meeting for their solidarity and their contribution to the work of the meeting.

Mr Houlin ZHAO, Director of TSB, also emphasized the positive results achieved at both meetings, which had afforded him a better insight to the concerns of the African countries.

Mr Dieudonné SOW, Secretary-General of the Ministry of Communications, representing Her Excellency the Minister, was gratified to note that the two meetings had reviewed all the issues in fine detail and helped to lay the foundations for more active participation of the African countries in the work of ITU.  He stressed BDT’s role as a catalyst, and was happy that the two meetings had adopted similar approaches to study the various Questions assigned to the ITU-D Study Groups.  After thanking ITU for the assistance it provided to the African countries, he declared the two meetings closed.

Annexes:

(1)
List of participants
(2)
Agenda of the meeting
(3)
Compilation of replies received to Questionnaire (Document AFR/011(Rev.2))
(4)
Topics retained for the groups of experts
(5)
Recommendation (Document AFR/012(Rev.1))

ITU-D STUDY GROUPS

TOPICS RETAINED FOR THE GROUPS OF EXPERTS 

I)  -  QUESTIONS PER TOPIC

1 – Study Group 1:

	Topics
	Questions
	Rapporteur
	Co-Rapporteur

	Network regulation
	6/1, 7/1
	Burkina
	Kenya

	Regulatory bodies
	8/1,10/1
	Mali
	Gambia

	Tariff issues
	11/1, 12/1
	Ethiopia
	Mali

	New technologies
	9/1, 13/1, 14/1, 15/1, 16/1
	Senegal
	Tanzania


2 – Study Group 2:

	Topics
	Questions
	Rapporteur
	Co-Rapporteur

	Rural Telecommunications
	10/2
	South Africa
	Benin

	Telemedicine
	14/2
	Cameroon
	Kenya

	Multimedia
	11/2, 12/2
	Mali (ORTM)
	South Africa

	Human resources 
	9/2, 15/2, 16/2
	Kenya
	Burkina


3 – Gender Issues:

	Topics
	Questions
	Rapporteur
	Co-Rapporteur

	Gender Issues 
	
	South Africa
	South Africa


II)  -  IMPORTANT QUESTIONS FOR AFRICA

1 – Study Group 1:


Total number of replies received : 24

	Questions
	Percentage of replies

	13/1
	87,5 %

	7/1
	75 %

	6/1
	75 %

	12/1
	75 %

	8/1
	66, 7 %

	9/1
	54,2 %

	11/1
	54,2 %

	15/1
	45,8 %

	14/1
	33,3 %

	10/1
	29,2%

	16/1
	20,8 %


2 – Study Group 2:


Total number of replies received: 23

	Questions
	Percentage of replies

	10/2
	82,6 %

	12/2
	47,8 %

	15/2
	47,8 %

	14/2
	43,5%

	16/2
	43,5 %

	9/2
	34,8 %

	11/2
	21,7 %
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Recommendation

Enhancing the participation of African countries 
in the work of ITU-D Study Groups

The meeting of the African region on enhancing the participation of African countries in the work of ITU-D Study Groups (Bamako, Mali, 22 - 23 May 2000), 


considering
a) the memorandum by the African countries submitted to the meeting of ITU-D Study Group 1 in September 1997 (Document 1/219-2/215); 

b) Resolution 5 of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (Valletta, 1998); 

c) that the participation, in terms of both contributions and presence, of African countries in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups remains insufficient; 

d) that African subregional and regional organizations do not participate in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups; 

e) that African countries should be involved in all stages of work of the ITU-D Study Groups: preparation of contributions, approval and adoption of results;

f) that insufficient participation of the African countries may lead to inadequate consideration of specific telecommunication network development problems in the region, including multimedia aspects, and of appropriate regulatory measures to accompany this development; 

g) the catalytic role that ITU-D Study Group Rapporteurs and Vice-Chairpersons from the African region can play in order to improve the participation of African countries in the work of ITU-D Study Groups;

h) the need for the African countries to participate in the work of the three ITU Sectors using their respective working languages,


taking into account

a) relevant provisions of the ITU Constitution and Convention relating to the working languages; 

b) decisions taken at the Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998) on the use of the working languages in ITU,


convinced

a) of the need to enhance the participation of African countries in the work of ITU-D Study Groups; 

b) of the important role that the ITU regional offices should play in the mobilization of human resources in the region, in order to enhance the participation of African countries in the work of ITU-D Study Groups, 


noting
a) with satisfaction the measures taken by BDT to implement WTDC-98 Resolution 5, particularly in the African region; 

b) that this meeting has grouped together Study Group Questions in four topics in each Study Group;

c) the creation of eight groups of experts to study the different topics;

d) the creation of a group of experts on gender issues;

e) the appointment of one Rapporteur and one Co-Rapporteur for each group of experts,

invites 

1) the ITU Members States and ITU-D Sector Members, in close collaboration with ITU offices in Africa, to:

· endeavour to implement the mechanism for consultation and exchange on the work of the 
ITU-D Study Groups adopted at this meeting in Bamako;

· authorize the competent experts to work in the nine groups of experts set up at this meeting in Bamako,

· work closely with the regional and subregional organizations and training institutes of the region; 

· set up competent groups of experts at the national, subregional and regional level, in order to:


- study questions of interest for Africa; 


- prepare contributions to Study Group meetings; 


- participate in the Study Group meetings; 

· follow up recommendations, resolutions, handbooks or guidelines produced by the Study Groups;

· as far as possible, use computer and web facilities in their activities with ITU; 

· make use of the Study Group Vice-Chairpersons from the African region as a resource to implement the mechanism of consultation and exchange adopted at this meeting in Bamako;

· contribute financially to the implementation of the above-mentioned activities;

2) regional and subregional organizations in Africa to play their role in participating as far as possible in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups;

3) the Study Group Vice-Chairpersons from the African region to work in close collaboration with the ITU offices based in Africa for the implementation of the mechanism of consultation and exchange adopted at this meeting in Bamako,


requests the Directors of the Bureaux of the three ITU Sectors

1) to take the appropriate measures to ensure that the rules governing to the use of the working languages in ITU are applied;

2) to strengthen cooperation between the Sectors in order to better coordinate their different activities,

requests the Directors of BR and TSB

to take the appropriate measures to implement similar mechanisms as those adopted at this meeting in Bamako in order to facilitate and enhance countries’ participation in the work of the Study Groups of their respective Sectors,


requests the Directors of BDT and BR

to facilitate the participation of the developing countries in the work of the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9, by coordinating the programme of meetings and providing facilities for translation and interpretation in at least three languages,


requests ITU/BDT 

1) to make decision-makers from the African countries aware of the importance of the ITU-D Questions under study;

2) to encourage participation of the private sector from the African countries in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups;

3) to continue granting fellowships to experts from LDCs and to experts from other countries having recognized expertise in the different Questions under study;

4) to provide assistance to the African countries for the organization of meetings:

· consultation meetings at the subregional and regional levels; 

· meetings of the groups of experts set up at this meeting in Bamako,


further requests the ITU/BDT 

1) to continue working to strengthen the regional presence;

2) to continue implementing recommendations adopted by the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) on the participation of developing countries in the work of the three ITU Sectors;

3) to implement, as soon as possible, Resolution 66 (Rev. Minneapolis, 1998) of the Plenipotentiary Conference in order to encourage and facilitate efficient use of the documentation and publications of the Union on the web;

4) to take the appropriate measures in order to set up a framework of partnership between regional and subregional organizations, sponsors, etc. interested in the Sector in order to facilitate the participation of African countries in BDT activities;

5) to distribute this recommendation as a working document to the next ITU-D Study Group meetings which will take place in September 2000 in Geneva. 

__________

� Document AFR/013(Rev.1), sent to ITU-D Member States and Sector Members in the Africa region and to participants in the meeting
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