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Question 11/2: 
Examine digital broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, assessment of demands on human resources, interoperability of digital systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue to digital technique
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ITU STANDARDS IN THE FIELD OF BROADCASTING

________

Abstract: 

This document contains a reaction from NABA-TC to the liaison statement sent to the Chairmen of ITU-T Study Group 9 and ITU-R Study Group 6 by the Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2 on 25 September 2000, the contents of which was agreed at the ITU-D Study Group meeting in September 2000 (Ref. Document 2/210).

_____

North American Broadcasters Association - Technical Committee

ON THE LIAISON STATEMENT OF STUDY GROUP 2 OF THE D-SECTOR
REGARDING THE adoption of MULTIPLE standards FOR THE SAME worldwide APPLICATION

The NABA-TC is the standing technical body of the North American Broadcasters Association.  It is thus in a position to present the technical viewpoints of a most authoritative association of professional users in the area of television and sound program production and broadcasting, including the viewpoints of a large number of broadcasters, cable operators, and direct-to-home satellite companies in North America.

In this capacity, the NABA-TC has noted with great interest the liaison statement that ITU-D Study Group 2 has sent to ITU-R Study Group 6 (document 6/056) and to ITU-T Study Group 9 in September 2000.

That liaison statement read as follows:

“ITU-D Study Group 2 notes that the issuance of different, incompatible standards in the field of broadcasting, may not always be in the best interests of the end-user/consumer.  Therefore, it invites ITU-T Study Group 9 and ITU-R Study Group 6 to endeavor to minimize, as much as possible, the number of different Recommendations containing standards issued for the same global application, in the various areas of broadcasting.  ITU-D Study Group 2 would also like to emphasize the importance for developing countries of the interoperability between different standards.”

The NABA-TC completely understands and supports this position of ITU-D Study Group 2.  The existence of multiple, incompatible, standards for the same application is indeed very often against the best interests of consumers and users.

For this reason, the NABA-TC has always taken a position in favor of the adoption of a single or minimum number of worldwide technical standards for each broadcasting application, when possible.

The NABA-TC realizes however that the choice of a standard for a given service must be based on a delicate balance among various technical, economic and environmental factors and constraints. There may be applications, for which different Administrations may wish to adopt a different balance of those factors. 

When it appears impossible to recommend a single standard for a worldwide broadcasting application, the NABA-TC supports an approach to technical standardization, by which the user requirements related to the service in question are fully analyzed, and all the standards that are proposed for use in that service are then checked in terms of their ability to meet those requirements.

The NABA-TC is confident that Study Group 2 of the D-Sector and Study Group 6 of the R-Sector share its view and approach, and that they will welcome the support and co-operation of the NABA-TC on technical studies of their interest, where that co-operation may prove advantageous.

__________
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