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	Administrative Circular CA/32
	15 February 2002

	Ref:
	CA/32 STG
	

	Contact:
	Fidélia Akpo
	

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5439
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5484
	

	E-mail:
	devsg2@itu.int
	

	Subject:
	ITU-D study groups: Second series of proposals for Questions to be submitted 
to WTDC‑02


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU
and members of the Development Sector
Dear Sir/Madam,

By Administrative Circular CA/27 dated 2 November 2001 a first series of proposals for Questions to be submitted to WTDC-02
 were submitted to you.

TDAG
 held its latest meeting of the cycle from 16 to 18 January 2002, and considered a second series of Questions received from Member States and Sector Members for submission to 
WTDC-02.  In accordance with Section 3, §2.2, of Resolution 4 of WTDC-98, which states that at least one month before a WTDC, the Director of BDT is to communicate to Member States and Sector Members a list of the Questions proposed, together with any changes recommended by TDAG, and make these available on the ITU website, I am sending you three new proposals for Questions.  TDAG’s comments have been indicated at the beginning of each proposal.

As you are aware, the Development Sector study groups take up issues and matters of special interest to developing countries. WTDC‑02 will therefore be the occasion for you to decide on the Questions or matters that are of particular concern to you. To be sure, these matters may pertain to telecommunication development strategy and policy, as well as to the development and management of telecommunication services and networks.

All the Questions are available on ITU's website, at the following URL:

http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_1998-2002/circular/CircLet.html 

I look forward to meeting you in Istanbul, and remain,

Yours faithfully,
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Hamadoun I. Touré
Director

Annexes

	Title
	Source

	Study Group 2
	Document

	1.
	Proposal for a new Question 16/2:  Network planning tools (Extending the ITU PLANITU competence)
	WTDC-40

	2.
	Draft proposal on Preparation of training courses in teletraffic engineering (TTE), based on the handbook on TTE
	WTDC-10

	3.
	Draft new Question on Preparation of a handbook for developing countries on basic methodologies for calculating national spectrum fees
	WTDC-08


Distribution:

–
Administrations of the Member States of ITU

–
ITU‑D Sector Members

–
Contact points for ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2

–
ITU distribution list

(1)

Proposal for a new Question 16/2: Network planning tools
(Extending the ITU PLANITU competence)

Note from the BDT Secretariat

During its seventh meeting (Geneva, 16-18 January 2002), TDAG made the following comments on the proposed new Question:

•
Many delegates expressed their concern about the wording "NGN" (new generation networks), which has not yet been defined by ITU-T.

•
There is a real need for developing countries to have and master network planning tools that address special areas of network planning and data acquisition methods. However, the theory of NGN is under study in ITU-T, and ITU-D should not embark on NGN.

•
PLANITU needs to be improved. Therefore, it is advisable to reword the Question so that it could be handled by the Development Sector, thus avoiding NGN.

•
ITU-D could answer the question of providing planning tools in a different way, possibly through a relevant BDT Programme.

•
After a long discussion, TDAG decided to take note of the proposal for a new Question, and to forward it to WTDC-02 for its consideration.

International Teletraffic Congress (ITC), Committee 3

PROPOSAL FOR A NEW QUESTION 16/2: NETWORK PLANNING TOOLS
(EXTENDING THE ITU PLANITU COMPETENCE)

SUBJECT: Improve ITU network planning competence

During the ITU/ITC Workshop in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, held during the ITC17 Congress (2‑7 December 2001), the participants to the Workshop expressed interest in participating in improving the Network Planning competence at ITU. This proposal is therefore submitted for consideration by ITU-D, Study Group 2.

1
Statement of the situation

Since 1973 ITU has had the network optimization program PLANITU. During the years ITU, with the support of other countries, in particular Bulgaria, improved the software program and developed a comprehensive training programme based on the PLANITU program. Numerous Member States of the ITU have since received this software package and had training in using it.

Originally the PLANITU network optimization tool was based on the analogue telephone network optimization, but was continuously updated to consider the evolving new technologies.

With the evolving new systems, such as mobile services networks, wideband services and new network structures leading to global networks (UPTN numbering), a lot of complementary information is available by Member States and the telecommunication industries on such network planning. More information is also available on forecasting such services and on the traffic pattern, which is necessary to know and use as input data for the network optimization.

This situation needs to be investigated and studied by specialists from ITU and its Member States and Sector Members in order to obtain best available knowledge on network planning. This was also discussed at the recently held ITU/ITC Workshop on Teletraffic Engineering at the ITC17 in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, 2-7 December 2001 (where 14 countries took part in the Workshop).

Many countries that have already manifested their interest actively participate in such work.

2
Issues to be developed

Network planning experiences from ITU Member States and Sector Members where the industries are actively working on this field of network optimization.

3
Expected output

Studying of planning methods applicable to NGN (new generation networks).

Additional network planning tools that address special areas of network planning and data acquisition methods to obtain the required input data for network planning: The possibility of merging such network planning methods into PLANITU, or a network-planning library available at ITU, would strengthen ITU's role as a worldwide guide for developing countries, and others, on this very important subject.

4
Timing

The work should be included in the ITU-D Study Group 2 programme for 2002-2005, and could be part of Question 16/2, "Preparation of Handbooks for developing countries". 

5
Proposers/sponsors

The International Teletraffic Congress, with its many Member countries, organizations, industries as well as its Committee 3 (developing countries and ITU matters).

It is suggested that Member States and Sector Members of ITU-T and ITU-D be invited to join an expert group working under the guidance of a network planning expert from ITC and/or ITU.

The ITU/ITC Workshop in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, had 14 countries attending the workshop and the meeting expressed its strong support for the suggested action by ITU/ITC.

6
Sources of input required

a)
Existing PLANITU project documentation, and experience worldwide.

b)
Experience in this field from Member States and Sector Members willing to contribute.

7
Target audience for the output

a)
Indicate expected types of target audience, by noting all relevant points on the matrix which follows:

	
	Developed countries
	Developing countries
	LDCs

	Telecom policy makers
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Telecom regulators
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Service providers (operators)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Manufacturers
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Universities/Research Centres
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Training centres of ITU
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes


b)
Target audience - Who specifically will use the output?


The output will be most helpful specifically to the senior and middle management personnel of all Member States and Sector Members who are responsible for establishing strategies and plans for network planning and optimization of their networks, urban, rural and national. It will also serve international network planning requirements.
c)
Proposed methods for the implementation of the results


Creating a working group of network planning traffic-engineering experts.

8
Proposed method of handling this Question or issue

a)
How? Indicate the suggested handling of the proposed Question or issue

1)
Within a study group

No

2)
In other ways


By an expert group
b)
Why? Explain why you selected the alternative under a) above

The study of this Question involves the review, analysis and assessment of the experience of many Member States and Sector Members with regard to network planning of telecommunication networks and services.

Taking into account the urgency and the fact that work of this nature should include a collection of experiences and opinions, the preparation of these supplements can be carried out most effectively and promptly by experts who are able to contribute efficiently.

9
Coordination requirements of the study

Close coordination is required with the successor relevant programmes to the Valletta Action Plan Programmes and the relevant study groups of the three ITU Sectors.

Coordination is required as appropriate with regional telecommunication organizations that are involved in work which relates to telecommunication services in rural and remote areas, with the ITU study groups (ITU-T, R and D) and with the BDT Secretariat.

10
Other relevant information

To be determined.

____________

(2)

Draft proposal on Preparation of training courses in teletraffic engineering (TTE), 
based on the handbook on TTE

Note from the BDT Secretariat

During its seventh meeting (Geneva, 16-18 January 2002), TDAG made the following comments on the draft proposal:

· The idea of training courses is fully supported, but should not necessarily be considered as a Question to be studied by the ITU-D study groups.

· It is proposed to implement the proposal through partnership between ICT and BDT, through the relevant BDT HRD Programme.

_____

International Teletraffic Congress (ITC)
DRAFT PROPOSAL ON PREPARATION OF TRAINING COURSES IN TELETRAFFIC ENGINEERING (TTE), BASED ON THE HANDBOOK ON TTE2
1
Statement of the situation

Knowledge in TTE is poorly available in developing countries.  To help improve this situation the ITC, a Sector Member of both ITU-D and ITU-T, proposed to ITU-D the creation of a handbook on TTE for developing countries.

During the last 2-3 years, it was developed within ITU-D Study Group 2, Question 16/2.  It was finally delivered in the English language during the meeting of Study Group 2 in Caracas (Venezuela), 10-14 September 2001.  It is presently under translation into French and Spanish.  These editions are planned to be available in June 2002.

By using this handbook, ITC and its collaborators will develop suitable traning courses at various levels of knowledge, to be available for organized training in TTE in English, French and Spanish.

2
Question for study

Following the completion of the TTE handbook, it is time to organize training programmes for developing countries worldwide.  These are proposed to be undertaken in cooperation with ITU-D as part of the ITU-D/ITC cooperation agreement signed on 24 January 2001, and worked out by using the training centres (e.g. Centres of Excellence) that are available with ITU-D.

3
Description of expected outputs

In line with the cooperation agreement mentioned above, we suggest the following outputs:

a)
Organized TTE courses, which can be courses physically attended and/or Internet-based, monitored from a centrally based knowledge centre (e.g. University of Denmark in Copenhagen), for the ITU-D Centres of Excellence or at other training centres in individual countries, using available expertise in the ITC membership organization, covering a large number of countries and languages.

b)
Courses prepared to cover:
- “Qualification courses” in mathematics and statistics, aimed at selecting candidates from countries that will be able to follow the TTE training courses;
- Basic course(s) in TTE for beginners;
- Advanced course(s) in TTE for qualified trainees;
- Specialized courses in TTE subjects (e.g. network planning).

c)
Expertise in advising administrations/operating agencies in developing countries on how to create and/or improve a TTE organization in case such are not available, or inadequate, in their present organization.

4
Required timing

The preparation of such courses has already started at ITC Committee 3, and should continue to be developed as from 2002 when the TTE handbook will be available.

5
Proposers/Sponsors of the activity

ITC, with its worldwide expertise in the TTE fields.  ITC Committee 3, which is aimed at developing countries, will establish a coordinating committee of specialists from ITC and ITU to coordinate the work on this training programme proposal.

6
Sources of input

a)
ITC membership, with their associated institutions and organizations;

b)
Specialists in TTE from universities;

c)
Specialists from ITU Member States and Sector Members (other than ITC);

d)
ITU specialists in TTE in its regional offices and training centres.

________________

(3)

Draft new Question on Preparation of a handbook for developing countries
on basic methodologies for calculating national spectrum fees

Note from the BDT Secretariat

During its seventh meeting (Geneva, 16-18 January 2002), TDAG examined the proposal. The following comments were made:

•
The Question was considered as important, not only for developing countries but for all the countries.

•
Mr Terry Jeacock, Chairman of the Joint Group on WTDC-98 Resolution 9, and Mr Nabil Kisrawi, Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2, recognizing the importance of the issue to developing countries, explained the actions that had taken place at the last ITU-D study group meetings as a result of the request in Document 2/269 for studies on "tariff aspects of spectrum management" to be included in the future work associated with Resolution 9. During the Study Group 2 meeting, a group of developing countries had further defined their requirements for these studies, including the determination of the cost of licences and other charges for spectrum use. Examples for a range of radiocommunication applications were requested, together with practical methodologies. Study Group 2 had sent these as a liaison statement to ITU-R Study Group 1, recognizing the studies already undertaken by WP 1B and described in the ITU-R report SM.2012-1 (Economic aspects of spectrum management). Further, the liaison statement requested that the results should be reviewed within the Joint Group for Resolution 9.


At its meeting in November 2001, ITU-R Study Group 1 had welcomed this liaison statement and agreed to deal with the request within the work programme to update report SM.2012. A liaison reply was sent. In addition, ITU-R Study Group 1 began the updating of the National Spectrum Management Handbook, and this will include a new section on financing spectrum management, including the setting of fees.

TDAG expressed its concern that the Question from Eritrea might result in duplication of efforts with the proposed Resolution 9 and draft Question 12/1, and decided to forward the draft new Question with its comments to WTDC-02 for its consideration.

Eritrea
Draft new Question on preparation of a handbook for developing countries 
on basic methodologies for calculating national spectrum fees

1
Present situation

The proposed Question is one of the most pressing issues to many developing and particularly least developed countries who have difficulties in drafting and ratifying spectrum fee laws so that spectrum users can readily use the national resource as efficiently as possible without hoarding too much of the resource, and for administrations to be more transparent and reasonable in their spectrum levies, authorization and licensing to existing and new entrants to the wireless industry.

2
Statement of the problem

The issue for study being requested by our administration is specifically basic methodologies for calculating administrative and regulatory fee codes and their corresponding fees, especially for use of popular bands like HF, VHF and UHF as utilized for fixed and land mobile services, both for private and government use.

3
Description of expected outputs

The output of this proposed study Question will surely benefit regulatory agencies of Member States, particularly developing countries who have difficulties in identifying and evaluating the bands of high demand and those bands which may have potential demand in future markets and emerging technologies as the 2 GHz band for IMT-2000 and beyond. 

4
Required timing and expected outputs

Time-limit for the development of the requested methodologies may be within a period of one year. 

5
Proposers/Sponsors of the Question

Ministry of Transport and Communications, Eritrea.

6
Source of input required for carrying out the study

The main players in enhancing the development of such handbooks on such issues are experienced operators from LDCs whose market environment is very similar to their counterparts of other LDC countries so that relevant advice can easily be transferred to those in need of resolving spectrum fee issues.

The importance of this handbook on the above-mentioned issue is reflected in the last ITU-D Study Group 2 meeting in Caracas, Venezuela (10-14 September 2001) as stipulated in Document 2/269 on page 2 and paragraph 2 of that paper concerning interconnection fees. Unreasonable charges levied by regulatory agencies from mobile operators due to lack of relevant information on national market value of the spectrum will surely and substantially affect interconnection agreements among operators if the right value of the spectrum is not identified and properly calculated with due concern to the current economic impact of the country. 

Other sources of input may also be regulatory agencies and operators of developed countries who have enough knowledge of the problems of those countries in need of the required information. 

7
Target audience for the output

a)
Indicate expected types of target audience, by noting all relevant points on the matrix which follows:

	
	Developed countries
	Developing countries
	LDCs

	Telecommunication Policy Makers
	X
	X
	X

	Telecommunication Regulators
	X
	X
	X

	Service Providers
(Operators)
	X
	X
	X

	Manufacturers
	-
	-
	-


b)
Target audience - Who specifically will use the output

Manufacturers as such are not directly influenced nor have the influence on development and preparation of such handbooks/reference manuals.

The purpose of this proposal for the next study period is to have a current reference manual on balanced national spectrum fees liable to mobile operators and during national and international bids for spectrum licensing and authorization of channels to government and private users. 

c)
Proposed methods for implementing the results

At the end of the study period the prepared reference manual on the above-mentioned Question can thus be distributed to requesting authorities and entities and periodic distribution of updates of the manual.

8
Proposed methods for handling this Question

a)
The proposed Question can be handled within the study groups in consultation with expert consultants whose knowledge of LDC needs is adequate to correctly address their specific requirements. 

b)
The option in a) for handling the Question is the need for LDCs to forward their problems in study group meetings to help enrich clarifications and forward their specific needs during their participation in such forums and workshops. 

9
Coordination requirements of the study

That can be done within the ITU Sectors and external consultants and experts on such fields who can easily identify the needs and difficulties of LDCs.

10
Other relevant information

Currently in Eritrea, we have not yet developed such reference manuals on basic methodologies on settlement of fixed, balanced and cost-based spectrum fees which can cover our administrative and regulatory costs bearing in mind that the base for charging users for the use of the national spectrum by regulatory agencies is not going to be on a profit/revenue basis, but in helping coordinate and harmonize the spectrum licensing and authorization without pressurising the end user in using the natural resource but also can create awareness in the value of the limited resource.
_____________

� World Telecommunication Development Conference, Istanbul (Turkey), 18-17 March 2002


� Telecommunication Development Advisory Group
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