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The Annual Global Symposium for Regulators
(GSR)

a unique venue for regulators and policy makers

to meet and exchange views and experiences

to develop a common understanding and 

adopt

best practice guidelines addressing key
regulatory issues

Global Symposium for Regulators
February 2007 Edition 

The Road to Next-Generation Networks 
(NGN): Can Regulators Promote Investment 

and Achieve Open Access?
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ITU—Helping Regulators To 
Communicate
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GSR Best Practice Guidelines
ITU Global Symposium for Regulators 
(GSR) 2003 Best Practice Guidelines on 
Universal Access

GSR 2004 Best Practice Guidelines on 
Promotion of Low Cost Broadband

GSR 2005 Best Practice Guidelines for 
Spectrum Management to Promote
Broadband Access

GSR 2007 Best Practice Guidelines for 
Next-Generation Networks Migration
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GSR 2003 Universal Access
Best Practice Guidelines

The success of any universal access/service policy is 
dependent upon political support at the highest level that 
recognizes the role of ICTs as a tool for development.

Countries can use regulatory reform as the first step in 
achieving universal access, recognizing that further steps 
may be necessary to achieve ubiquitous access to ICTs, 
e.g., in rural areas or to users with special needs.

Universal service funds can be viewed as an option that 
complements regulatory reform and developed as a 
mechanism within a broader market-oriented approach to 
achieving universal access.
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GSR 2004 Best Practice Guidelines 
on Promotion of Low Cost Broadband

• We encourage regulators to set policies to stimulate 
competition among various technologies and industry 
segments that will lead to the development and 
deployment of broadband capacity.  This includes 
addressing barriers or bottlenecks that may exist with 
regard to access to essential facilities on a non-
discriminatory basis.

• We encourage regulators to allocate adequate spectrum to 
facilitate the use of modern, cost effective broadband 
radiocommunications technologies.  We further encourage 
innovative approaches to managing the spectrum resource 
such as the ability to share spectrum or allocating on a 
license-exempt non-interference basis.

• We recommend that the promotion of access to low cost 
broadband interconnectivity should be integrated from 
“grass-roots” efforts to identify local needs all the way 
through to the “tree tops” of international law.  
Governments, businesses and non-governmental 
organizations should be involved.
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GSR 2005 Best Practice Guidelines 
for Spectrum Management to 
Promote Broadband Access

Embracing the principle of minimum necessary regulation, 
where possible, to reduce or eliminate regulatory barriers to 
spectrum access, including simplified licence and 
authorization procedures for the use of spectrum resources.

Carrying out public consultations on spectrum management 
policies and procedures to allow interested parties to 
participate in the decision-making process, such as:

public consultations before changing national frequency 
allocation plans; and
public consultations on spectrum management decisions likely to 
affect service providers.

Adopting lighter regulatory approaches in rural and less 
congested areas, such as flexible regulation of power levels, 
the use of specialized antennas, the use of simple 
authorizations, the use of geographic licensing areas, lower 
spectrum fees and secondary markets in rural areas.
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GSR 2007 Best Practice Guidelines 
for Next-Generation Networks 

Migration
We encourage regulators to adopt a coherent approach to We encourage regulators to adopt a coherent approach to 
regulating the converged information and communication regulating the converged information and communication 
technology (ICT) sector. One approach could be through the technology (ICT) sector. One approach could be through the 
establishing of converged ICT regulatory authorities.establishing of converged ICT regulatory authorities.
We encourage regulators to adopt licensing frameworks We encourage regulators to adopt licensing frameworks 
which are flexible and technology neutral, recognizing that which are flexible and technology neutral, recognizing that 
these attributes are vital for the transition towards an NGN these attributes are vital for the transition towards an NGN 
world, characterized by the decoupling of world, characterized by the decoupling of 
service/application provision from the underlying service/application provision from the underlying 
infrastructure.infrastructure.
We believe that the security of communications will become We believe that the security of communications will become 
increasingly important in a new IP based communication increasingly important in a new IP based communication 
environment, and therefore encourage regulators to follow environment, and therefore encourage regulators to follow 
developments of security issues, and implement appropriate developments of security issues, and implement appropriate 
measures such as, for example consider requiring reports measures such as, for example consider requiring reports 
from relevant service providers on security incidents and from relevant service providers on security incidents and 
failures.failures.
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Effective Regulation Linked 
to Investment

Source ECTA Regulatory Scorecard 2005
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Meeting the Millennium Development Goals: 
promote development and improve the quality of life

• “Our challenge is to harness the 
potential of ICTs to promote the 
development goals of the Millennium 
Declaration…”

• Make available the benefits of new 
technologies especially information and 
communications technologies (ICTs).

• ICTs are considered as fundamental 
working tools for development
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Online forum for Online forum for 
RegulatorsRegulators and Policy and Policy makersmakers

Forum en ligne pour les rForum en ligne pour les réégulateurs et gulateurs et 
les dles déécideurscideurs

http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/grex/index.html
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Thank you!

susan.schorr@itu.int


