Question 1/3 - Study of economic issues and of the impact of national policies as they relate to the development of telecommunication services and networks��

Reason for study:��- Major development in the market conditions of international telecommunications (e.g. liberalization, competition, globalization of demand) require the ITU, as the sole international organization specialized in telecommunications, to study and to develop guidelines for Members and their ROAs to respond positively to such evolutions.

- It is necessary for Members and ROAs to share a common understanding of the economic and policy issues and impacts brought about by the changes in the environment of international telecommunications.

- D series Recommendations on tariff and accounting principles provide practical guideline in the formulation of economic and policy aspects of international telecommunication services. Study Group 3 is therefore the appropriate forum where experts from regulators and operators representing developed and developing countries participate to discuss these issues.

- Alternative calling procedures have been considered by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto, 1994) in its Resolution 21, underlining the adverse effects that they may have on the operation of telecommunication networks, mainly those of developing countries, and WTSC-96, in its Resolution 29 requested the continuation of the studies already initiated in respect to alternative calling procedures.

- Special considerations are required for the particular needs of developing countries.

Scope:��The implications of such developments as the alternative calling procedures (Call-Back), carrier refile, simple resale, new interconnect regimes etc. need to be studied.

The need for safeguards to prevent the use of alternative calling procedures, that adversely affect the operation of telecommunication networks, and to reduce their economical effects.

The need for competitive safeguards to ensure the global maintenance and development of public and universal services should be addressed.

The applicability of the 1988 International Telecommunication Regulations should be included in the scope of study.

The studies under this Question should result in the development of a synthesis of the issues and general guidelines for information purposes and, where appropriate, new or revised D series Recommendations.

Time frame:��Given the rapid development of market conditions in the world, an utmost priority should be given to the study of this Question.

Liaison:��ITU-T Study Groups 2 and 11.

Question 2/3 - Reform and development  of charging, accounting and settlement principles for the international telephone services��

Reason for study:��The ongoing and rapid evolution of the technical, commercial and regulatory telecommunications environment will have an impact on the current system of accounting rates and will certainly bring about significant changes in this system in the long term. The ITU has to play a major role in these future changes.

In particular, the ongoing liberalisation of telecommunication services, at national as well as international level, will create two new situations which will need to be considered by the ITU :

- the asymmetrical regulatory regime that will emerge in many relations will probably influence the �existing accounting system for international telephone traffic within these relations;

- the multi-operator regime which is appearing in a growing number of relations will also necessitate a �review of existing accounting principles.

Competition has arisen between carriers operating under the existing accounting rate system on the one hand and resellers working outside the accounting rate world on the other. Both sell the same product : international telephone services.

A serious re-examination of the existing framework of international telephone services as well as the accounting of these services will thus be required. Action should, therefore, be taken to review the existing Recommendations relating to accounting principles for international telecommunication services.

The development of the related charging and accounting principles are essential to support the provision of international telephone services as developed by Study Group 2.��Many new international services (particularly, but not limited to, those that involve some aspect of mobility) require a supporting global infrastructure that will provide capabilities for the collection transfer and processing of the data that is necessary for the timely billing of customers and for timely remuneration of ROAs involved. Study Group 3 should provide guidance on the requirements of such an infrastructure to meet tariff and accounting needs.

In studying this Question, appropriate attention should be devoted to the special needs of developing countries.

Scope:��Special attention should be paid to the further developments of Recommendation D.140 and its annexes in �order to :

 - arrive at a more accurate situation of cost components;

 - continue to drive towards cost orientated accounting rates and accelerate the implementation thereof.

The review of other existing Recommendations relating to accounting principles for international telecommunication services should be continued with a focus on :

 - the remuneration of transit facilities and

 - the apportionment of accounting rates.

 Study of the accounting issues relating to resale/refile and their impact on the existing accounting system will also be needed.

 In order to take into account the consideration of basic telecommunications in the World Trade Organization it will also be necessary to study to what extent concepts such as the termination fee could be helpful in reforming and developing the current system of accounting rates, including the consideration of appropriate transition arrangements to a new remuneration system.

Time frame:�� Given the speed of the aforementioned developments, this Question should be given the highest priority.

Liaison:�� The Question is to be studied in liaison with Study Group 2 as necessary.

Question 3/3 - Development of charging, accounting and settlement principles for international mobile services��

Reasons for study:��Existing mobile services are being expanded and new services are being developed and introduced.

Mobile services need to be connected to the international network and to be interconnected with other mobile service networks.

The development of the related charging and accounting principles are essential to support the provision of international mobile services as developed by Study Group 2.

Scope:��Telecommunication services provided via mobile terminals :

- land mobile service

- maritime mobile service

- aeronautical mobile service

UPT

Services supported by FPLMTS

Future global mobile services provided via satellite systems

Liaison:��ITU-T SG 2 for service definitions and related aspects

ITU-T SG 11 

ITU-T SG 13

ITU-R SG 8 for input to studies

Question 4/3 - Development of charging and accounting principles in the non-mobile �international telecommunication satellite services��

Reason for study:��Market and regulatory changes as well as technological improvements to satellites and terminals enable new services which exploit the attractive features and capabilities of satellite systems (such as high throughput, dynamically assigned bandwidth and wide geographical coverage). In particular, new two-way multipoint services will likely be offered using non-geosynchronous satellites or to provide wireless access to and distribution of multimedia services.

Non-mobile international telecommunication satellite services need to interconnect with other networks, both mobile and fixed.

The development of the related charging and accounting principles are essential to support the provision of non-mobile international satellite services as developed by Study Group 2.

Scope:��Telecommunications provided via non-mobile terminals :

- point-to-multipoint services

- multipoint-to-point services

- two-way multipoint VSAT service (offered in either the "star" or "mesh" configurations).

Sound and television transmission services :

- occasional

- temporary lease

- permanent lease

Liaison:��ITU-T SG 2 for service definition and related aspects 

ITU-R SG 4 for input to studies.

ITU-T Question 3/3 to ensure commonality of approach and harmonisation of work program (in particular with respect to the provision of non-mobile services provided via emerging global satellite systems). Common Recommendations where appropriate.

Question 5/3 - Development of charging and accounting principles in the data and�message communication services��

Reason for study:��The continuing evolution in the commercial and regulatory telecommunications environment worldwide demands that sufficient attention be devoted to what may be termed traditional telematic services as well as newer data services. Indeed, the discontinuance of certain services has already occurred and it should be expected that the more traditional telematic services will be streamlined in order to preserve them as viable telecommunications options. As this takes place the financial consequences of such actions on accounting and settlement between service providers should be addressed.

The development of the related charging and accounting principles are essential to support the provision of data and message communication services as developed by Study Group 2.

Scope:��The scope of study under this Question should include any matters relating to, inter alia, the telex, telegram, packet switched data services, frame relay, messaging services and directory services provided under Recommendations F.400 and F.500. Attention must be devoted to keeping the Recommendations for accounting and settlement consistent with Recommendations governing service provision, i.e., as services are discontinued or modified.

Time frame:��This Question should be given a middle level priority.

Liaison:��ITU-T SG 2

ITU-T SG 7

ITU-T SG 13

Question 6/3 - Development of charging and accounting principles for B-ISDN services, telecommunication services of a multimedia nature, including those supported by the ATM or offered in conjunction with Global Information Infrastructures��

Reasons for study:��The very fact that new services are emerging and that these services will be provided by a combination of new and traditional operators will change the international telecommunications landscape. The growth of such services is being fueled by the rapid growth in the use of powerful new desktop computer technology. It will be necessary to build a framework for international provision of such services that takes into account the cost of multivendor operation of networks and services.

The development of the related charging and accounting principles are essential to support the provision of services as developed by Study Group 2.

Scope:��The scope of this Question should include an effort to understand the cost of provision of multimedia services which may include voice, fax, graphics and images, video under one service. New Recommendations will be required in advance of these service's emerging into the marketplace. The scope will be wide enough to include study of international services provided over global switched networks utilizing a variety of transmission protocols.

Time frame:��Given the potential for explosive growth of multimedia services, this Question should have the highest priority.

Liaison:��ITU-T SG 2

ITU-T SG 8

ITU-T SG 11

ITU-T SG 13

ITU-T SG 15

Question 7/3 - Development of charging and accounting principles in the services not covered by other Questions��

Reasons for study:��Recognizing the accelerating pace of new service development, this Question will provide the Study Group with the ability to study new urgent issues which may arise during the study period, and to do so in an expeditious manner.

The development of the related charging and accounting principles are essential to support the provision of services as developed by Study Group 2.

Scope:��The scope of this Question encompasses the need to understand and provide Recommendations for emerging services which are not necessarily multimedia in nature. It includes also the study of existing services not covered by other Questions and for which we need a revision or development of Recommendations.

Time frame:��The priority of this Question will increase in importance as the study period progresses.

Liaison:��ITU-T SG 2

ITU-T SG 8



Question 8/3 - Regional costing studies for the development of cost models together with related economic and policy issues��

Reasons for study:��With the recognition of the importance of aligning the basic components of tariffs for international accounting purposes based on costs and on common costing methodologies, Study Group 3 should continue to carry out studies on a regional basis for the development of cost models.

In view of different market conditions according to various regions, studies under Questions 1/3 and 2/3 on a global basis should be supplemented by studies on the regional aspects of the issues concerned.

Scope:��The studies are to be carried out on a regional basis by the regional groups set up within Study Group 3 to deal with international tariff and accounting principles, namely :

- Regional Tariff Group for Africa (TAF)

- Regional Tariff Group for Latin America (TAL)

- Regional Tariff Group for Asia and Oceania (TAS)

- Regional Tariff Group for Europe and Mediterranean Basin (TEUREM)

Time frame:��Results of the studies should be developed in the form of new or revised D.300R to D.600R series Recommendations, as well as regional inputs (reports and liaison statements) to the studies of Questions 1/3 and 2/3, as appropriate.



�Question 9/3 - Terms and definitions for Recommendations dealing with tariff and accounting principles��

Reason for study:��It is necessary to establish new definitions of terms where none currently exist and to standardize existing definitions of some terms.

It is also necessary to recognize in certain cases that some definitions used by Study Group 3 in its deliberations may not always be applicable to terminology utilized by other Study Groups.

Scope:��New and revised definitions are needed to define adequately the terms used in existing and new Recommendations dealing with tariff and accounting principles. Expected results are the revisions to Recommendation D.000.

Liaison:��This Question is to be studied in conjunction with all related Study Groups.


