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I - Introduction :





The following report summarizes the activities which took place over the last past year in the following domains :


Intelligent Networks,


B-ISDN,


Global Network Infrastructure.





II - Intelligent Networks :


	


The most significant event over the past year for the Intelligent Network is the publication of IN CS-2.  ETSI NA6 and SPS3 have been involved in this work.  With ETSI SPS3 expending a significant effort in the final stages of this work.  An excellent co-operation with ANSI T1 has continued.





Within Europe significant progress has been made on Cordless Terminal Mobility with the approval of the Phase 1 standards.  Capabilities to be able to offer Mobility to users with IN capabilities and IN capabilities to users of mobile networks are now developing well.  Security for Interconnection remains a highly important subject which is being progressed.   With the emergence of independent service providers who wish to offer enhanced services work on capturing service provider interconnection requirements has been initiated.





III - B-ISDN :





Activities previously connected to the work carried out inside NA5 have now been redistributed inside ETSI. After a first report on ATM European Backbone, this part has led to the creation of an ETSI Project name EASI which is working closely with the European ATM MoU Group. One Working Group quite similar to Working Party 4 of Study Group 13 has been created to handle all the activities related to Performances, Quality of Service and Operation and Maintenance, for the time being it mainly results as inputs to SG 13.


The remaining of the B-ISDN Studies are now closely related and incorporated to a new Working Group NA8 which deals mainly with the new architectures and the GII.





IV - Global Information Infrastructure :





The co-ordination structure which has been put into operation inside the ITU-T is quite similar to what exist inside Europe, most of the identified « Projects » are identical both in term of content and  objectives. In fact a closed collaboration has been established due to the structure defined in ITU-T Study Group 13 where all the regional areas are represented inside the management team dedicated to the GII. Europe and mainly TC/NA has quite heavily contributed to the achievement of the three Recommendations under approval by the ITU-T. The next step is the definition of the functional Architecture for the GII followed by the implementation model. 


A great deal of work is carried out by E-Mail using the ITU-T reflector lists. The items related to GII will probably be the most critical issues to be resolved in the months to come as they relate to point which are not only of technical nature (e.g. API , Point of Interconnection and Point of connection). This of course implies due consideration on the future of the Internet (evolution, new architectures, new requirements) and of the Global Mobility concept which will be widely used when defining the detailed architectures for the future networks. This also implies, full consideration of the use of IP (e.g. as middleware protocols) and a revision of the signalling concepts as well as a revision of the distribution of intelligence between the « network elements » and the other functional blocks (e.g. terminals, middleware or baseware platforms etc.).
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