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1	Abstract

This document provides the up-to-date information of ITU-T EDH activities for the ITU-T study periods: 1997 ~ 2000. Also it  shows major meeting results including  EDH Action Plan of ITU-T based on the report of last TSAG/WP3 meeting (January 1998, Geneva) . Finally, this document suggests that GSC consider establishing e-mail Reflectors for more efficient collaboration and working among participating members

 



2	Introduction

ITU-T/TSAG/WP3 has newly started its EDH activities for these ITU-T study periods: 1997-2000. While having held its first meeting under the chairmanship of Dr. KiShik PARK (Vice-Chairman of TSAG) in last March 1997, it had decided the new structure and mandate of WP3 with the newly appointed three Rapporteurs.

In September 1997, WP3 successively had the interim meeting of its Rapporteur Groups. The purpose of these Rapporteur Groups meeting was to propell EDH activities continuously  in ITU-T and define more concrete Action Plan for the rest of this ITU-T study periods.

With tightly coupled with the ITU-TSB, WP3 has been dealing with many EDH related issues such as cost recovery, charging policy, new publication services, electronic posting of documents, gathering user input from SGs, electronic meeting facilities, external co-operation with Fora/Consortia concerning EDH, monitoring the progress of WSSN, and so on. Focusing on the above activities, WP3 updated its Action Plan with time scales and priorities in January 1988, and has been monitoring all the items according to the mandate of WP3.





3	New Structure and Terms of Reference of WP3

Table below shows the current structure of TSAG/WP3 and Terms of Reference. The Chairman of WP3 is Dr. KiShik PARK(ETRI, KOREA), TSAG Vice-Chairman designated by WTSC-96. Three Rapporteurs approved by the first WP3 Meeting of March 1977 are Mr. John MAGILL (Lucent Technologies, UK), Mr. Loger LYLE (AUSTRALIA), Mr. Tatsuo SHIBATA (KDD, JAPAN) as Rapporteur of RG1, RG2, RG3 respectively.

Also, e-mail Reflector had been set up for exchanging of many ideas and opinions more efficiently among the participants in the WP3/TSAG.



New Structure and Terms of Reference(WP3/TSAG)
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RG1 (ITU Publication and Charging Policy)



Pricing policy for publications and electronic ordering

Guide of documentation / publication policy and new publication on demand services

EDH work methods including revising the Resolutions



RG2 (EDH Implementation)



Guide of EDH action plan(WTSC-96 Resolution 25) from the TSB for widespread use within ITU-T

Review of regular status reports from the TSB to monitor progress of implementation of EDH against the Action Plan

Input the requirements to the TSB from each Study Group for the system enhancement

Update of the Rapporteurs Manual



RG3 (External Cooperation on EDH)



Suggestion of the training programme for the wider use of EDH

Establishment of the co-operative environment based on EDH among SDOs for the effective information exchange





4	Major meeting results from the last TSAG/WP3 (January 1998)

In the last TSAG/WP3 meeting of January 1998, lots of  discussion issues were raised and reviewed for the better environments of EDH in ITU-T. For the confirmation of he draft Action Plan that was decided at the Rapporteur Groups meeting in last September 1997, WP3 re-examined it with the TSB and other related departments in ITU. Major meeting results are can be summarized as shown below including   urgent and immediate Actions.



During the meeting, WP3 presented a new informal ftp areas of TSAG and it was approved by the TSAG closing plenary. For pursuing of active participation from each SG in ITU-T, WP3 made a liaison statement to request the EDH requirements needed by the members of SGs. WP3 also emphasized the collaboration relatin to EDH among internal departments � TSB, IS Dept., CS Dept. - of ITU, as well as ITU Inter-Sector co-ordination.



WP3 agreeed that the TSB sould try to reduce �time to publication� further, even though the average time to publish was much improved upto 26 weeks since 1 April 1997. One of the major concerns expressed in the WP3 was the progress of the electronic posting of Delayed Contributions and Temporary Documents. The TSB informed the meeting that it had already started at some SG meetings at the end of 1997, and would now continue for all SG meetings during 1998. After being presented the ITU DMS (Document Management System) by the IS Department, the Department requested the assistance of the WP3 in developing the DMS by posting some questions to the Group for finding out the best way to implement. Also survey report of EDH methods among SDOs was presented,and decided that WP3 should continue collecting these kind of information and present the results for the benefits of both standards developers and standards users. Also  WSSN(World Standardization Services Network) activities and GSC-4 meeting notice was simply informed for the global collaboration and harmonisation.

It was hoped that the work of WP3 could be continued to be progressed before the next TSAG meeting with the e-mail reflector of each Rapporteur Groups.







Urgent and Immediate Actions



Do not change to Word �97 until an agreement from TSAG is reached

To provide IS contact point information to the delegates in the delegate PC area

To request IS to increase virus scanning once per day

Put the superseded and obsolete Recommendations on Web, paying service, but free for the users who have subscribed for other online paying services

Put on Web, within 4 weeks after the SG meeting, the newly approved Recommendations, of which a file(s) is provided by the editor; to sale the file(s) at a higher price, but free for the user who have subscribed for other online paying services

To issue a circular updating EDH guidelines, including the indication of locations of delayed contributions and temporary documents, posting liaison statements on informal ftp area, and the procedures on access to the informal ftp area

Put all delayed contributions on web and put TDs on informal ftp area even after June 1998

Post files of Recommendations on Web as soon as each language version is ready

Free access to the Recommendations by educational institutions: High priority, to be discussed by IPPC

Free access by TIES users to informal ftp areas of TSAG immediately and of all SGs later on

Power outlets in all meeting rooms of the ITU building



Ongoing study



To put on Web the information: forthcoming meetings, workshops, etc.

To put on Web, not on the informal ftp area, the incoming liaison statements, in a new type of documents

To provide free access to table of contents and summary (changed from �immediate� to �ongoing�). Editors are expected to provide to the TSB these materials in a separate file.

To study the sale of ITU-T documents: normal contributions, meeting reports, etc.

To prepare a document on publication costs and Recommendation proces and sales

To reduce further the delay of publication from the average period of 26 weeks noted to date

Quickpub: to prepare a guideline to editors, revision of Rec. A.3

To work with IS department for DMS(Document Management System)

To work with IS department on WSSN(World Standards Services Network), open access by TIES users

To have the presence of representatives of other sectors at the future WP3 meetings

Future enhancement and development on EDH: long term

To work with IS department for new user-friendly facilities, etc.

To consider the requirements for the Web facilities coming from SGs





5	Issues for Discussion

Cosidering the efficiency and continuity of electronic working as well as the interval between GSC meetings: 

Should we set up e-mail Reflectors for the specific topics of GSC such as EDH, IPR, RAST?

If we set up several e-mail Reflectors, who will manage each e-mailing group and Rwflector?

- Ex) IPR:

        EDH:

        RAST:

        etc.



�[Appendix] EDH Action Plan of ITU-T/TSAG/WP3



�Action�Time scale�Priority��������Rapporteur Group 1����������Publication of information on the ITU web site���������1�TSB to consider how provide and control SG use of the ITU web site and make proposals to the next TSAG meeting�9/98�Medium�������2�Rapporteur to request inputs from SGs on their requirements for web facilities�Initial response 9/98���������Dissemination of Recommendations���������3�TSB to provide access to superseded and deleted Recommendations on the web.�Completed by end of Q2/98�High�������4�Provide free access to both Summary and Table of Contents for new Recommendations�Ongoing�Medium�������5�Assess cost for providing free access to both Summary and Table of Contents for existing Recommendations�Response expected 9/98�Medium��������Cost Recovery etc.���������6�Provision of information on publication costs and Recommendation prices and sales�9/98�High��������Time to Publication���������7�TSB to issue in electronic form newly approved Recommendations prior to final processing and within 4 weeks of the approval meeting.�Starting in Q1/98�High�������8 �TSB to publish final official versions of Recommendations in the working language as soon as possible and as each language version becomes available.�Q1/98�Medium�������9�TSB and RG to review the need to update Recommendation A.3�9/98�Medium�������10�Rapporteur to continue to review the actual �time to publication� �9/98�Medium��������Rapporteur Group 2����������Implementation Issues���������11�TSB to post Delayed contributions on the web site and TDs on the informal FTP area for all SGs�Continue for all SG meetings�High�������12�RG2 to review progress for all SGs�9/98��������13�TSB to post liaison statements on the recipient SG informal FTP area as soon as possible after approval�Depending on TSAG agreement�High�������14�TSB to consider how to provide these on the web site and make proposal�9/98�Medium�������15�Rapporteur to contact each SG Chairman to ascertain their EDH issues and to compile in a suitable form for submission to the TSB�By liaison statement�Medium�������16�RG2 to review guideline for the provision of EDH support facilities at meetings�9/98�Medium�������17�Provision of power outlets in all ITU meeting rooms�As soon as possible�High�������18�RG2 to prepare a statement on virus protection�9/98�Medium�������19�RG2 to consider how to make use of improved granularity of TIES access�9/98�Low�������20�RG2 to provide answers to the questions raised by the IS Dept. with regard to the DMS�by correspondence�Medium�������21�All to consider possible future EDH developments and provide contributions toward a long term plan�9/98�Medium�������22�TSB to update and re-publish EDH guidelines�As soon as possible�High��������Rapporteur Group 3���������23�Continue the survey of the EDH methods by other SDOs outside the ITU and present the information obtained in a contribution�9/98�High�������24�Monitor and provide comments on WSSN project as it develops, as well as request more involvement by TSB in the project�Ongoing�High�������25�Monitor the ongoing effects by TSB, IS and other relevant depts. within the ITU for co-ordinated document handling and publication practices across the three Sectors�Ongoing�Medium��
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WP3 Chairman

-----------------------

KiShik PARK



(Republic of Korea)



RG3 (External cooperation on EDH)

-----------------------

Mr.Tatsuo SHIBATA

(KDD, Japan)



RG2 (EDH Implementation)

-----------------------

Mr.Roger LYLE

(Australia)



RG1 (ITU Publication and charging Policy)

-----------------------

Mr.John MAGILL

(Lucent Technologies, UK)








