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Unnecessary, U.S. Pm-d Says

NEW YORK. Mar. 31 – The U.S.-based Information Infrastructure Stand.amlsPanel
(lISI’) today strongly disagreed with a Luropcan Commission propmaI for an “It~t~rnatimwl
Charter” lo htarmcmizc global legal and regulatory frameworks for electronic commerce cmthe
Information Superhighway, calling the charter unnecessary bccaww it adds another luyer of
potential gcwcrnmental intervention to the process.

iISP expressed its comments in a paper in response to the European Commission’s (EC)
solicitation of comments on its proposal (WWw,ispo.cec.bdci t7ccm~985(l:htm~).While agreeing—.- .,,...
wit h [he reasons for a g]c)bi.dlegal and regulatory environment that facil i(ates electronic
ccumhmce, the Pane] qucstimwd [he need to create yet another “frtunework” or jaycr of polential
gcwernmenttd intervention and cwn[rol.

The paper, which was signed by Oliver Smoot, lISP chair and Uxecutivc Vice I%sickmt
of the Information Technology industry Council (lT1)7 stated ‘Whik ITSPfocuses on
stardardiz:iticm issuts, we disagree. with the Commission’s conclusion of the need for ‘a
framework’” The paper also states that “multiple frameworks fur standardization exjst today,
and while the amount of communication increases steadily, our view is that comrnun icat.ion, not

coordinated, top-down decision making is the optimal approach for standardization.”

The IMP paper further notes that “within the context of standardization, USP does not
undcrs[and how the consultative process described by LheCommission would add value to he

resolution of standardization isstm, M standardization has already a weIl developed international
framework,. .“ Mr, Smuot also made reference in the pttpcr to an K-hosted GIS Suandards
Conference in 199’7,in which an Electronic Cowmerce Workshop Report urged that a new
framework not be crcatcd. :

EC f.Mims New Framework Neccld

The EC”S proposal, on [he other hand, sccs a need to create a new fmrnework for this
harmonization effnr[. In a Septcmlmr 1997 speech, EC Commissioner Martin Bangemann stated:
“h wiIl nut be possible to achieve a satisfactory interriationnl frfimework on]y on the bwis of
strengthcrwd industrial cooperation and existing intcmatiomd organizations-”
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Commissioner 13angcmann also outlined a pivotal EC role and a very broad scope for the
proposal. “The European Union, tlwough its widespread experience of mult i-lateral frarncworks,
cm make a useftd contribution to s~tting up international mechanisms for uchicviag mutual
recognition of standards, licensing arrangements, and regulaticm in gcneml .“ he said.
(wwu',is~o.ccc.be/illfosoc/nro~no/s~eccl]/genc\':l.l]t~lll).

At a recent I.ISPmeeting, however, a US. Depwtnmnt of Commerce spokesperson
described the Administration’s vision of global electronic commerce by stating that
“pwrnrnenrs must a~iopta non-regulatory, market-oriented approach.”

IZ3F’is a U.S.-basecl oqgfinixaliort, sponsored by the American National Stamlmds
Institute {ANSI), whose mi.ssicmis to identify standards critical to the implementation of the
Global Tnformwion Infrastructure GIUGlobal Information Scwiety (GTS). It is a cross-industg
effort fcwused cm facilitating standards cooperation among the many sectors convq$ng in the
GIS (cmnputer, telecofnrnunications, cttbIe, broadcast, wireless, satellite, CIC.,ad intmsted
users such us govcmrnent agcnc~cs, re.presentatiwt.s of the clisabIecl,publishers, c[c.).

For More IISP Information

Additional information, including the IBP papm referenced above, maybe obtained by
logging on 10the I.ISPWorld Wide Web site (h[tP://www.ansi, org/iisp/); or by contacting
Michelle Maas (212) 642-4884, emad – mmuqs@ansi.org , or R.M. “Chick” Hayden, (603) 964-
6349, cmail - ghayden @an-ss.

ANSI is a pr.ivat~non-prufit organization that adrninistm and coordintites thti U.S.
voluntary standardization syslcm. Its mission is to enhance U.S. global competitiveness and the
American way of life by promoting, facilitating, and safegumling the integrity of the volunhuy
standardization ,systmn. ANSI is the official U.S. representative to the world’s lcacling standards
bodies, the Inte.miitiomd Organizaticm for Standardization (1S0) imd, via the U.S. NaLional
Committee, the In[filmat.imd EIectrotcchnical Commission (lEC).
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