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1	Abstract

This document mainly describes the up-to-date progress of the TTA EDH system that based on the newly developed services since last GSC-3. Also this shows major activities of TTA EDH Committee in last year and some statistical information of the current EDH usage in TTA.





2	Introduction

The speed of technology evolution drives rapid changes in the marketplace. Standards and specifications, which keep pace with these changes, are becoming more important. Most of SDOs are encountering that the more complex standards and specifications should be developed in shorter time. In order to adopt the needs from the related market, it is readily recognised that the co-operation methods by using the EDH among SDOs are glowingly necessary.



As one of participant SDOs of the GSC, the TTA made enormous progress on EDH after last GSC-3. This document describes major changes on the use of EDH in TTA and simply mentions the EDH future plan.





3	Newly developed features of the TTA EDH system

After having launched the TTA EDH system since October 1995, the usage of EDH by the participants is increasingly growing. Since October 1996, TTA EDH system has been providing the service of full contents of Korean Standards. And many features such as bulletin board, electronic discussion forum, newly revised database are now available after the last GSC-3 in Kyungju. So far, TTA EDH system contains more than 9,000 electronic standards documents including International/Regional/National standards on its database and the up-to-date information coming from ITU-T/ITU-R, lots of periodic materials and texts related in the ICT standards fields.



The EDH system has been newly revised its design based on WWW with the enhanced user interface. Moreover, it has launched the bulletin board system that people who participating in the Committee within TTA can freely access all the information on the database with the easy searching functions.

With those, the EDH system provides all the miscellaneous information such as the meeting schedules of each Committee within TTA, organisational chart, establishment procedures of Korean Standards, TTA membership and the link information to the Web Home page of major standards organisations.

Specially, TTA EDH system contains the meeting report of last GSC-3 and the related information as secretariat of GSC until the coming GSC-4.



For supporting of increasing needs to use the EDH system by the members, the leased network line has changed from 56Kbps to 2,048Kbps(E1) for the wider use. Figure 1 describes the new structure of EDH system in TTA.
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Fig. 1 New Structure of TTA EDH system



During 1997, TTA EDH Committee had 5 times meetings and one time workshop. One of the major activities of the Committee in 1997 was a report regarding to the Questionnaire for the enhancement of the TTA Web services. They had analysed the EDH usage by the TTA members and the way of improvement of the current service features of TTA Web system. For this report, total 860 members are participated in the Questionnaire with 36% of communication operators, 36% of manufacturers, 19% of research institutes, 1% of universities, 1% of governmental members and 7% of others. According to the results of the report, about 50% of participants are using the MS-Word for their word processor and 35% are using e-mail for their information exchange. Their favourite sites of the TTA Web system are �Standards� and �TTA DataBase�(more than 55% together). It was also pointed out that the current drawbacks of the system are network speed, searching speed and invalid searching conditions.



On the results of the report, it was recognised that the up-to-date contents on the Web and the categorised information schemes are more necessary. Those who participated in the Questionnaire specially emphasised to add on the Web the content information such as International Standards, meeting reports, survey reports of major standards technologies and market trends of ICT.



Finally, this report pointing out the new service features that wants to use by the members. These are the enhanced user interface with multimedia functions, reliable searching tools and electronic voting features, etc. These requirements from the Questionnaire will be implemented under the control of the EDH Committee until this year.



Figure 2 shows the statistical data of the EDH use by the members of TTA from 1 November to 15 December 1997. During this 6 weeks, the average use of the EDH system was 7,014 times per week and the percentage of connection times to the Standards Documents was more than 40% compared with all the other services on the EDH system.
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Fig. 2 Average times to connect to EDH system (Week)





5	Conclusion

The needs to use of the TTA Web system and requirements by the members are increasingly growing and various. It is recognised by the members that the usage of the system would be convenient and effective for the sharing of standard related information.

According to the results of the report of Questionnaire last year, the TTA EDH Committee will draw attention to develop the enhancement of the system based on the needs from the members. This enhancement will be the implementation of the more reliable searching tools and electronic voting functions. And also, the Committee will start the survey of EDH methods by SDOs including major Fora/Consortia. This survey will be helpful for both the standards developers and standards users.
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