


NEWS RELEASE





Global and Regional Standardization - The Challenge for the Millennium





Senior representatives of the world’s radio and telecommunications standards organization and industry bodies met together in Sophia Antipolis, France, from 30 March to 2 April, under the auspices of the joint Global Standards Collaboration* (GSC) and Radio Standardization* (RAST) meetings, and discussed collaboration in a number of key areas.





In opening the joint meetings, David Hendon, Chairman of the Board of the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) and Chairman of this meeting of the GSC, said: 


“Today’s market conditions require collaboration of all parties at a global level. The GSC and RAST meetings are the opportunity to ensure that technological solutions that allow global interworking will be a reality for the final consumers.”





During these meetings, the regional bodies reaffirmed their intention to collaborate with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the pre-eminent international body, and between themselves in identified high interest areas.





The high interest areas confirmed by the meetings include: Broadband Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN), wired and wireless intelligent networks, mobility and 3rd generation mobile technology (IMT-2000), telecommunications network management and interworking with the Internet, number portability, electromagnetic compatibility, intelligent transportation systems, mobile satellite services, fixed wireless access and radio local loop.





The importance of consumer and user participation within the standardization process was stressed and views exchanged on approaches to handling both Intellectual Property Rights and electronic data in the standardization arena. Individual approaches by the regional bodies and the convergence of radiocommunications, telecommunications and information technology were discussed, as well as how best to share information among the participating organisations.





The GSC unanimously supported the draft A-Series ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) Recommendation, currently in the ‘determination’ stage, which enables the direct sharing of technical information between standards development organizations and ITU-T Study Groups.





The RAST emphasized the need for collaboration to provide input into the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) in respect of spectrum requirements and the preparation of Recommendations that provide for compatibility and frequency sharing options.
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An important topic at these meetings was the Global Information Infrastructure (GII)/Global Information Society (GIS) and, more particularly, the role of standards and the promotion of their use as a backbone for commercial trade on a global scale, unhampered by differing national implementations. The meeting emphasized the need to use and enhance existing standards, which the participating organizations believe already address in large part the GII/GIS, and the need for common reference models and terminology to aid understanding. The participating organizations agreed to increase the exchange of information (including information relating to work plans), principally by electronic means, and to pay greater attention to the critical matter of the timeliness of standards.





Two other important new areas of collaboration centred on Number Portability and IMT-2000. It was agreed that standards and technical requirements in the area of Number Portability should be addressed co-operatively. To accelerate progress, Committee T1 offered to co-ordinate the establishment of relevant tools and processes (such as a web site, e-mail reflector lists and the like) to facilitate the sharing of information before presentation to the ITU-T. 





With regard to IMT-2000, it was agreed to convene an Ad Hoc Joint Meeting in May in Geneva, between relevant groups at ITU-T and regional standards bodies, concerning the adoption of the Family of Systems concept. One of the direct consequences of the adoption of the concept would be a framework of co-operation where the ITU-T will work on network interface specifications needed for global roaming, while regional standards bodies will work on specifications internal to a specific Family Member system.





Participants confirmed their commitment to developing and maintaining progressive working methods, including the widespread use of electronic tools and communication systems. In particular, the participating organizations agreed to jointly explore techniques for ‘virtual meetings’ as a means of co-ordinating their inputs to the ITU.





The next meeting of RAST will be hosted by the Association of Radio Industries and Businesses (ARIB) (Japan) in January 1999 and that of the next combined GSC/RAST meeting will be hosted by Committee T1 and the Telecommunications Industry Association on the East Coast of the USA in late summer 1999.





Further information can be found on the ETSI web site


		GSC		http://gsc.etsi.org


		RAST		http://rast.etsi.org








Background Information:





The Global Standards Collaboration and Radio Standardization meetings are the latest in a series of such events that started in 1990. Their goal is to further informal linkage among senior officials from the national, regional and international standards 
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bodies in support of the work of the International Telecommunication Union. These meetings were hosted by the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) in conjunction with the Institute’s tenth anniversary celebration and General Assembly meeting.





The Global Standards Collaboration and Radio Standardization meetings provide a framework for the exchange of information, the establishing of objectives to accelerate the process of global telecommunications and radio standards development and the promotion of interconnectivity and interoperability. GSC-4 and RAST-6 were attended by about 80 representatives from the Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs) which include the European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI), the United States’ Standards Committee (T1) and the Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA), the Telecommunication Technology Committee (TTC) of Japan, the Telecommunications Technology Association (TTA) of Korea, the Telecommunications Standards Advisory Council of Canada (TSACC), the Australian Communications Industry Forum (ACIF) and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU). The Association of Radio Industries and Businesses (ARIB) of Japan, which is a member of RAST, was invited to the GSC, as were observers from the participating countries and regions.








For further information about this news release, contact


	Christopher Corbett at ETSI, tel: +33 (0)4 92 94 42 15


		fax: +33 (0)4 93 65 47 16, e-mail: christopher.corbett@etsi.fr. or	Beverley Wing, Kingston Public Relations, UK, tel: +44 1482 352255


                       fax: +44 1482 352588, e-mail:  BeverleyWing@compuserve.com  
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