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1	Decision/action requested





TIA asks GSC delegates to note TIA’s policy with respect to cooperation with other national, regional and international standards developing organizations and identify to TIA any areas for collaboration.





 





2	References


TIA Engineering Manual statement on International Cooperation and Harmonization, available at TIA web site, http://www.tiaonline.org





3	Rationale


TIA has had a long history of cooperation and harmonization with other national, regional, and international standards developing organizations (SDOs).  TIA’s policy is stated in the 1991 Edition of its Engineering Manual and it provides:





TIA’s trade policy goals include the removal of barriers to market access, full participation of U.S. government and industry in the standards setting process worldwide, and achievement of a minimum level of standards required to ensure interoperability and proper function of the international network.  In the spirit of these goals, TIA encourages its committees and staff to work cooperatively with other members of the ANSI confederation and with international standards bodies and counterpart national and regional standards bodies outside the United States to harmonize telecommunications equipment standards and avoid unnecessary duplication of effort.  To this end, TIA will share its standards and specifications, whether work in progress or completed works, with counterpart standards organizations in other countries, subject to the intellectual property rights and other  property and contractual rights of third parties and any applicable laws and government regulations.





Domestically, TIA has worked cooperatively with many other SDOs in the ANSI Federation and it has produced numerous Joint Standards and other Documents with Committee T1.  TIA has agreements to cooperate with many organizations including T1, TTC, Canadian Standards Association, TIA (Korea), TIA (UK), Communications Industry Association of Japan, Chinese Electronics Standards Institute (CESI), China’s Ministry of Posts and Telegraph, European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI), and many others.  TIA is also the USA Secretariat to the Consultative Committee Telecommunications (CCT) striving to harmonize telecommunications standards in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) region, participates in the Transatlantic Business Dialogue (TABD), is an Associate Member of CITEL, and makes numerous contributions to the ITU.  Such cooperation is available to any of the PSOs who participate in GSC/RAST.  TIA’s STAR identifies many areas of current activity and all open projects, Standards Proposals, and other standards information can be obtained from TIA’s web page.





4	Consequences and implications


TIA will work cooperatively on any common interest area with other SDOs whether or not the area is a HIS at GSC.





5	Issues for discussion/decision


Identification of areas for mutual cooperation.
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