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RESOLUTION 1 (Sophia Antipolis): Conformity Assessment and Quality of Standards


The Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia Antipolis, 1998),





recognizing





In regards to Conformity Assessment and Quality of Standards





a) that ITU-T TSAG has produced Draft Quality Guidelines on the Quality Aspects of Protocol-Related Recommendations which embraces specification of protocol-related standards using machine-readable Specification and Description Language (SDL);


b) that examples exist of current Recommendations which specify protocol standards using natural language prose containing a substantial number of syntactic, semantic and consistency errors;


that telecommunication protocols used in modern systems are too complex for human review alone to ensure that their specifications in Recommendations are error-free;


that interoperability between telecommunication networks, services and products is a paramount requirement;





concludes





a) that protocol specifications expressed in machine-readable SDL in conjunction with the available SDL-based commercial software tools can help detect most of the errors in protocol-related Recommendations before they are given final approval;


that the machine-assisted validation and verification of protocol-related Recommendations expressed in SDL can be carried out concurrently with the existing Recommendation development process with a reduction in time to approval;


that standards should be built so that products and services developed to those standards can be designed independently of each other and still interwork;





resolves





to recommend that the TSAG guidelines be progressed as an ITU-T A-series Recommendation and incorporated into the ITU-T Working Methods;


to encourage contributions to the development of standards in SDL and other recognized formal descriptions;


to encourage the use of commercial SDL/TTCN tools and contribute to their evolution;


to encourage training in the use of SDL, TTCN and associated tools;


to consider the formal description part of a standard, whether in SDL, TTCN, ASN.1, MSCs or another such methodology, as also normative and to assure consistency between the normative formal description and the normative text. Further consideration would be needed in specific cases as to which version (formal description or textual) takes precedence if a lack of consistency is observed.


to strive for interoperability of products which implement standards, i.e. that interoperability be built into standards, and not something to be added later with interoperability testing;


to pursue this goal of interoperability by attention to the following where appropriate:


reduction of options in the standard, producing profiles of protocol standards;


production of Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS) standards;


use of SDL, ASN.1 and MSCs, as a minimum informally in a standard, preferably to model or validate the standard;


development of test specifications in TTCN.


�
RESOLUTION 2	(Sophia Antipolis): Interoperability of telecommunication networks, 			products and services


The Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia Antipolis, 1998),





recognizing





In regards to interoperability of telecommunication networks, products and services





that the telecommunications business environment is in a phase of major change;


that one facet of that changing environment is increasing competition and the introduction of many new participants;


that another facet is a disappearance of the demarcation between international services, long-distance services, local services and mobile services;


that another facet is the convergence of data transfer, voice and image services;


that a further facet is the convergence of the traditional telecommunication, information technology, broadcasting and entertainment industries;


that there is an increasing expectation by users for interconnectivity and interoperability of network infrastructures as platforms for application provisioning;





concludes





that interoperability between telecommunication networks, services and products is a paramount requirement;


that this interoperability is particularly important for a service or product created by different manufacturers to the same standard;


that standards should be built so that services and products developed to those standards can be designed independently of each other and still interwork;





resolves





to promote information exchange among the PSOs in order to secure interconnectivity and interoperability of networks, services and products;


to pay particular attention to the development of specifications on common interfaces for use by all telecommunication carriers;


to strive for unambiguous and complete standards by using, among others, the methodologies, techniques and principles described in Resolution 1;


to continue to encourage global co-operation and collaboration.


�
RESOLUTION 3 (Sophia Antipolis) : High Interest Subjects and Areas of General Interest 


The Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia Antipolis, 1998),





recognizing 





In regards to collaboration among the Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs) on high interest subjects and areas of general interest:





that priority consideration has been given to five high interest subjects, B-ISDN, IN/WIN, TMN, Mobility (UPT/FPLMTS), and Multimedia;


that liaison rapporteurs have been identified by PSOs to facilitate ongoing collaboration efforts;


that co-ordination on matters relating to Multimedia standardization is currently being achieved very effectively in ITU-T SG16;


that the impact of Internet Protocols (IP) is growing;


that interworking between telecommunication and IP networks, as well as between fixed and mobile networks, is raising new requirements in the consideration of Intelligent Networks; 





considering 





that GSC-4 reviewed the status of activities on the high interest subjects, and concluded that collaboration should continue on them as deemed appropriate by the PSOs;


that GSC-4 confirmed two areas of general interest, Global Information Infrastructure (GII)/Global Information Society (GIS) and Conformity Assessment for ongoing collaboration;





noting





that RAST has identified high interest areas also, which that body will continue to work on; and


the growing importance of satellite communications; 





resolves





to discontinue Multimedia as a high interest subject for the time being, but to continue to monitor its progress in ITU-T;


to redefine the B-ISDN high interest subject to take account of requirements for:


interworking between public and private ATM networks;


numbering, addressing and routeing; 


validation of B-ISDN standards through different implementations;


to redefine the IN/WIN high interest subject to take account of applications in a competitive environment including the Virtual Home Environment and other applications;


to define new high interest areas concerning:


IP/telecommunications interworking;


user-related matters;


Universal Personal Telecommunications (UPT);


Number portability;


to reaffirm the remaining existing high interest subjects : B-ISDN, IN/WIN, TMN, and Mobility/IMT-2000;


to continue to give high priority to the above areas;


to continue discussions on Numbering Portability which crosses several of the high interest areas, such as IN/WIN and Mobility;


to continue to give priority to the two areas of general interest : GII/GIS and Conformity Assessment;


to monitor RAST activity in that body's own high interest areas, and also to monitor developments in satellite communications, to consider whether any of these need to be proposed as GSC high interest areas in the future.


�
RESOLUTION 4 (Sophia Antipolis) : Co-ordination between standards bodies


The Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia Antipolis, 1998),





recognizing





In regards to co-ordination between the Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs)





that the framework for network interconnection should take account of existing and future heterogeneous network technologies, public and private network needs, and varying traffic volumes and patterns;


that advances in technology will lead to an evolution of networks and their protocols;


that cooperation among network providers to use standardized interfaces between their networks is essential at the same time that they compete on performance, Quality of Service, features, applications, and price;


that confidence in standards and the standards-setting process must be enhance and maintained;


that exponential advances in technology will continue for at least 10 – 20 years; 


that standards interfaces must be technology-independent; and


that the proliferation of standardization and specification bodies causes difficulties for companies who wish to participate in the work;





considering





that there is a clear need for co-operation and co-ordination between standards bodies (including industry forums and consortia)





noting





the conclusions of the Global Standards Conference in Brussels, October 1997





resolves





to encourage standards bodies to increase their bilateral and multi-lateral coordination activities in accordance with the following principles:





use standards developed by other standards bodies as much as possible;


exchange work plans to eliminate overlaps and encourage complementary actions;


promote the exchange of experts between the various bodies;


draft common reference models and common terminology to aid understanding the work plans above;


provide visibility of the overall work plan of the PSOs to assist interested parties to co-ordinate their participation; e.g., by providing information on their respective Web sites;


facilitate co-operation and co-ordination by identifying work areas with reference to some commonly-used reference models;


provide indexes or electronic linking arrangements for interested parties (including users and consumers) to gather information;


speed is a critical key factor which must be taken into account in co-operation and co-ordination, particularly in the software-related standardization; 


make maximum use of electronic means to accelerate the process; and


it is not the standards bodies as such, but their members who have the responsibility to set up an organization, disband it, decide the procedures, etc., by reviewing work items of individual standards bodies and propose needed co-ordination.


�
RESOLUTION 5 (Sophia Antipolis) : IMT-2000


The Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia Antipolis, 1998),





recognizing 





In regards to the development of global mobile telecommunications services and products in the framework of IMT-2000





that the ITU has adopted the IMT-2000 family of systems concept, assuming to undertake the IMT-2000 standardization work in close co-operation with regional standards bodies;


that the Global Standards Collaboration activity exists to provide a measure of co-ordination between Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs) and also with ITU;


that work on IMT-2000 needs to be co-ordinated effectively with other standardization activities within ITU-T, ITU-R and elsewhere;


that true global wireless mobility requires common agreements on frequency spectrum allocation;


that consumer interests in such matters as handset design, access to services (especially by persons with disabilities) and roaming are to be taken into account;





considering 





that ITU-T SG11 has proposed a joint meeting between SG11 and regional standards bodies on signalling aspects of IMT-2000 and related issues of relevance to SG11;


that corresponding radio-related aspects are being addressed by ITU-R TG8/1;


that terminal design and usefulness, and the ability for users to ‘roam’ will be enhanced by the adoption of common frequencies globally;





resolves





to convene an ad hoc meeting of GSC in Geneva in conjunction with the ITU-T SG11 meeting scheduled for May 1998 (the GSC4 Chairman to make the arrangements), and to appoint Dr Kano as Chairman of this meeting. The terms of reference of the meeting are:


To discuss and agree to the adoption of the IMT-2000 Family of Systems Concept;


To discuss and agree to the framework of co-operation on the signalling systems of the IMT-2000 Family of Systems, including the following:


Co-operation principles based on signalling architecture, e.g., on a per interface basis or on a per function/layer basis;


More specifically, co-operation regarding the specification of the RAN-CN interface and MT-RAN interface (the latter in close co-operation with the study on radio aspects performed by appropriate groups in respective bodies);


Work schedule;


Appointment of contact persons for each of the co-operating standards bodies;


Implementation of mechanisms (e.g., exchange of meeting reports, holding of co-ordination meetings, etc.) to ensure maximum degree of efficiency;


to invite Chinese representatives as participating observers to this ad hoc meeting;


to request ITU-R TG8/1 to invite GSC/RAST members to its next meeting to help clarify the evaluation and consensus building process;


to call spectrum managers to work for a co-ordinated frequency spectrum for the IMT-2000 family.


�
RESOLUTION 6 (Sophia Antipolis) : Electronic Document Handling (EDH)


The Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia Antipolis, 1998),





recognizing 





the considerable progress in the use of Electronic Tools for Standards development and dissemination since GSC-3;


the continuing need to Improve speed to market of Telecommunication Standards;


the on-going development of electronic tools;





concludes 





that the scope of the EDH group should be expanded to include the following topics of interest:





a)	Electronic sales


b)	Alternatives to face-to-face meetings


c)	Document Management


d)	Electronic Balloting


e)	Standardized format for document storage


f)	Standards Development Tools (Template, Style sheets, etc.)


g)	Electronic Meeting Facilities (e.g., PC Power Connections, Internet Access, etc.)





resolves 





to establish e-mail reflectors and document servers for GSC, RAST and related working groups and recommends their use to continue working between meetings;


to look for standardized solutions particularly for document storage formats;


to exchange information on means of making standards more easily accessible;


to pilot paperless working at the next GSC/EDH meeting;


to liaise and share information with ITU-T TSAG-WP3, WSSN and ITSIG;


to follow the development of the Asia Pacific Standards Information Network;


to acknowledge the entire scope of electronic technology in the development and dissemination of standards by changing the name of GSC/EDH group to GSC/EWG (Electronic Working Group).


�
RESOLUTION 7	(Sophia Antipolis) : Global Information Infrastructure (GII) / Global 			Information Society (GIS)


The Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia Antipolis, 1998),





recognizing 





In regards to standardization activities to support the development of the Global Information Infrastructure (GII) and the Global Information Society (GIS)





the importance of standards to building the GII/GIS;


the good progress that has been made in the development of GII/GIS standards and the co-ordination efforts that have already been established;





considering





the desirability of illustrating and demonstrating the potential utility of standards in a competitive telecommunications market





resolves





to develop and maintain a pictorial guide to the use of key standards available for reference points within and between networks and for access to networks, and supporting the provision of services in the context of the GII/GIS.





Note:  TSACC undertakes to perform the necessary work, based on GSC PSO support and input.


�
RESOLUTION 8 (Sophia Antipolis) : User-related matters


The Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia Antipolis, 1998),





recognizing 





the importance of taking account of the needs of users (who may be defined in various ways) in defining specifications for telecommunication products and services





considering





that several different types of user exist and have been classified by GSC, each type having possibly different requirements:





Residential consumers (typically these are represented by Consumers Associations);


Business Users, which may include:


the end business user (in the office, or by remote teleworking);


IT&T managers;


managers;


Disabled users (typically represented by associations);


Service Providers;


Government departments;





resolves





to set-up an email exploder to continue exchange of views at GSC level (action: ETSI);


to set-up a GSC user web-page (action: ETSI);


to set-up a “network” / “User Channel“ for user interests through the different GSC standards bodies;


to work to define methodology for “Internet-like” cross-region validation projects in the perspective of field-trial in parallel with the standard development;


to organize a User Conference every 18 months in parallel with the GSC, the first one to be at GSC#5 (Action: T1/TIA);


to create a common “GSC” work programme for user issues;


to hold liaison meetings/tele-videoconferences every 9 months (Action: nominate a liaison officer for each GSC Standards Body).


�
RESOLUTION 9 (Sophia Antipolis) : Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)


The Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Sophia Antipolis, 1998),





recognizing 





in regards to Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) in standardization





that although certain differences exist, there are currently no major discrepancies between the IPR policies of the PSOs;


that PSOs have a fairly good knowledge of each other’s IPR policies;


that there had been only very few instances of standards being blocked by essential IPRs for which the holder refused to grant licences on fair reasonable and non-discriminatory terms and conditions;


that if a standard were allowed to go forward in spite of a blocking IPR, then there would be a risk that more and more IPR holders would refuse to grant licences;


concludes


that it is beneficial to all parties to exchange ideas and information concerning IPR issues and policies;


that the PSOs have to remain neutral and not be involved in commercial terms or in the evaluation of essentiality or validity of patents;


that the PSOs might nevertheless want to know progress and results of patent disclosures and share published information outside their organizations;


that it remains important to encourage early disclosure of essential  IPRs, and declaration of willingness to grant licences according to PSOs’ IPR policies;


that there had been, to date, insufficient problems encountered to justify proposing changes to the PSOs IPR policies;


resolves


to support the ITU’s efforts to develop standardized forms for patent declarations;


to continue the IPR working group and to share information electronically via the GSC IPR reflector list (maintained by TTC);


to add the members of the TSB Director’s ad-hoc group on ITU patent policy to the GSC IPR reflector list;


not to propose any amendments to the PSOs’ IPR policies for the present, but to keep such matters under review.
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