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1.  Decision/action requested





The GSC approves the proposal to hold a joint meeting of ITU-T SG11 and interested regional standards bodies on the framework of cooperation for the signalling aspects of IMT-2000 at ITU-T and the related work on the 3rd Generation Mobile Systems in various regional standards bodies.  Specific date and place are proposed to be 18-19 May 1998 in Geneva in conjunction with the ITU-T Study Group 11 Meeting.  Proposed terms of reference appears in Section 5 of this document.�
�



2.  References





    “Draft Recommendation Q.FIN Version 3.13. Output of ITU-T SG11 Joint Rapporteurs’ Meeting, Yokosuka, Japan, 4-13 March 1998





3.  Rationale





ITU-T SG11 has adopted the IMT-2000 Family of Systems Concept, assuming to undertake IMT-2000 standardization work in close cooperation with regional standards bodies.  


The work in ITU-T SG 11 is gaining momentum, for example, with an attendance of some 100 experts from about 20 countries at the last RapporteursÏb meeting in Yokosuka, Japan, 4-13 March 1998.  Some draft Recommendations are reaching maturity for determination.  Hence the need for close cooperation with regional bodies is strongly identified to further perform the study on specific aspects such as signalling in a timely and efficient manner.


The adoption of the IMT-2000 Family of Systems Concept at ITU-T SG 11 has already been communicated informally to various regional standards bodies. However, it has never been communicated officially, nor cooperation sought officially with regional bodies. This document is intended to remedy the situation by officially communicating the intention of ITU-T SG11 to and soliciting cooperation from regional standards bodies. 





4.  Consequences and implications





Proposal of a joint meeting to discuss and agree to the framework of cooperation on the signalling aspects as proposed in Section 5 of this document.


Cooperation on other aspects is for further study.  As lead Study Group on IMT-2000 within ITU-T, SG 11 is willing to take initiatives on a per issue basis when a need for close cooperation between ITU-T and regional bodies is identified on specific issues.





5.  Issues for discussion





5.1  Name of the Meeting, Date and Venue 





Name:  Joint Meeting of ITU-T SG11 and Regional Standards Bodies on Signalling Aspects of IMT-2000 and related 3rd Generation Mobile Systems.


Date:   18-19 May 1998


Venue:  Geneva (CICG Building), in conjunction with the ITU-T SG 11 Meeting





5.2  Proposed Terms of Reference





1)  To discuss and agree to the adoption of the IMT-2000 Family of Systems Concept;


2)  To discuss and agree to the framework of cooperation on the signalling aspects of the IMT-2000 Family of Systems, including the following:


     -  Cooperation principles based on signalling architecture, e.g. on a per interface basis or on a per function/layer basis; 


     -  More specifically, cooperation regarding the specification of the RAN-CN interface and the MT-RAN interface (the latter in close cooperation with the study on radio aspects performed by appropriate groups in respective bodies);


     -  Work schedule;


     -  Appointment of contact persons for each of the cooperating standards bodies;


     -  Implementation of mechanisms (e.g. exchange of meeting reports, holding of coordination meetings, etc.) to ensure maximum degree of efficiency.





�
6.  Background information





6.1  IMT-2000 Family Concept (Figure 1) and Interfaces for study (Figure 2)





     Draft Rec. Q.FIN specifies the IMT-2000 family concept and interfaces for study.


6.2  Proposed “framework for cooperation” (Not appearing in draft Q.FIN)





6.2.1  Proposed Basic Principle





ITU-T SG 11 focuses on the specification of interfaces needed to support global service delivery from an end-user perspective and roaming, while regional standards bodies focus on specifications within each family member system. 





6.2.2  ITU-T SG11’s Current Work Priorities





Propose IMT-2000 Overall Concept and Framework (draft Q.FIN), Architectures (draft Q.FNA), Information Flows (draft Q.FIF), in cooperation with other ITU-T Study Groups and ITU-R Task Group 8/1;  


Specify the following interfaces as first priority items for standardization (Ref. Figure 2):


-  The CN-CN Interface (NNI) (draft Q.FSN)


-  The UIM-MT interface (draft Q.FSU)


-  The MT-RAN interface (draft Q.FSA), in cooperation and sharing of the work with ITU-R TG8/1





6.2.3  ITU’s Target Work Plan





First Version of Recommendations on Overall Concept, Framework, Architectures, Information Flows:  1998-99


First Version of Recommendations on the CN-CN interface, UIM-MT interface and MT-RAN interface:  1999 - 2000





6.3  ITU-T SG 11’s Basic Stance in Cooperating with Regional Bodies





Since this is the first official proposal for cooperation, we are open and flexible to consider any suggestions and proposals.


However, the Family Concept has been agreed and adopted as a result of intense, although informal, discussions with major regional standards bodies.  Hence, ITU-T SG 11 would like to commit itself to this concept, unless there are major reasons that persuade ITU-T and other (so far informally) cooperating regional standards bodies to change their basic position.
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