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1	Decision/action requested


This is an informative document on TSACC Activities since the last GSC meeting.
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3	Abstract


The Telecommunications Standards Advisory Council of Canada (TSACC), since the GSC meeting in Kyõngju (2-6 September 1996) has continued its work as an industry-government partnership dealing with IT&T standardization issues.  TSACC has now six working groups concerned with various aspects of standardization.  TSACC published in September 1997 a key document: Standards Roadmap or Standards Based Interconnection Framework for the Canadian Information Highway. 


�
4.	Introduction


The Telecommunications Standards Advisory Council of Canada (TSACC) is an industry-government partnership to deal with strategic issues in IT&T standardization.  It provides a focus for the development and implementation of IT&T standards strategies for Canada, and has the mandate to: recommend strategies for domestic and international IT&T standards development, implementation and promotion, through the existing infrastructure, which will meet the needs of Canadian users, industry, and government.





TSACC provides a bridge between the telecommunications and information technology industries and related standards communities.  It is a focal point for standards information, and builds awareness of the role of standards in the rapidly evolving global IT&T industries.  It is a major contributor to formulation or requirements and recommendations concerning new IT&T standards infrastructure in Canada including conformity assessment needs.





TSACC was the Canadian participant with Europe, the United States and Japan in organizing the Global Standards Conference (Building the Global Information Society for the 21st century; New applications and business opportunities; Coherent standards and regulations, Brussels, 1-3 October 1997).  Canada had 25 participants including 14 speakers/coordinators.  The conference was very well attended with its 500 participants from 20 countries.





The TSACC Secretariat participates in the development and usage of electronic document handling (EDH) for TSACC and, in collaboration with the Standards Council of Canada, has started to use a web-based collaborative environment for its working groups.  TSACC has also made some preliminary tests of Internet video conferencing facilities for its working groups.





TSACC currently has six working groups who work on different aspects of the TSACC program:








The TSACC Working Group on the Information Highway (WGIH) recommends and advises on the need for standards within the Canadian Information Highway, how these standards should be determined, and how quickly industry should adopt them. This group provides strategic standards advice to the Minister of Industry, other Federal Government officials and senior officials in industry. At the request of the Canadian Government in its Information Highway Advisory Council Report (Building the Information Society: Moving Canada into the 21st Century), TSACC has formulated via its Working Group on Information Highway a framework for the Canadian Information Highway Roadmap.  This has led to the publication of the Standards Roadmap or Standards Based Interconnection Framework for the Canadian Information Highway. In its response to the recommendations of IHAC, the federal government endorsed this document and has called upon TSACC to continue to enhance the strategic standards framework. 





This working group has also led to the development of interconnection scenarios as a method to demonstrate the interconnection of various networks and technologies. They are easy to understand mappings of communications systems and the interconnection standards requirements. This technique is being used in such standards activities as the ITU-T Study Group 13 (i.e., Y.100, General descriptive overview of the GII; Y.110, Basic principles and concepts for the GII; Y.120, Methodologies and scenarios, which may be used for developing the GII).





The TSACC Standards Roadmap was a major contribution to the Global Information Society conference in Brussels in October 1997. It was used as the focal point for discussion of interoperability issues. Subsequent to this conference, TSACC has received numerous requests for the document.








The TSACC Working Group on Conformity Assessment (WGCA) contributes to the activities of international, regional and national forums involved in the development of the technical and procedural aspects in conformity assessment for Information Technology and Telecommunications. It recommend strategies to the standards development bodies in Canada responsible for interfacing with the relevant regional and international bodies and forums.








The TSACC Working Group on Security (WGS) reviews current activities, identifies requirements and makes recommendations regarding issues related to standards for Information Technology Security with particular emphasis on secure communications, cryptography, Certification Authorities (CA), and mutual recognition between CAs. The recommendations focus on strategic and national concerns, including national requirements, regulations, and international reciprocity.








The TSACC Working Group on Privacy (WGP) advises on policy, organizational management and objectives oriented personal information privacy issues. The Canadian Model Code for the Protection of Personal Information (CSA/CAN/Q830-96) is an appropriate standard to raise these issues at the international level.








The TSACC Working Group on Standards Information Services (WGSIS) develops strategic guidelines and provides advice to the Standards Council of Canada on the development of a Canadian Standards Information Service. It represents TSACC at international forums, such as the ANSI IISP. It also advises TSACC on the most appropriate mechanism for exchanging information electronically with its members and the Canadian information technology and telecommunications industry. It is through this working group that the TSACC Web site (� � PRIVATE HREF="http://www.tsacc.ig.gc.ca/" �MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.tsacc.ic.gc.ca/�) is maintained.





The TSACC Radio Standardization Working Group (RAST) provides Canadian input into the Radio Standardization (RAST) activity, which is a multinational informal forum for information exchange between national and regional bodies that have an interest in global radio standardization.


National initiatives are complemented by active participation internationally in the Global Standards Collaboration meetings, and through the involvement of TSACC members in numerous regional and international standardization bodies and industry forums and consortia.








5.	TSACC Membership


Members of TSACC include all Information Technology & Telecommunications (IT&T) Standards Development Organizations (SDOs) in Canada, related industry associations and a wide representation from companies in the private sector, consumer groups and federal and provincial governments.





6.	TSACC Executive


TSACC Chair�
Mr. Mike Israël�
�
TSACC Vice Chair�
Mr. Mike Binder�
�
TSACC Executive Secretary�
Mr. Bill McCrum


�
�
WGIH Chair�
Mr. Keith Knightson�
�
WGCA Chair�
Mr. Ostap Monkewich�
�
WGS Chair�
Mr. John Hopkinson�
�
WGP Chair�
Mr. Carman Mondello�
�
WGSIS Facilitator�
Mr. David Clemis�
�
RAST Chair �
Mr. Phil Saunders�
�
�
�
�
TSACC Secretariat�
Mr. David Clemis


Mr. Jean-Yves Fortin�
�



7.	TSACC Calendar


TSACC meets in plenary at least two times a year. Each plenary covers the progress on activities during the period through reports on areas of high interest to TSACC. Frequently, a guest speaker is invited to deliver a keynote address.  Here is a highlight of the plenary meetings since the last GSC meeting:





TSACC XIX�
1997-11-13�
�
Keynote Address:�
"Global Information Society Conference - Brussels: Report and Discussion" - Mr. Phil Saunders and members of the Canadian Coordinating Committee





"Electronic Commerce and the Role of TSACC" - Mr. Richard Simpson, Canadian Task Force on Electronic Commerce


�
�
Highlights:�
The success of the Canadian Standards Roadmap for GII and the continuing work


Progress report by the Canadian delegation to the JTC 1 Business Team on Electronic Commerce


Inaugural reports of the Working Groups on Security and Privacy


Canadian Coordinating Group for GSC-4 and its work plan were commissioned


�
�
TSACC XVIII�
1997-06-26�
�
Keynote Address:�
(none at this meeting) This was the first attempt to provide a tele- and video-conference for a plenary


�
�
Highlights:�
Report of the TSACC Task Force on renewal of the organization





Update report on the progress of the Canadian Standards Framework for GII, to be published in the summer


Progress report on the planning for the GIS conference in Brussels in October


�
�
TSACC XVII�
1997-03-25�
�
Keynote Address:�
"Standards Based Interconnection Framework for the Canadian Information Highway" - Mr. Keith Knightson


�
�
Highlights:�
Progress on the development of the Information Highway Standards Roadmap





Active participation by Canadians in promoting standards roadmap framework in other standards for a


Report of a comprehensive on-line survey of member needs for electronic information services





Report on the progress of Canadian negotiations for mutual recognition agreements on telecommunications in several key countries


�
�



In addition, each of the Working Groups hold periodic sessions throughout the year. The most active is the Working Group on the Information Highway, which is responsible for coordinating the work on the Road Map for Standards.


The Working Group on Standards Information Services has been actively working on the updating and maintenance of the TSACC Standards Information Service and supporting the development of the Standards Information Services for Canada with the Standards Council of Canada. Its work includes the introduction of electronic two-way exchange of contributions, document annotation through World Wide Web browsers and electronic meetings over the Internet. Its deliberations have been conducted mainly electronically.





The Working Group on Conformity Assessment has met less frequently but it is also conducting much of its deliberations electronically.








8.	TSACC Activity Highlights


Over the past year, TSACC has concluded a very successful phase in the development of CanadaÕs information highway, which culminated in the publishing of the Canadian Standards Framework for the Information Highway. This work is continuing in the development of scenarios of standards needs in several key network structures. Although the focus of our activities has been in this area, there have been other activities, which are worthy of note. Here is a brief outline of the major activities of TSACC in the past year.








9.	Future Activities


Electronic Document Handling (EDH) 


EDH is important to develop a solid underlying technology for developing standards documents.  From conception to publication, standards development will benefit from the use of EDH.  In an effort to promote the use of EDH standards, TSACC continues to investigate, along with its Canadian partners, the publication, distribution and management of electronic documents.  This investigation will include applications such as application of security protection and document balloting.





Electronic Commerce


Canada is embarking on a major policy review of electronic commerce activities. TSACC will be participating in this major government and private sector initiative by hosting a select panel of Canadian experts to develop a framework for standards for electronic commerce. This work will be similar to that done for the information highway standards framework. TSACC is currently involved in the preparation of proposals for Canada in Electronic Commerce and submissions for the upcoming OECD Ministerial Conference on Electronic Commerce, to be held in Ottawa, October 1998.





TSACC members are also working in international standards activities on electronic commerce. In particular, TSACC has fielded members to the JTC 1 Business Team on Electronic Commerce.








Information Highway


TSACC is continuing its work on the standards roadmap for the information highway. Internationally, TSACC will be promoting its framework model as a method for mapping global GII standards requirements.  TSACC will be seeking the participation of the other PSOs in the GSC.








Conformity Assessment


Quality of standards and unambiguous representation of specifications using formally precise techniques is of increasing importance as the complexity of technology increases.  TSACC members are active in bodies such as TSAG and ITU-T SG10 promoting the development of formal specifications of standards which enable application of automated checking and implementation of specifications.  The work of ETSI in this regard is also noted.





10	Contact


Mike Israël


TSACC Chairman


Teleglobe Canada


1000, De la Gauchetière, Ouest 


Montréal (Québec)


Canada		H3B 4X5


Tel.: +1 514 868 7981


Fax: +1 514 868 7689


E-mail: misrael@teleglobe.ca�
William A. McCrum


Executive Secretary


TSACC


300 Slater Street


Ottawa, Canada	K1A 0C8


Tel.: +1 613 990 4493


Fax: +1 613 957 8845


E-mail: mccrum.william@ic.gc.ca�
�



TSACC Secretariat E-mail: admin@tsacc.ic.gc.ca


TSACC Web site: http://www.tsacc.ic.gc.ca
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