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1	Decision/action requested


A decision will need to be made with respect to the future of the IPR Group.  There is continuing activity at the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) on Guidelines for IPR and a GSC IPR Group may provide a method to share information and cooperate on consensus views.


 





2	References


Annex 1 to TSAG-R 9-E, Meeting Report of the TSB Director’s Ad-Hoc Group on ITU Patent Policy (Geneva 15 January 1998)


1997 STAR, pp. 10-13, Contributed Article,  Communications Standards and Patent Rights:  Conflict or Coordination?, by Ken Krechmer, Communications Standards Review.


ANSI IPR Group decision to carry ANSI IPR statements in database on ANSI Web Page.





3	Rationale


The Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) Director’s Ad-hoc Group on ITU Patent Policy held a meeting on January 15, 1998 during the TSAG and Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) meetings in order to have participants from both Sectors present and since the RAG decided it would follow the TSB lead on IPR matters.  The consensus of the group was that no changes should be made in the ITU-T IPR policy for the time being.  However a small group chaired by Theo Irmer will carry forward the results of the meeting and focus on issues such as: 





Guidelines on the implementation of the TSB patent policy


Continuation of discussions on Clause 2.3 of the policy


Drafting of a standardized form for a clear and concise patent statement


Prepare a proposal for patent declaration on all contributions


Drafting of a standardized form for a global patent declaration


Need for a new statement for a referenced recommendation in a recommendation





The ANSI Patent Group chaired by Dan Bart of TIA held a meeting February 3, 1998 to review recent activities at ITU TSAG and ISO and the possible need for revision of ANSI Patent Policy.  Conclusion reached was no changes required in ANSI Policy at this time.  Group recommended ANSI create a database on its web page to contain patent statements on file at ANSI for American National Standards similar to ITU database.





TIA IPR Working Group will be holding meeting April 16, 1998 to discuss possible modifications to “early disclosure” process in TIA Engineering Manual since Federal Trade Commission vs. Dell decision.  Intent is to streamline process while fully complying with ANSI Patent Policy.





4	Consequences and implications


Intellectual Property Rights discussions continue within the TSAG and Patent issues continue to play a major role in standardization.  Failure to maintain a harmonized approach to patent licensing policies will lead to a recurrence of past problems related to disputes over IPR policies.  Even with a high degree of information sharing and cooperation, patent issues continue to be a major reason for delay in the final approval of standards and ITU Recommendations.





5	Issues for discussion/decision


Future of GSC/IPR Group?  TIA recommends it continue for the time being given the High Interest in IPR matters.
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