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	STudy Group 2 work regarding E.164 geographic country codes.


The TSB wishes to bring to the attention of the Council Working Group on the International Telecommunications Regulation the following items that have been or are being considered by ITU-T Study Group 2 (SG2).

1. Misuse of some E.164 Geographic Country Codes

The following statement was agreed by ITU-T Study Group 2 at its 21-31 October 2003 meeting in Florianopolis, Brazil.

SG2 would like to draw attention to a situation that might jeopardise the E.164 numbering plan. At the highest hierarchical level, E.164 is a world-wide numbering plan for public telecommunications. The ITU-T is the numbering plan manager. It is responsible for the assignment and reclamation and should supervise the surveillance of the usage of country codes. Each assigned country code belongs to a particular category.

The following categories are currently in operation:

· geographic CCs

· CCs for global services

· CCs for Networks (“N” means international networks)

· CCs for test

It has been reported to SG2 that some CCs of the first category (geographic), have been used in an unconventional manner for premium rate services originating and terminating on PSTNs.

Although Recommendation E.164 and E.190 clearly stipulate that a call established with a number in a geographical CC range must be routed to the country (or geographical area) indicated by this CC, sometimes it is not the case, and this does not result from a mistake, but, is done on purpose by some telecommunication sector players.

For example, they utilise a CC of a country or territory, the numbering plan of which contains considerable spare capacity. Some leading digits in this spare capacity are used in combination with the 3-digit CC of these geographical areas to identify a premium rate or other service provided to callers in some other countries.

The tariffs of conventional calls from these European countries to the country indicated by the CC is high since the distance between them is great and this tariff corresponds to that of premium rate calls in the country or the region of origin.

Therefore, the calls are not routed to the indicated destination. Close to the origination point, a number analysis is made which triggers a routing to a premium rate service provider in the country of origin itself or in a neighbouring country.

This usage jeopardises the concept of geographic country codes and beyond that, the concept of geographic number and therefore SG2 is bringing this issue to your attention in order that you may consider whether it might be appropriate to consider developing a clause in a future revision of the International Telecommunications Regulations (ITR) or, if appropriate; in the Constitution or Convention:  In particular, we invite consideration of whether a revision of 1.7 of the current ITR might be appropriate.  

SG2 would be pleased to receive feedback information on the progress of the work done on the ITR about this issue.

2. Dissemination of information on E.164 numbering resources 

On 13 November 2003, the Director of TSB issued Circular 195, which states the following.

1
ITU-T Study Group 2 (SG2) identified an issue during its 25-31 October 2003 meeting with respect to the dissemination of information regarding the opening up of new numbering resources internationally.  In identifying the issue, SG2 recognized that whilst the Operational Bulletin contains the details of numbering resources allocated on a national and international basis, the Operational Bulletin does not reach all operators in all countries.  The opening up of international numbering resources does not always occur at the time of assignment.  SG2 invites member states to take appropriate steps to inform the operators of the importance of opening up new international numbering resources in a timely manner.

2
In addition, it was noted that Recommendation E.129, Presentation of national numbering plans, has the following roles:

· to specify a methodology that will provide a standardized method for presenting the domestic numbering plans of all countries (i.e. each country’s application of Recommendation E.164).  

· a method by which this information is made available to all interested parties as well as timely information on numbering plan changes that influence the routing, charging and accounting of international telecommunications traffic.’ 

3
In order to assess what guidelines might be required to assist in the opening up of international numbering resources, it was agreed to collect and assess information, via the questionnaire contained in Annex 1 of this Circular, regarding the extent to which information contained in the Operational Bulletin and the use of E.129 are known in national environments.

4
Only the Administration representing the Government of your country should reply to this questionnaire, and replies should reach the TSB by 9 February 2004 at the latest. The results will be published in a further circular as soon as all replies have been received

5
I would like to stress the importance of this questionnaire, which will enable a comprehensive and complete view of Member States' experiences with respect to dissemination of information on E.164 numbering resources to be collected and published. I therefore count on your active co-operation in ensuring that your reply is as full as possible and that it reaches me by the prescribed deadline.
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