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This document presents a synopsis of the responses received from 33 Member States. 

1)
The International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs) set many rules applicable to administrations and to recognized private operating agencies. There are also many operational details in the ITRs. 

1.1
Taking into account that today many countries have liberalized the telecommunications sector and many Administrations do not themselves provide international telecommunication services, how do the Member States ensure the abidance of the ITRs provisions by Recognized Operating Agencies (ROA) and Operating Agencies (OA)
? 

22 countries: The ITRs are no longer appropriate because they are not sufficiently focused on market liberalization.

10 countries: The ITRs is an international treaty and Member States can and should ensure abidance by enacting appropriate national laws and regulations.

1 country: The ITRs is an international treaty and Member States can ensure abidance by enacting appropriate national laws and regulations; however, this may not be practical or appropriate.

2 countries: no specific response to this question.

1.2
In your opinion, which, if any, of the ITRs provisions should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations?  Please provide any proposed draft text for amending the Constitution and/or Convention, if deemed appropriate.

See separate document showing proposed changes in detail.

2)
Taking into account the considering a) through f) and believing a) and b) of Resolutions 121: 

2.1
Do you consider that the fast pace of change in the telecommunication environment could make the task of defining International Telecommunication Regulations difficult?

23 countries: Yes, so the ITRs should be abrogated and/or replaced by provisions in the CS, CV and Recommendations.
7 countries: Yes, but the task should nevertheless be undertaken.

3 countries: No.
2.2
Do you see some provisions of the ITRs contradicting your national regulations or regional regulations (e.g. EC directives) or other international instruments (e.g. WTO)?

19 countries: The ITRs are potentially in conflict with WTO/GATS.

8 countries: No.

1 country: Maybe.

1 country: Yes in theory, but not in practice.

4 countries: No specific answer to this question.
2.3
Are provisions of the ITRs applicable for the provision of international telecommunications services arising out of the evolving telecommunications industry environment?  Do you have any issues that are not covered by the current ITRs?

22 countries: No, the ITRs are not—and should not be amended to become—applicable for new services.

10 countries: Yes, the ITRs are—or should be amended to become—applicable for new services.
1 country: no specific answer to this question.

Responding countries have suggested a number of issues that are not covered by the current ITRs.  These include (in alphabetical order):

a) Accounting methods and charging schemes.

b) Charging for new services such as VoIP, data, video conference.

c) Control of content.

d) Control of unusual/bursty traffic. 

e) Dispute resolution/arbitration.

f) Identification of calling party.

g) Intellectual property.

h) Integrity of signalling data.

i) International mobile satellite services.

j) Internet governance.

k) IP telephony and alternative calling procedures.

l) Lawful intercept and/or other enforcement aids.

m) Misuse of numbering, naming, and addressing plans.

n) Quality of service.

o) Regulation of certain aspects of IP-based networks and IP-based services (Internet).

p) Roaming.

q) spam/viruses.

r) Synchronization of billing data.

s) Universal service.

3)
Noting that the preamble of the ITRs refers to “most efficient operation” and that Paragraph 1.6 refers to “compliance with the relevant ITU-T Recommendations”, is Paragraph 1.6 sufficient to guarantee efficient operation of telecommunication, for example to ensure world-wide consistency, stability, and predictability of the E.164, E.212 and/or other numbering plans?

5 countries: Yes, paragraph 1.6 is sufficient.
5 countries: No, paragraph 1.6 is not sufficient.

23 countries: Did not give a “yes or no” answer.
________________













� The terms Administration, ROA and OA are used as defined in the Constitution.





	Contact:
	Richard Hill

TSB
	Tel:
+41 22 730 5887

Fax:
+41 22 730 5853

Email
richard.hill@itu.int 

	


 http://www.itu.int/council 

SG\CONSEIL\ITR\C\012E.DOC


