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Questionnaire on the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs)

Instructions: Please provide responses to the following questions, if appropriate in consultation with concerned parties. Responses can be sent, if desired, on a separate sheet or document attached to this cover sheet.

1)
The International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs) set many rules applicable to administrations and to recognized private operating agencies. There are also many operational details in the ITRs. 

1.1
Taking into account that today many countries have liberalized the telecommunications sector and many Administrations do not themselves provide international telecommunication services, how do the Member States ensure the abidance of the ITRs provisions by Recognized Operating Agencies (ROA) and Operating Agencies (OA)?

International agreements are considered as agreements with immediate and mandatory effect forming part of the national legislative framework; thus, as a Member State of ITU, Ecuador has recourse to the international regulations in the ITR, and requires agencies operating telecommunication services to comply with them.

1.2
In your opinion, which, if any, of the ITRs provisions should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations? Please provide any proposed draft text for amending the Constitution and/or Convention, if deemed appropriate.

A definition of "user of the international network" should be included.

In No. 39, paragraph 5.1, it should be stated that safety of life as well as distress telecommunications, and telecommunications relating to medical emergencies or emergencies caused by major world natural disasters which threaten human life, shall be entitled to transmission as of right and shall, where technically practical, have absolute priority ...

In No. 41, paragraph 5.3, the order of priority of all other telecommunications shall be governed by the provisions in the relevant CCITT recommendations and the international agreements signed by each country.

2)
Taking into account the considering a) through f) and believing a) and b) of Resolutions 121: 

2.1
Do you consider that the fast pace of change in the telecommunication environment could make the task of defining International Telecommunication Regulations difficult?

Yes. For this reason, a set of regulations should be defined which are quick and easy to amend, and it is also necessary for the ITR to be as general as possible, so that they may serve as a reference framework.

2.2
Do you see some provisions of the ITRs contradicting your national regulations or regional regulations (e.g. EC directives) or other international instruments (e.g. WTO)?

The ITR provisions are not in contradiction with our regulations because the ITR provide a general reference framework for the telecommunication field.

2.3
Are provisions of the ITRs applicable for the provision of international telecommunications services arising out of the evolving telecommunications industry environment? Do you have any issues that are not covered by the current ITRs?

To our mind, it would be important to make reference to aspects such as universal service, quality of service and settlement of disputes.

3)
Noting that the preamble of the ITRs refers to "most efficient operation" and that Paragraph 1.6 refers to "compliance with the relevant ITU-T Recommendations", is Paragraph 1.6 sufficient to guarantee efficient operation of telecommunication, for example to ensure world-wide consistency, stability, and predictability of the E.164, E.212 and/or other numbering plans?

Yes, since it is stated that: "administrations* should comply with, to the greatest extent practicable, the relevant CCITT recommendations, including any instructions forming part of or derived from these recommendations".
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