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    Arab Republic of Egypt 





 Response to the Questionnaire on ITRs (Letter DM-1141)

    National Telecom Regulatory Authority 


ANNEX 2
(to letter DM-1141)
Questionnaire on the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs)

Please return by 15 September 2004, by one of the following methods:

   By Post:
ITU, ITR Secretariat, Rooms M.421/M.427, Place des Nations, CH-1211
                        Geneva 20
   By Fax: 
+41 22 730 5853
   By e-mail:
WG-itr@itu.int
Name of your Administration: 


Country:


Contact person:


Tel: ............................................................. Fax: 


Email: 


Instructions:  Please provide responses to the following questions, if appropriate in consultation with concerned parties. Responses can be sent, if desired, on a separate sheet or document attached to this cover sheet.

1)
The International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs) set many rules applicable to administrations and to recognized private operating agencies. There are also many operational details in the ITRs. 

1.1
Taking into account that today many countries have liberalized the telecommunications sector and many Administrations do not themselves provide international telecommunication services, how do the Member States ensure the abidance of the ITRs provisions by Recognized Operating Agencies (ROA) and Operating Agencies (OA)
? 

1.2
In your opinion, which, if any, of the ITRs provisions should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations?  Please provide any proposed draft text for amending the Constitution and/or Convention, if deemed appropriate.

2)
Taking into account the considering a) through f) and believing a) and b) of Resolutions 121: 

2.1
Do you consider that the fast pace of change in the telecommunication environment could make the task of defining International Telecommunication Regulations difficult?

2.2
Do you see some provisions of the ITRs contradicting your national regulations or regional regulations (e.g. EC directives) or other international instruments (e.g. WTO)?

	No
	Question
	Answer

(Y/N)
	Comments

	1.1
	Taking into account that today many countries have liberalized the telecommunications sector and many Administrations do not themselves provide international telecommunication services, how do the Member States ensure the abidance of the ITR provisions by Recognized Operating Agencies (ROA) and Operating Agencies (OA)? 

	
	A Member State should assure the abidance of ITRs by ROA and OA authorized by that Member by through issuing national laws and regulations that is applied upon those ROA and OA and oblige them not to break any international obligation laid upon that Member State.  In this regard, Members should abide to provisions 1.1a /1.6/1.7a/1.7b/1.7c/ Article 4 of the ITRs and to Article 6 of the Constitution. 

Articles 5, 26 and 27 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties are also relevant and well recognized. 



	1.2


	In your opinion, which, if any, of the ITR provisions should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations?  Please provide any proposed draft text for amending the Constitution and/or Convention, if deemed appropriate.


	
	ITR provisions to be RETAINED in ITRs
	Egypt is of the opinion that the answer to this question is better to be addressed in the form of a separate well detailed Contribution to be submitted to the Working Group before November 15.

	
	
	
	ITR provisions to be TERMINATED
	

	
	
	
	Transferred to CS/CV
	

	
	
	
	Embodied in ITU RECOMMENDATIONS
	

	2.1


	Do you consider that the fast pace of change in the telecommunication environment could make the task of defining International Telecommunication Regulations difficult?
	NO
	The more fast the pace of change becomes the more important defining new regulations is.  It can be an easy job if enough will exists on the international level between all countries regardless of their level of development. The cooperation of the private sector might also be an enabling element in this process.  An essential thing to make it practical is to put the appropriate mechanism for issuing/ revising or abrogating these regulations to cope with the fast pace of change in the telecommunication environment. For example ITRs could be revised periodically in Plenipotentiary Conferences in the same manner like CS/CV.

	2.2
	Do you see some provisions of the ITRs contradicting your national regulations or regional regulations (e.g. EC directives) or other international instruments (e.g. WTO)?
	NO
	The ITRs were adopted in 1988.  Since that date, in issuing or modifying national regulations in our country it was taken into consideration to adapt the national laws and regulations in order not to contradict the obligations contained in the ITRs which come in the higher precedence as international obligations.  Articles 26 and 27 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties are taken into consideration by our country in this regard.  For other international instruments, we see no contradiction with any. 

	2.3
	Are provisions of the ITRs applicable for the provision of international telecommunications services arising out of the evolving telecommunications industry environment?  Do you have any issues that are not covered by the current ITR?
	YES, APPLICABLE
	Yes, ITRs are applicable in the sense that they are general principles which relate to the provision and operation of international telecommunication services. Yet, when looking at the new technologies and services and their new revolutionary nature, the CURRENT ITRs treaty isn’t considered applicable enough as we hope for. That’s why the CURRENT ITRs addressed in this question need to be reviewed with a view to updating them.  This makes us believe in the importance of bringing new effective provisions into being as part of this treaty to maintain its validity and credibility.

	
	
	YES, THERE ARE ISSUES
	The sixteen years since the adoption of ITRs have witnessed a lot of change in the telecommunication environment.  The new technologies have greatly changed the face and nature of telecom services.  Some new issues have arisen and need to be clearly regulated such as:

· IP telephony and alternative call procedures.

· Internet Governance and Spam issues.

· Also, new accounting methods that are more suitable for the current environment are essentially required.

On the other hand, the current nature of the telecommunications environment implies very fact pace of change which will always give rise to new issues.  This leads us to the essential need for revising the ITRs periodically, similar to revising CS/CV.



	3
	Noting that the preamble of the ITR refers to "most efficient operation" and that Paragraph 1.6 refers to "compliance with the relevant ITU-T Recommendations", is Paragraph 1.6 sufficient to guarantee efficient operation of telecommunication, for example to ensure world-wide consistency, stability, and predictability of the E.164, E.212 and/or other numbering plans?
	NO
	We believe that some issues that are handled by ITU-T Recommendations are so sensitive and of a special importance that they need to be governed by more legal power in the form of some instrument that is binding on its parties so that world-wide consistency and stability is more insured.  We see that the ITRs treaty has the potential to play, when updated, a very important role in this regard.
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� The terms Administration, ROA and OA are used as defined in the Constitution.
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