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ANNEX 2
(to letter DM-1141)
Questionnaire on the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs)

1)
The International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs) set many rules applicable to administrations and to recognized private operating agencies. There are also many operational details in the ITRs. 

1.1
Taking into account that today many countries have liberalized the telecommunications sector and many Administrations do not themselves provide international telecommunication services, how do the Member States ensure the abidance of the ITRs provisions by Recognized Operating Agencies (ROA) and Operating Agencies (OA)
? 

The instrument in question should be regarded as an international treaty. In the case of Mexico, international treaties are ratified by the Senate of the Congress of the Union, thus they have the same value as a law passed in the country and their application is mandatory.
1.2
In your opinion, which, if any, of the ITRs provisions should be terminated, retained in the ITRs, transferred to the Constitution or Convention, or embodied in ITU Recommendations?  Please provide any proposed draft text for amending the Constitution and/or Convention, if deemed appropriate.

Mexico considers that it is necessary to maintain an international instrument such as the ITRs for the purpose of establishing the guiding principles for the efficient interoperability of international networks; nevertheless, review of each of the provisions in order to determine whether they are maintained, modified or abrogated would not be appropriate given that the ITRs are regulations that were issued in 1988, and a complete proposal for new regulations will be necessary, in tune with the current conditions of international telecommunications.

2)
Taking into account the considering a) through f) and believing a) and b) of Resolutions 121: 

2.1
Do you consider that the fast pace of change in the telecommunication environment could make the task of defining International Telecommunication Regulations difficult?

Yes, but this situation exists in all sectors involving technological evolution, and therefore this should not be taken as grounds for not carrying out the task entrusted to the working group.

2.2
Do you see some provisions of the ITRs contradicting your national regulations or regional regulations (e.g. EC directives) or other international instruments (e.g. WTO)?

No: none.

2.3
Are provisions of the ITRs applicable for the provision of international telecommunications services arising out of the evolving telecommunications industry environment?  Do you have any issues that are not covered by the current ITRs?

As mentioned above, the Regulations date back to 1988, and therefore fail to cover some aspects of the international telecommunication services provided today. We therefore reiterate the need for a complete review of the Regulations, and not simply of each of their articles, for which reason, taking account of the dynamics of telecommunication development and recognizing that the purpose of the regulations is and should continue to be, inter alia, to ensure the worldwide interoperability and interconnection of telecommunications, various topics have been identified, and have even been developed as chapter headings, for incorporation in the ITRs:

· 1
General provisions (purpose, scope, definitions)

· 2
Interconnection (agreements, non‑discrimination, interoperability)

· 3
Cost distribution (equity, charging principles)

· 4
Numbering and signalling (essential resources, source identification)

· 5
Quality of service

· 6
Alternative calling procedures (WTSA Resolution)

· 7
Infringements (notification mechanisms, settlement procedures)

3)
Noting that the preamble of the ITRs refers to “most efficient operation” and that Paragraph 1.6 refers to “compliance with the relevant ITU-T Recommendations”, is Paragraph 1.6 sufficient to guarantee efficient operation of telecommunication, for example to ensure world-wide consistency, stability, and predictability of the E.164, E.212 and/or other numbering plans?

It is important for the ITRs to indicate that the provisions of the ITU‑T recommendations should be complied with in the same manner, since they contain the detailed and/or technical aspects of a particular subject, but this is not sufficient to guarantee the efficient functioning of telecommunications, for which reason a general and mandatory regulatory framework should also exist, such as the International Telecommunication Regulations.

________________

� The terms Administration, ROA and OA are used as defined in the Constitution.






