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	TSB

	BACKGROUND information on RESOLUTIONS 20 and 29

	


Considering the highly specialized nature of topics related to WTSA Resolutions 20 and 29, this information document provides some background information.

Resolution 20: Procedures for allocation and management of international numbering resources

Resolution 20 was first approved in 1993.  Its purpose is to ensure that there is a clear mechanism by which the Director of TSB can obtain advice from competent technical experts when allocating and managing international numbering resources, as he is required to do in accordance with the provisions of several ITU-T Recommendation.  The main numbering resources in the scope of this Resolution are those whose management rules are defined in Recommendations:

· E.164.1 (Country Codes): these codes form the first part of a telephone number, for example +41 for Switzerland.

· E.212 (Mobile Country Code): these codes form the first part of an International Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI), which is coded in the SIM card used in GSM mobile telephones.  The first five digits of the IMSI are called the MCC/MNC and they identify the network which issued a particular SIM card.  The IMSI is used to enable roaming.

· Q.708 (Signalling Area Network Code): these codes are used to route calls within the international public telephone system.

· X.121 (Data Country Code): these codes are used in international public data networks, for example X.25, frame relay and ATM.

Management of the numbering resources includes assignment, reassignment and/or reclamation.

There have been increasing reports of misuse of international numbering resources, and ITU-T Study Group 2 (SG2) has opened a project to study this issue.  As a first step in that project, SG2 has requested that the Director of TSB publish a Circular and create a web site to facilitate reporting of misuse.  The Circular will be issued in the near future, as soon as the web site is operational.  The draft of the circular can be found in SG2 TD 194 (WP1), available at:

  http://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?type=mitems&lang=e&parent=T01-SG02-040518-TD-WP1-0194 

Resolution 29

Resolution 29 was first approved in 1996.  Its purpose is to provide guidance concerning a technique known as “call-back”.  In this technique, a user who wishes to call country X from country Y will place a very short call to the user in country X (or send a signal to the user in country X) containing his telephone number, and the user in country X will then call back the user in country Y.  This can result in lower costs for the telephone communication if the per-minute rates in country Y are higher than those in country X.

“Refiling” is a routing technique used by operators, at the wholesale level, which has results similar to those of call-back.

”Home network identifier” is the term used in certain countries to refer to the MCC/MNC of E.212.

Some network operators in some countries have recently started to offer GSM services using MCC/MNC codes (home network identifier) assigned by a different country, typically the country in which the operator has its historical base.  Depending on the country, this practice is encouraged, allowed, discouraged, or prohibited.
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