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Abstract

At the opening of the last decade, cable television multi-system operators (MSOs) began migrating their original tree-and-branch network architecture employing RF technologies and coaxial cables with a broadcast approach for video product delivery toward today’s hybrid-fiber-coax architectures that now deliver interactive video products, high speed internet access, a small offering of circuit switched voice service and the introduction of voice over IP service to the residential and small business sector.  This report outlines the predominant operational issues driving the MSOs to investigate the economics of deploying a Fiber-to-the-Home network.  It provides an assessment of the competing approaches’, HFC and FTTH, ability to address these issue.  Network deployment costs for the HFC and FTTH network are modeled and a current life cycle cost comparative assessment is presented.  The report concludes with an assessment of the most likely direction the MSOs will take in the near-term.     

