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Abstract

This tutorial gives an overview of the evolution of Ethernet from its primary function as the ubiquitous LAN connectivity technology to a carrier class service delivery technology in the Metro/WAN.  Fast becoming the technology of choice among Enterprise customers, Metro Ethernet is viewed as a solution to the high speed access bottlenecks still so prevalent in legacy networks.

The benefits, service types, features and performance parameters of Metro Ethernet technology are highlighted with examples of how they translate into advantages for both end-users and service providers.  Compared to legacy networks, optical Ethernet is a more secure, more reliable and simpler technology.  It allows greater bandwidth flexibility and scalability, is faster and easier to provision, delivers increased network efficiency and lowers overall costs for the customer and provider alike. 
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