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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am indeed very pleased to address, on behalf of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, such a distinguished gathering at this important ITU event and before going any further, I wish to transmit to you best wishes from Mr. Timofeev for a successful Workshop.

As you will appreciate throughout the duration of this workshop, radio issues represent a fundamental part of access networks, recognising the growing importance of mobility and the resulting proliferation of wireless access solutions. Therefore, the radio experts who will be speaking and participating in the workshop surely all deserve the qualification of a "star".

In order to put into perspective the activities currently going on in ITU-R in connection with wireless access systems, let me remind you of some key features pertaining to present radiocommunications.

· Broadband wireless access has become the most appropriate way to meet escalating business demand for rapid Internet connection and integrated data, voice and video services in the local-loop, particularly in rural and remote areas. One of the most compelling aspects of this wireless technology is that networks can be created in a matter of weeks by deploying a small number of base stations to create high-capacity wireless access systems. For the short-range version of this technology, namely RLAN or Wi-Fi, predictions indicate that this number can grow to over 145 000 in 2007.
· Other rapidly developing wireless technologies include satellite-based solutions, digital TV, and short-range devices including UWB technology. One notable event that took place in 2003 was the launch of the European e-BIRD - the first satellite especially designed to offer two-way broadband communication service across the entire continent. In ITU-R, we have recently started the planning of the introduction of digital TV in Europe, CIS countries, Africa and the Middle-East.

· Last but not least, it is important to recall the successful endeavour coordinated by ITU to create a worldwide framework for third generation mobile communications, known as IMT-2000, which established a paradigm in modern advanced personal telecommunications. Despite the economic slowdown, the number of people using 3G has reached 140 million, allowing them to enjoy broadband mobile access to the Internet from their handheld terminals. Systems beyond IMT-2000 are currently the focus of ITU-R attention, strengthening the mobile broadband access capability of the system and providing for convergence of wireless access networks.
These facts and associated predictions prove that the revolution promised by the introduction of advanced wireless access technologies is already with us today. What remains to be done is to pursue the development of the framework of international cooperation to provide for harmonized frequency spectrum, open standards, and a flexible and well-informed regulatory environment. In all these aspects, the ITU-R in coordination with ITU-T, and with full cooperation with national and regional standards development organizations, will continue to have a central role to play in building the access networks of today and tomorrow.

Thank you.
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