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In Virtual Reality Is
A Big Issue

With the hand of the #MeToo movement
coming down heavy on sexual predators,
many have found a safe haven for their old
and noxious behaviors in virtual reality.
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Online Harm Is Real

Many dismissed a woman’s complaints about being groped in
virtual reality. But that’s the wrong way to think about the
internet.
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VR Has A Harassment Problem

Convergence of harms_

sexual harassment

Virtual Reality Is Full of Assholes
Who Sexually Harass Me. Here's
Why I Keep Going Back

By Taylor Lorenz | May 26, 2016

(AR/VR]
VRChat addresses ‘disrespectful or harmful

hehavior’ as racism and sexism rise on platform
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What harms should be anticipated and prevented
in the dating metaverse?

How can the dating metaverse be designed to
prevent such harms?
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Participatory design with online daters and social VR
users of diverse gender and sexual identities



How do users define harm in

the dating metaverse-

 Users reject the notion of objectively harmful
behaviors

+ Example: anti-harassment policies

e Instead, users understand harm as any action or
behavior without permission of the
recipient/observer.

+ Harm = Nonconsensual behavior



Examples of

nonconsensual acts in the

dating metaverse

Unwanted sexualized verbal dialogue or
simulated bodily movements

Nonconsensual observation of sexual
interactions between other users

Interactions agreed to under misinformed

pretenses

Unwanted sexual activity during in-person
date




acts in VR dating:

How do we prevent nonconsensual

Instead of features that react to harm that
has already occurred (blocking, muting,
reporting), we can design..

Consent mechanics: features intended to
support the giving, receiving, and denying
of agreement to interpersonal behavior
through virtual and augmented reality.



Why consent mechanics can

be effective

1. Victims often find it difficult to say no (and /

thus would not report the perpetrator).

2. Sexual harm often occurs without conscious
intent due to misunderstanding of consent.



Absence of technology to

upport saying no

Grace: “So I remember he said can you send me a picture

because your ones on [your dating profile], they were old
or whatever. So I sent him Like a face shot. I'm in the
Library. So I can't really do much, right? I just take a
selfie. [He was] Like, no, I want a full body shot. So I
was LikRe, okay, whatever. It’s fine. I'LL just go into the
bathroom. Took a full body selfie in the mirror. He's
Like, well, I was hoping for more than that. [...] I told
him no, 1indirectly. So it was Rind of Like, I'm not. I
don't kRnow.”




Unreliable signals of consen

Ethan: “[During messaging on the dating app] she was like,
‘Yeah, I was a Catholic school girl.’ She gave me a winky
face [emoji]. It's like, alright. Yeah. I know. I know
what she's trying to do here. [...] I was really hoping
for sex. Which was a lot, which is, which, which like,
okay, here: a guy doesn't drive over an hour and leave
empty handed.”




‘ skmg for ad glvmg consent to

enter personal space in AR/VR
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