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	Administrations of ITU Member States;

ITU-D Sector Members;

ITU-D Associates;

Contact points for ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2

	For your reply

	Contact:
	Alessandra Pileri
	E-mail:
	alessandra.pileri@itu.int 

	
	
	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5545 / 730 5484

	
	
	Tel:
	+41 22 730 6698 / 730 5990

	Subject:
	Convening of the fourth and last meetings of ITU-D Study Groups for the fourth study period:

Study Group 2: 31 August - 4 September 2009

Study Group 1: 7-11 September 2009

	Dear Sir/Madam,

In agreement with the Chairmen of both Study Groups, I am pleased to inform you that the fourth meetings of the ITU-D Study Groups for the fourth study period will take place in Geneva from 31 August to 4 September 2009 (Study Group 2) and from 7 to 11 September 2009 (Study Group 1).

Draft Agenda and schedule of meetings

The draft agendas and schedules of meetings of the two Study Groups can be found at:

Study Group 2

· Draft agenda (http://www.itu.int/md/D06-SG02-OJ/e)

· Draft schedule (http://www.itu.int/md/D06-SG02-ADM/e)

Study Group 1

· Draft agenda (http://www.itu.int/md/D06-SG01-OJ/e)

· Draft schedule (http://www.itu.int/md/D06-SG01-ADM/e)

Registration and fellowship requests

Registration will be carried out exclusively online at the following address where you will find all the information for registering, requesting a fellowship for eligible participants and for accessing the online form:

www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_2006-2010/meetings/STG/2009/Fellowship_Registration/index.html
You are invited to confirm your participation to the meeting before 28 August 2009, except for fellows who need to register latest by 24 July 2009. 

Within the budget available, one fellowship per country may be granted to participants from countries with a GDP per capita less than 2'000 USD, with priority to Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Priority will be given to participants who will present a contribution to the meeting.

Due to budgetary constraints, the countries beneficiaries of a fellowship may have to contribute partly to the costs of the fellowship. You are invited to submit your request for fellowships not later than 24 July 2009 by completing the fellowship form which will be sent out to those having clicked the appropriate box in the registration form. Please note that you must first submit your registration form before you can receive the fellowship form. 

Questions

The titles and definitions of the Questions to be dealt with by the Study Groups, as approved by WTDC‑06 and used by the first Study Group meetings, can be found on the ITU-D Study Groups website: 

Study Group 2: www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_2006-2010/SG2/SG2Quest.html 
Study Group 1: www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_2006-2010/SG1/SG1Quest.html 

Study Group outputs and revised Questions

Both Study Groups will consider and adopt the output reports and will approve the Questions to maintain and those to delete as well as the draft revised or new Questions for the fifth study period to be submitted to the forthcoming World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-10).

Resolutions and Recommendations

Submission of a Recommendation for approval

Furthermore, the meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2 will examine a draft new Recommendation on Rural Communications. In accordance with provision 19.3.1 and 19.3.3, Section 5, of Resolution 1 of WTDC‑06, this Recommendation is submitted to Study Group 2 for approval. The full text of the Recommendation will be available here in the six languages as from Monday, 15 June 2009.

The purpose of the Recommendation is to consolidate world-wide experience on successful provision of telecommunications/ICTs to the population living in rural and remote areas. Taking into account technological innovations and business practices that make provision of telecommunications/ICTs in rural areas a feasible proposition, the Recommendation relates to sound practices in technological choice, institutional mechanisms, skill development, maintenance and alternative sources of energy.
Contributions to the Study Groups

Your contribution to the Questions found in the schedule of meetings for the consideration by either Study Group will be highly appreciated, particularly in view of the fact that these will be the last Study Group meetings before the WTDC-10. You may of course feel free to co-ordinate your proposals with other Administrations and organizations. In accordance with ITU’s policy on reducing the cost and volume of documentation, contributions which are not brief and concise with clear proposed actions, will be considered for information only. 

Contributions for action and/or information should not exceed five (5) pages and must be submitted on the official template found at 
www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_2006-2010/meetings/STG/2009/templates/index.html. 

In accordance with provision 12.1 of Section 2 of Resolution 1, the deadline for the submission of contributions is 30 June 2009 for Study Group 2 and 3 July 2009 for Study Group 1. Documents arriving after the deadline will be distributed in the original language only.

Documentation and languages

This year’s Study Group meetings will be paperless. Delegates are urged to bring their laptops in order to download all meeting documents locally and to access the website for new documents. A USB key, configured to synchronize on demand with the ITU FTP server in Geneva, will allow participants to have at hand any time all published Study Group documents in any of the available languages. A limited number of laptops will also be made available to those delegates who would not have a laptop.

Practical information for participants

Practical information, including meeting room, schedule of meetings, location of the registration desk and more, is available on our website at the following address: 
http://www.itu.int/SG-CP/info/togeneva.html
Accommodation

A list of Geneva hotels offering preferential ITU rates can be found on the website at www.itu.int/travel/. 

Visa procedures

A strict procedure for visas is in force in Switzerland. Participants are urged to read carefully the procedure available at 

www.itu.int/ITU-D/study_groups/SGP_2006-2010/documents/Visa_Information/visa-info.html
Please note that the processing of a request for Schengen visa support takes a minimum of 3 weeks.

We look forward to meeting you in Geneva.

Yours sincerely,
[Original signed]

Sami Al Basheer Al Morshid

Director
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