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Priority area
Other: Strengthening mechanisms for follow-up on implementation of the outcomes of the "Connect Africa" Summit.
Description of the proposal
The "Connect Africa" Summit took place in Kigali, Rwanda, on 29 and 30 October 2007, under the auspices of ITU in liaison with the African Union, the World Bank group, the United Nations Global Alliance for ICT and Development (GAID), the Global Digital Solidarity Fund, the African Development Bank (ADB), and the United Nations Economic Commission. The topics discussed and the primary goal of the summit dovetail perfectly with those addressed by the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), the Doha Declaration and the Millennium Development Goals. 
Many commitments were undertaken at the summit by various partners, including the World Bank group, member operators of GSM associations, the European Commission and ADB. Relevant recommendations were formulated with a view to achieving the summit's objectives. 
Provision is made for an annual evaluation, the first of which took place at the TELECOM Africa 2008 exhibition held in Egypt in May 2008.

ITU was called upon to draw up, in collaboration with the summit partners, a roadmap for implementation of the summit outcomes. 
To this end, Mali recommends that the following measures be taken:
· include in the agendas of WTDC, in particular WTDC-10, the "Connect Africa" project and other corresponding initiatives that will be undertaken in the other ITU regions;
· harmonize the "Connect Africa" project with ITU-D action plans;
· request African countries to include and/or provide for the regional and/or subregional connectivity projects in their development plans;
· invite ITU and subregional organizations to collaborate closely in order to draw up a roadmap for implementation of the summit outcomes;
· ensure, in a coordinated manner with ITU, follow-up of regional and subregional connectivity projects by the organizations concerned such as ECOWAS;
· give priority, within ITU and the Member States concerned, to the implementation of African common infrastructure projects with a high degree of integration;
· establish a complementary mechanism for follow-up of the summit activities, using in particular electronic media and inviting subregional organizations to ensure oversight at their level;
· establish an efficient and flexible system for disseminating information on implementation of the "Connect Africa" summit outcomes.
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