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Priority area
Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief, as well as human capacity building in each of these areas.
Description of the proposal

The international conference on the development of Internet in Africa, “Connect Africa”, which took place in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda, from 29 to 30 October 2007, sought to mobilize the necessary human, financial and technical resources to remedy the inadequacies of information and communication technology (ICT) infrastructures in Africa. The main theme was connecting Africa with broadband ICT infrastructure.

The summit goals were as follows:

1. interconnect all African capitals with ICT broadband infrastructure and strengthen connectivity to the rest of the world by 2012;

2. connect all African villages to broadband services by 2015;

3. implement shared access initiatives such as community telecentres and village phones;

4. adopt key regulatory measures;

5. support the development of ICT skills;

6. adopt a national e-strategy.

In response to these goals/recommendations, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, through its programme of five (5) National Ventures (including one on Infrastructure), has embarked upon a process for development of the ICT sector (infrastructures, legislative and regulatory framework, content and application).
Projects under way include:

· Start of work on rehabilitation of the public operator (Congolese Posts and Telecommunications Office), equipping it with brand new equipment for the establishment of an NGN network using GSM technology. (in progress)
· Subscription to broadband via the submarine cable from Angola, SAT-3. This optical fibre cable is currently being laid by the Chinese company CITCC and could be operational by end October. It should also be noted that Congo-Brazzaville will be connected to the cable via Kinshasa. (in progress, operational by end October)
· Harmonization of the legal framework, including subsequent restructuring of the regulatory body, in order to respond to technological developments (e-commerce, e-transactions, cybercrime, privacy, intellectual property, etc.). (in progress)
· Installation of ICTs in rural areas. (planned for future)
· Installation of community telecentres to facilitate ICT access for the population. (planned)
· Informatization of the state’s public services. (draft law organizing the committee in progress)
· Introduction of value-added applications for telemedicine and for e-learning. (planned for future)
The International Telecommunication Union should:

· evaluate the recommendations of the “Connect Africa” Summit held in Kigali, with a view to enabling states to refocus their objectives (through effective awareness-raising among decision-makers) in order to secure tangible development of their ICT infrastructures; 

· redefine its field presence policy so as to facilitate permanent contact with Member States. 
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Contact point:
Name/Organization/Entity:
Fundi Serge, ICT Adviser, ICT Department, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister in charge of reconstruction, Dem. Rep. of the Congo

Phone number:
+243 81 142 5507

Email:
fundiser@yahoo.fr
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