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Priority area

Fixed, mobile, broadband network development, including broadcast networks and spectrum management, Next-Generation Networks, rural communications and emergency telecommunication and disaster relief. This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Programme proposal

Direct assistance, including project execution
Description of the proposal
Penetration of modern ICT services in rural areas is one of the priority items on ITU agenda. India has ten to twelve operators providing services in different areas but are not having the clear vision of future ICT environment in rural areas and likely usability/viability. There is an urgent need to create a Smart ICT village to demonstrate both technical capabilities and financial viability as well as a one-stop shop with easy access for rural population so that similar models can be identified by many other service providers to increase ICT penetration in rural area.

The Government of India, through the Department of Telecommunications and the Department of IT, is setting up 100,000 high speed internet kiosks in the villages, these kiosks can help in converted in to Smart Villages.
Regional initiatives related to the proposal
There are several intiatives of pilot projects like Gyandoot (Dhar M.P), Lokmitra (Hamirpur, H.P.), MSSRF Information Village Research Programme (Pondicherry), Bhoomi (Karnataka). 

Study Group Questions

	Question 7-2/1
Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services

Question 19-1/1
Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries

Question 20/1
Access to telecommunication services for people with disabilities

Question 21/1
Impact of telecommunication development on the creation of employment

Question 22/1
Securing information and communication networks: best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity

Question 10-2/2
Telecommunications for rural and remote areas

Question 14-2/2
Telecommunications for e-health

Question 17-2/2
Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world

Question 23/2
The unique telecommunications/ICT needs of small island developing states
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Anil Prakash, Secretary General, ITU-APT Foundation of India, India
Phone number:
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