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Priority area

Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory issues, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society), as well as human capacity building for each of these areas.
Summary
The exponential growth of information and communication technologies (ICT) in the Americas region, particularly in the developing countries, is self-evident. This growth, together with constant technology upgrades, generates a large quantity of waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) from ICTs, which needs to be processed responsibly and in a manner that does not harm the environment.

To this end, it is proposed that a new Question be adopted on issues relating to proper treatment of WEEE from ICTs, having regard to the specific characteristics of the developing countries.
Statement of the problem
In the Americas region, ICTs have grown exponentially in recent years, particularly in the developing countries. Between 2002 and 2007, mobile telephone penetration in the Americas region climbed from 19 to 70 handsets per 100 inhabitants. Over the same period, the worldwide market share of mobile telephone subscriptions in developing countries increased by 20 percentage points, from 44 per cent to 64 per cent. 

Internet penetration in the Americas region rose from 28 to 43 users per 100 inhabitants, generating a concomitant jump in the number of Internet access terminals, office PCs, laptops and peripherals (keypads, printers, monitors, etc.). In Colombia, for example, computer and laptop penetration has doubled in the last three years, coverage now attaining 23 per cent of Colombian households. 
The growth in electrical and electronic equipment and associated peripherals, together with constant technology upgrades, has generated a significant growth in WEEE. It is estimated that between 20 and 50 million tons of WEEE are produced annually worldwide, of which around 120 000 tons of WEEE in Latin America
. However, there is little in the way of recycling and responsible final disposal of WEEE, and it is difficult to obtain figures in this regard at the regional level.
Issues for study

It is proposed that the following tasks be undertaken within Study Group 2:
1.
Technical classification of WEEE in the ICT field, in relation to dangerous components and substances. 

2.
Identification and evaluation of the problems facing countries and/or regions for implementation of a comprehensive WEEE handling system.
3.
Experiences of the various developing and developed countries, and of manufacturers and operators, in terms of comprehensive WEEE handling, including aspects such as policy, regulation, economic studies, financing methods, etc.

4.
Study of ways in which information and knowledge transfer, training and human and institutional capacity building can strengthen countries' capabilities for managing the handling of WEEE. Study of effective systems for information exchange to underpin these tasks.

Expected outputs

The expected output would be a report with recommendations and actions to be followed by developing countries for the implementation of a comprehensive WEEE management system. This final report should contain the technical classification of WEEEs, policy recommendations and regulatory proposals, economic studies and financing methods from Member States, Sector Members and/or relevant experts that are advanced in this area. 
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� 	Source: "Manual Técnico para el Manejo de Residuos de Aparatos Eléctricos y Electrónicos" [Technical manual for the handling of waste electrical and electronic equipment], EMPA, 2008, Medellín - Colombia.
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