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Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory issues, including ICT economics (market analyses, cost modeling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society), as well as human capacity building for each of these areas.
Description of the proposal
CONSIDERING:
1
That climate change is a subject of high importance, not only for the next four years but for the 21st century, since what is at stake is the lives of hundreds of thousands of animal and plant species and the very survival of human civilization itself.
2
That, while the task of conserving the planet is shared by all, responsibility for the causes of the enormous damage brought about by climate change (such as, inter alia, drought, flooding, thawing, destruction of crops, disease, desertification and soil deterioration, drying up of rivers, destruction of mountain heights and Andean glaciers) is not evenly shared.

3
That, thanks to their forests and woods which absorb CO2, the majority of South American, Central American and Caribbean countries contribute significantly to the stability of the planet, having an environmental surplus and a very low rate of environmental degradation per capita. The contribution that the Latin American and Caribbean countries make to climate stability may be increased by slowing deforestation, expanding reforestation and leaving oil deposits in the earth.
4
That environmental protection mechanisms do not, however, take into account in the global offsetting system the enormous contribution to climate stability made by forests and woods nor the emissions which are avoided by refraining from exploiting large oil reserves (407 million barrels).

5
That the solution for mitigating and adapting to climate change necessarily entails replacing fossil‑fuel based production with sustainable energy based on ICTs.

6
The proposal put forward in this document was endorsed by more than 20 countries attending the third ITU International Symposium on "ICTs and climate change" held in Quito from 8 to 10 July 2009. 

IT IS PROPOSED:
1
To launch, as a global initiative, the exchange of environmental and ICT surpluses, as part of the offsetting system. In other words, some of the offsetting from developing countries will be made in the form of technology transfer, training of human resources at all levels, allocation of resources for telecommunication services and other appropriate forms.

2
The next step leading on from this proposal is to task ITU with supporting studies to define a methodology for attaching a financial value to the preservation of biodiversity, to slowing deforestation, to fostering reforestation, to adaptation and mitigation of climate change, to establishing of sustainable production systems, for the purpose of determining offsetting in the ICT field in favour of rural and marginal urban areas and public education and health programmes.
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