	ITU-D/TDAG17-22/73-E	Page 3
	[image: C:\Users\ponder\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\BDT-25th_anniversary_2017-Logo_411959-3_transparent.png]
	Telecommunication Development
Advisory Group (TDAG)
22nd Meeting, Geneva, 9-12 May 2017
	[image: C:\Users\ponder\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\BDT-25th_anniversary_2017-Logo_411959-1_transparent.png]

	
	

	
	[bookmark: DocRef1][bookmark: DocNo1]Document TDAG17-22/73-E

	
	[bookmark: CreationDate]5 June 2017 

	
	[bookmark: Original]Original: English

	[bookmark: Source]Chairman, Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)

	[bookmark: Title]FINAL REPORT OF THE 22nd TDAG MEETING


[bookmark: dbreak]Introduction
The 22nd meeting of the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) was held at the ITU headquarters in Geneva, from 9 to 12 May 2017, under the chairmanship of Prof. Dr Vladimir Minkin.
The TDAG Correspondence Group on the Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration, the Correspondence Group on WTDC Resolution 1 (Rev. Dubai, 2014), “Rules of procedure of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector”, the Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC Resolutions and the Inter-Sector Coordination Team on Issues of Mutual Interest met in Geneva on 9 and 10 May 2017 and reported their outcomes to TDAG.
This report summarizes the conclusions of TDAG’s 22nd meeting.
1.	Opening
The Chairman of TDAG, Prof. Vladimir Minkin, opened the group’s 22nd meeting on 9 May 2017 and welcomed participants and elected officials, and introduced his vice-chairmen. With him on the podium were Mr Brahima Sanou, Director of the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT); Dr Chaesub Lee, Director of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB); Mr François Rancy, Director of the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau (BR); and Mr Yushi Torigoe, Deputy to the Director of BDT and Secretary of the meeting.
2.	Address by the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau 
The BDT Director, Mr Sanou, welcomed the participants to this last meeting of TDAG before the forthcoming World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-17).  Mr Sanou stressed the importance of the work of ITU-D for achieving socio-economic development, with actions going beyond the ICT sector and taking into account the ICT ecosystem as a whole.  He expressed his satisfaction with the achievements of the Bureau and initiating an inclusive and collaborative dialogue with a wide range of stakeholders, including policy makers, regulators, private sector and development partners.  Mr Sanou also noted the strengthened cross-sectoral collaboration within ITU and the positive momentum generated. 
The TSB Director, Dr Chaesub Lee, affirmed his commitment to work towards streamlining the operations of BDT and TSB and reinforcing the spirit of collaboration. Dr Lee also informed TDAG regarding the recommendations and guidelines TSB is planning to develop in the current cycle. 
The BR Director, Mr Francois Rancy praised the excellent collaboration between BR and BDT. Mr Rancy further reiterated BR’s readiness to work closely to support the work of BDT and ITU-D study groups. 
3.	Opening remarks by the Chairman of TDAG
The TDAG Chairman, Prof. Minkin, thanked the BDT Director for his insightful remarks.  Dr Minkin welcomed all participants and emphasized the importance of this TDAG meeting, which could greatly facilitate the preparations for WTDC-17. The plenary sessions as well as the Correspondence Group meetings provided opportunities to share views and exchange opinions while building consensus around challenging issues. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Noting the number of important documents listed on the agenda, he commented that these will require delegates’ attention and views in order to provide useful advice to the BDT Director, Mr Brahima Sanou. 
4.	Adoption of the agenda and consideration of the Time Management Plan
Documents 1 and DT/1 (Rev.2) were considered together. 
TDAG approved its agenda and Time Management Plan. 
5.	Outcomes of WTSA-16 related to the work of ITU-D 
Document 5: The document entitled “Report on the results of the WTSA-16 that relate to the work of ITU-D” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. Given the significant number of Resolutions of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) addressing the needs of developing countries in terms of ICT for development, the document provides an overview of WTSA Resolutions relevant to, or with an impact on, the work of ITU-D.  
TDAG raised the issue of the financial implications for ITU as a whole of any decisions taken by the Conferences/Assemblies of one of the Sectors. TDAG advised the BDT Director to raise the issue of the implications at ITU Council-17, including but not limited to, the financial implications of WTSA-16 on the work of ITU-D, and ITU-D study groups in particular. 
TDAG reiterated that each ITU Sector should work within the limits of their terms of reference.
TDAG further advised the BDT Director to engage in preliminary consultation with the other ITU Sectors to avoid overlap in the implementation of activities.
TDAG invited Members to take these aspects into account when preparing their proposals and contributions to WTDC-17.
6.	Report on the implementation of the ITU-D Strategic Plan and Operational Plan 2016 
Documents 4 and 32 were considered together. 
Document 4: The document entitled “Performance Report 2016” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The 2016 Performance Report provides the status of implementation of the objectives, outcomes and outputs defined in the ITU-D Operational Plan. It puts emphasis on the results achieved during the implementation of the objectives, outcomes and outputs of the Sector as well as on the outcome indicators and performance indicators. The full report is available on the ITU-D website. 
Document 32: The document entitled “ITU-D Projects” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. As stipulated by the ITU Constitution, a key function of the ITU-D is to fulfil the purposes of the Union's dual responsibility, as a United Nations specialized agency and as an executing agency, by implementing projects to facilitate and enhance telecommunications development technology. The document presents an overview of the outcomes related to ITU project implementation.
TDAG welcomed the reports and thanked the Secretariat for compiling this information. It advised that in future reports on projects, detailed project information broken down for each region should also be featured as much as possible. TDAG encouraged the Secretariat to continue efforts on resource mobilization with other partners and develop project proposals to this effect.
7.	Reports on ITU-D Study Group activities 
Documents 13, 51 and 14 were considered together. 
Document 13: The document entitled “ITU-D Study Group 1 activities for the sixth study period between WTDC-14 and WTDC-17” was introduced by the Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 1, Ms Roxanne McElvane Webber. The report summarizes the activities carried out by ITU-D Study Group 1 during the sixth study period (2014-17). SG1 concluded its work at the fourth and final meeting held in Geneva from 27 to 31 March 2017, with agreement on the final reports for all eight SG1 study Questions, plus Resolution 9. 
Document 51: The document entitled “Incoming Liaison Statement – Cooperation and coordination between ITU-R and ITU-D on WTDC Resolution 9 (Rev. Dubai, 2014)” was introduced by the Vice-Chairman of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) on behalf of RAG. It brings to the attention of TDAG RAG’s views concerning possible improvements on cooperation and coordination between ITU-R and ITU-D on WTDC Resolution 9 (Rev. Dubai, 2014). The document also proposes amendments to WTDC Resolution 9 (Rev. Dubai, 2014), encouraging the organization of workshops and seminars during the ITU-D study period to present and explain the outputs of ITU-R SG1 instead of preparing an output report. RAG also expresses concern that appropriate consideration of all the ITU-R requested modifications have not been made in the Final Report on Resolution 9 which nevertheless was approved at the March 2017 ITU-D SG1 meeting.
Document 14: The document entitled “Report on ITU-D Study Group 2 activities for the sixth study period between WTDC-14 and WTDC-17” was introduced by the Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2, Dr Ahmad Reza Sharafat. The report summarizes the activities carried out by ITU-D Study Group 2 during the sixth study period (2014-17). SG2 concluded its work at the fourth and final meeting held in Geneva from 3 to 7 April 2017, with agreement on the final reports for all nine SG2 study Questions. 
TDAG welcomed the results achieved by the ITU-D study groups and expressed appreciation to the Chairman of Study Group 1, Ms Roxanne McElvane Webber and the Chairman of Study Group 2, Dr Ahmad Reza Sharafat, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteurs, Vice-Rapporteurs, Co-Rapporteurs, and the Secretariat for the remarkable work undertaken. TDAG asked the Chairmen to take note of the comments made by TDAG members in finalizing their reports to WTDC-17. TDAG supported the constructive initiatives undertaken by the study groups, noted the successful holding of seminars and workshops and providing surveys and encouraged to continue such activities in the coming study period. TDAG requested that the deadline of the global survey on the work of ITU-D study groups be extended until September 2017.
TDAG considered the liaison statement from RAG on Res. 9 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) and prepared the liaison statement to RAG (TDAG/17-22/72). 
8.	ITU-D contribution to the implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action, including the United Nations General Assembly Overall Review and the Sustainable Development Goals 
Document 3: The document entitled “ITU-D contribution to the implementation of the WSIS Outcomes and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. This document provides an update on the contribution of ITU-D to the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It takes into account the outcomes of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) Summit on Sustainable Development (September 2015) and the UNGA Overall Review of the Implementation of the WSIS Outcomes (December 2015) that called for a close alignment between WSIS and SDG processes.
TDAG welcomed the report and advised that it be used by Members in preparation for WTDC-17 on the Strategic Plan, the Action Plan and the Declaration as well as relevant Resolutions.
Document INF/7: The document entitled “WSIS Action Line Roadmaps for C2, C5 and C6 2016” was contributed by the Chairman of the Council Working Group on WSIS (CWG-WSIS). This document contains the updated roadmaps for WSIS Action Lines C2, C5 and C6. CWG-WSIS took note of the document concluding that it should be forwarded to Sector advisory groups for information during their discussions on the contribution of sectors to the implementation of the WSIS Action Lines and SDGs.
9.	ITU-D four-year rolling Operational Plan 2018-2021
Documents 6 and 24 were considered together. 
Document 6: The document entitled “ITU-D draft four-year rolling Operational Plan 2018-2021” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The document presents the outline and key elements of the draft four-year rolling Operational Plan for the Telecommunication Development Sector for the 2018-2021 timeframe.
Document 24: The document entitled “Draft four-year rolling Operational Plan for the General Secretariat for the period 2018-2021” was introduced on behalf of the Secretary-General. It presents the draft four-year rolling Operational Plan for the General Secretariat for the period 2018-2021. 
TDAG noted the documents and drew attention of the Secretariat on the necessity to provide information on the financial implications of the WTSA Resolutions pertaining to the work of 
ITU-D.
10.	Preparations for WTDC-17 
a. Update on the preparations for WTDC-17
Documents 16 and 69 were considered together. 
Document 16: The document entitled “Status on the preparations for World Telecommunication Development Conference 2017 (WTDC-17)” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. It provides the status on the preparations for the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2017 (WTDC-17).
Document 69: The document entitled “Presentation of Argentina as host to WTDC-17” was contributed by the Argentine Republic. This document contains a presentation by Argentina on the preparation for the forthcoming WTDC-17.
TDAG welcomed document 16 and the presentation on document 69 and thanked the Government of Argentina for hosting the forthcoming WTDC in Buenos Aires from 9 to 20 October 2017. With regards to document 16, the meeting supported the proposal of maintaining policy statements while limiting their duration to 3 minutes. One delegation pointed out that the opportunity of policy statements should be extended to all Heads of delegation. TDAG advised the BDT Director to consider this proposal.
b. Report of the Regional Preparatory Meetings Coordination Meeting 
Documents 17 (former DT/2 (Rev.1)), 38, 39, 40, 41, 42 and 43 were considered during the RPM Coordination Meeting which took place on 8 May 2017. 
Document 17: The document entitled “Report of the Chairman of the RPM Coordination Meeting to TDAG” was introduced by the Chairman the RPM Coordination Meeting to TDAG. The document provides the main conclusions of the WTDC-17 Regional Preparatory meeting and addresses all the issues discussed during RPMs, including Regional Initiatives, preliminary draft ITU-D Contribution to the ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2023, preliminary draft ITU-D Action Plan and preliminary draft WTDC-17 Declaration, Rules of procedure of ITU-D (WTDC Resolution 1), streamlining WTDC Resolutions and proposals for new or revised Resolutions.
TDAG welcomed the report and emphasized the importance of organizing RPMs in preparation for WTDC. TDAG advised that RPMs be organized as close as possible to WTDC and the reports of the RPMs should be reported to the last TDAG meeting before WTDC. 
c. Structure of WTDC-17
Document 12: The document entitled “Draft structure of the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2017” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. This document presents the draft structure of the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2017 (WTDC-17). WTDC-17 will be comprised of a meeting of heads of delegation, five committees and one working group of plenary. The proposed draft structure is in compliance with the General Rules of conferences, assemblies and meetings of the Union and Resolution 1 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) - Rules of procedure of ITU-D.
TDAG welcomed the document and advised the BDT Director and WTDC-17 that:
1) 	The number of drafting/ad hoc group meetings should be kept to the minimum. 
2) 	Such meetings should not be held in parallel, to the extent possible, in particular drafting groups should not be organized parallel to the parent Committee.
3) 	The cut-off time for ad hoc meetings should be limited to 2300h local time and no meetings should be held on Sundays. 
4) 	All timetables and notifications regarding all meetings, including ad hoc groups, occurring the next day should be announced on the screens and published online not later than 2100h.
d. ITU-D Contribution to the Draft ITU Strategic Plan
Document 31 (former DT/3): The document entitled “Report by the Chairman of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration” was introduced by the Chairman of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration (CG-SPOPD). It provides a history of the development of the preliminary draft ITU-D contribution to the ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2023, the preliminary draft ITU-D Action Plan for 2018-2021 and the preliminary draft WTDC-17 Declaration by CG-SPOPD, as well as their review by TDAG and the six RPMs for WTDC-17. 
Document 7 (former DT/10 (Rev.1)): The document entitled “Compilation of outcomes of RPMs and contributions to TDAG on the Preliminary draft ITU-D contribution to the draft ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2023” was introduced by the Chairman of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration. It contains a compilation of outcomes agreed by RPMs and contributions submitted by members to TDAG17 on the preliminary draft ITU-D Contribution to the ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2023. Contributions from the Americas region contained in Document TDAG17-22/47 are highlighted in blue; contributions from the Arab region contained in Document TDAG17-22/59 are highlighted in yellow; and contributions from China contained in Document TDAG17-22/48 are highlighted in green.
Documents DT/4, 47, 48 and 59 were considered during the meeting of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration (CG-SPOPD) which took place on 9 May 2017.
Document DT/4 (Rev.1): The document entitled “Preliminary draft ITU-D contribution to the ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2023” was introduced by the Chairman of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration (CG-SPOPD). The document is a revised version of the draft zero ITU-D contribution to the draft Strategic Plan of ITU for the period 2020-2023 that was developed by the TDAG Correspondence Group on the Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration (CG-SPOPD), which was presented to TDAG-15 in April 2015 as a progress report.
Document 47: The document entitled “Multi-country proposal for Strategic Plan” was introduced by the Brazil Administration on behalf of the Administrations of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Mexico, Paraguay, the United States and Uruguay. The document contains consensus text adopted by the 30th meeting of CITEL PCC.I, with amendment proposals to outputs, outcomes and objectives of the Strategic Plan considering on promoting capacity building, innovation and better collaboration among ITU, Member States and other relevant stakeholders.
Document 48: The document entitled “Proposal for modifications on draft ITU-D contributions to ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2023” was introduced by the People’s Republic of China Administration. The document proposes adding two new outcomes and two new outputs to the ITU-D contribution to the Strategic Plan for 2020, one each in objectives 2 and 3, to address solutions to two identified issues. The first relates to more efficiently using cross-border terrestrial fiber-optic cables for international connectivity between multiple countries. The second relates to updating measurement standards and methods in line with ICT advances and convergence.
Document 59: The document entitled “Amendments proposed on the draft ITU-D contribution to the ITU strategic plan for 2020-2023” was introduced by the United Arab Emirates Administration on behalf of the Administrations of Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. The contribution contains proposed amendments to the draft ITU-D contribution to the ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2023. It proposes edits to Outcomes D.2-2 and D.2-3 as well as to the title of Objective 4 and Outcome D.4-4.
e. Draft ITU-D Action Plan
Document 8 (former DT/11 (Rev.1)): The document entitled “Compilation of outcomes of RPMs and contributions to TDAG on the Preliminary draft ITU-D Action Plan For 2018-2021” was introduced by the Chairman of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration. 
Document 18: The document entitled “ITU-D Study Group 1 and 2 Questions for the next study period (2018-2021)” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The document presents an overview of the discussions concerning the current ITU-D Study Group 1 and 2 study Questions. It also shares some food for thought on future study topics and possible approaches to be taken to reach consensus on topics to be studied. 
Document 46: The document entitled “Proposal to optimize indicator working mechanisms” was introduced by the People’s Republic of China Administration. The document proposes to further optimize the ITU-D indicator working mechanism by upgrading the ITU-D statistical Expert Group to an Indicator Study Group and adopting as a working mechanism the method of contribution input, to supplement the present expert group discussion forum.
TDAG agreed that the existing mechanism of the two Expert Groups on Indicators was suited to discuss issues related to indicators and statistics, which also allowed for multistakeholder participation, in particular from National Statistical Offices. TDAG requested the Secretariat to continue providing support to Expert Groups in improvement of the methodology taking into account the fast changing environment within telecommunication/ICT sector and to report on the work of the Expert Groups at every TDAG meeting. 
Document 66: The document entitled “Universal Health Coverage for Developing Countries – 20 years of assistance” was introduced by the Japan Administration. It recognizes the contributions BDT has made over the years towards promoting the introduction of eHealth services in developing countries. It also puts forward a proposal to integrate major results of its work in the area in the form of a manual under the title “eHealth - 20 years of assistance to developing countries”.
Documents DT/5(Rev.1), 50 and 54 were considered during the meeting of the Correspondence Group on the Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration, which took place on 9 May 2017. 
Document DT/5 (Rev.1): The document entitled “Preliminary Draft ITU-D Action Plan for 2018-2021” was introduced by Chairman, TDAG Correspondence Group on Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration. Since being submitted to TDAG-16, the document was submitted as a contribution to all six Regional Preparatory Meetings (RPMs) for the 2017 World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-17). All RPMs welcomed the document, and agreed that more discussion on the Action Plan on a regional basis was required in order to prepare a regional contribution on the Action Plan to TDAG and WTDC-17.
Document 50: The document entitled “Proposal for modifications on ITU-D Action Plan for 2018-2021” was introduced by the People’s Republic of China Administration. The document proposes amendments to the ITU-D Action Plan 2018-2021, emphasizing the lack of effectiveness in using current cross-border fiber-optic cables. Specifically, it proposes modifications to Output 2.1, 3.2 and 4.3.
Document 54: The document entitled “Proposal of a new Resolution on Promoting the establishment of an international terrestrial cable transit convention and supporting development of Trans-multi-country Terrestrial cable networks” was introduced by the People’s Republic of China Administration. It proposes that ITU-D establishes a new resolution and coordinate with ITU-T to call upon the ICT authorities and operators of different countries to jointly promote the establishment of a convention on international terrestrial cable transit as well as support the development of trans- and multi-country terrestrial cable networks.
f. Draft WTDC-17 Declaration
Document 9 (former DT/12 (Rev.1)): The document entitled “Compilation of outcomes by RPMs and contributions to TDAG on the preliminary draft WTDC-17 Declaration” was introduced by the Chairman of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration. It contains a compilation of outcomes agreed by RPMs and contributions submitted by members to TDAG17 on the preliminary draft WTDC-17 Declaration.
Documents DT/6(Rev.1), 45, 49, 52, 60 and 68 were considered during the meeting of the Correspondence Group on the Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration, which took place on 9 May 2017.
Document DT/6 (Rev.1): The document entitled “Preliminary draft WTDC-17 Declaration” was introduced by the Chairman, CG-SPOPD. It contains consolidated regional comments to the preliminary draft WTDC-17 Declaration. The draft was developed by the TDAG Correspondence Group on the Strategic Plan, Operational Plan and Declaration (CG-SPOPD) and presented to TDAG-15 in April 2015.
Document 45: The document entitled “Proposal of contribution by the Republic of Cuba to the TDAG on the preliminary draft Declaration of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-17)” was introduced by the Administration of Cuba. The document proposes, among others, to strengthen international collaboration with a view to eliminating obstacles developing countries are facing in terms of access to infrastructure, new technologies, education and connectivity, in order to make ICTs available to all.  
Document 49: The document entitled “Proposals regarding the preliminary draft WTDC-17 Declaration” was introduced by the Russian Federation Administration. It proposes to add references to Resolutions of the UN General Assembly and clarify certain statements, as well as reflect the specific goals of ITU’s Telecommunication Development Sector, in accordance with the Union’s basic texts.
Document 52: The document entitled “Proposal to modify WTDC-17 Declaration” was introduced by the People’s Republic of China Administration. The document proposes modifications to the draft WTDC-17 Declaration, in particular to add text on the creation of an international convention on the operation of trans-multi-country optical fiber terrestrial cables.
Document 60: The document entitled “Amendments on the preliminary draft WTDC-17 Declaration” was introduced by the Secretariat on behalf of the Administrations of Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. The proposal refers, among others, to the importance of having widespread access to the services and applications of telecommunications/ICT, and to the need of having increased participation of developing countries in ITU activities relevant to bridging the standardization gap.
Document 68: The document entitled “Proposed modifications for ITU-D Declaration” was introduced by the Japan Administration. The contribution proposes modifications to the draft WTDC-17 Declaration to enhance the importance of disaster preparedness, risk reduction and management using telecommunications/ICTs.
Conclusions on 10d, 10e and 10f
TDAG welcomed the results achieved by the CG-SPOPD and expressed appreciation to the Chairman, Dr Fabio Bigi, for the work undertaken. TDAG requested the BDT Director to submit to WTDC-17 the versions of the preliminary draft ITU-D contribution to the ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2023 (RPM/XXX/7), the preliminary draft ITU-D Action Plan for 2018-2021 (RPM/XXX/8) and the preliminary draft WTDC-17 Declaration (RPM/XXX/9) that were submitted to each RPM. Members will be invited to make their proposals to WTDC-17 based on these documents.  
TDAG drew attention to documents TDAG17/7, TDAG17/8 and TDAG17/9, which contain the compilation of outcomes by RPMs and contributions to TDAG17 and invited members to use these documents in their preparation for WTDC-17.
Considering that the regional groups will continue to work on preparation for WTDC-17, the Secretariat was requested to publish a list of meetings for all the regional groups. The regional groups were encouraged to identify a focal point for each document and share their contact details so that the regional organizations could attempt to coordinate amongst themselves in an effort to reach agreement in advance of WTDC-17. Regional organizations were also requested to immediately inform the Secretariat of any changes on place and dates of their meeting so they are published on the BDT website.
g. Working methods and Rules of Procedure of ITU-D (WTDC Resolution 1), including a report by the TDAG Correspondence on Rules of Procedure of ITU-D
Document 10 (Rev.1) (former DT/7 (Rev.1)): The document entitled “Report on the work of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Rules of Procedure of ITU-D (WTDC Resolution 1)”, was introduced by the Chairman of TDAG Correspondence Group on Rules of procedure of ITU-D (CG-Res1). The document reports on the work of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Rules of Procedure of ITU-D (WTDC Resolution 1) (CG-Res1), including the progress made during the meeting of CG-Res1 on 10 May 2017. Building upon the extensive work undertaken during WTDC 14, TDAG CG-Res1 has reviewed the existing text in Resolution 1 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) to give practical interpretation of the working methods and prepare proposals for further consideration. TDAG CG-Res1 has met in conjunction with TDAG in 2015 and 2016 to agree on changes required to the text in Resolution 1 and to identify items requiring further work. Some further modifications have been done by correspondence. The document has also been submitted as a contribution to all six Regional Preparatory Meetings (RPMs). 
Documents DT/7 (Rev.1), 44, 56 and 57 were discussed during the meeting of TDAG Correspondence Group on Rules of Procedure of ITU-D (CG-Res1) which took place on 10 May 2017.
Document DT/7 (Rev.1): The document entitled “Report on the work of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Rules of Procedure of ITU-D (WTDC Resolution 1)” was introduced by the Chairman of CG-Res1. The document contains a consolidated text incorporating all proposals submitted by ITU Members to CG Res1 and RPMs on Rules of procedures of ITU-D. 
Document 44: The document entitled “Rules of procedure of ITU-D (WTDC Resolution 1)”, was introduced by the Russian Federation Administration. The document proposes revisions to the text in WTDC Resolution 1. The revisions proposed support most of the modifications suggested by the CG-Res1, and shares further amendments including certain definitions, a new Section 2 on ITU documentation, and an opposition to focus groups. This document was supported by the Working Group meeting of the RCC International Cooperation Commission (ICC) on 16 February 2017.
Document 56: The document entitled “Proposals for the revision and rearrangement of ITU-D Study Group 1 and 2 study Questions”, was introduced by the Russian Federation Administration. The document proposes measures to improve the efficiency of ITU-D study groups and the Sector as a whole by reviewing the structure of the study groups, reducing the number of study Questions by reviewing and/or rearranging them and considering the role of the SDGs. The document explains how working parties could be implemented in ITU-D study groups providing examples in Tables 2, 3, and 4 of possible time management plans based on the experience of ITU-R and ITU-T work organization. The proposals relate to the structure of ITU-D study groups and allocation of Questions (WTDC Resolution 2) and the working methods (WTDC Resolution 1).
Document 57: The document entitled “Proposed principles of ITU-D work organization”, was introduced by the Japan Administration. The document proposes principles to be applied when organizing the ITU-D work, and provides an example of how these principles can be applied when assessing ITU-D structure, working methods and study Questions. The proposal is based on the principles presented on ITU-T work organization at WTSA-16. 
TDAG welcomed the results achieved by the CG-Res.1 and expressed its appreciation to the CG-Res.1 Chairman, Ms Roxanne McElvane Webber for the work undertaken. TDAG advised members to use the compilation document TDAG17/10 (Rev.1) in the preparation for WTDC.
h. Streamlining WTDC Resolutions
Document 11 (former DT/8 (Rev.2)): The document entitled “Report by the Chairman of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC Resolutions” was introduced by the Chairman of CG-SR. The document is the revised version of Document DT/8 (Rev.2) agreed at the fifth meeting of CG-SR on 10 May.
Documents DT/8 (Rev.2), 70 and 71 were considered by the meeting of TDAG Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC Resolutions (CG-SR) which took place on 10 May 2017.
Document DT/8 (Rev.2): The document entitled “Draft report of the Chairman of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC resolutions (CG-SR)” was introduced by the Chairman of CG-SR. It provides information on the work of CG-SR since its creation and the way forward leading to WTDC-17. Annex 1 to the report contains the draft guiding principles for streamlining WTDC resolutions. Annex 2 contains a consolidated text of regionally agreed proposals for streamlining WTDC resolutions. Annex 3 contains detailed mapping of current WTDC resolutions and recommendations to Plenipotentiary (PP) resolutions, ITU-D objectives and ITU-D outcomes/outputs, with a view to streamlining them in preparation for WTDC-17. It also highlights common issues and themes in WTDC resolutions and recommendations and provides a framework for clustering them according to the draft guiding principles for streamlining WTDC resolutions. Appendix 1 contains a compiled table of all proposals submitted by Members to TDAG CG-SR and the regional preparatory meeting for WTDC-17 (RPMs) on streamlining WTDC resolutions. 
Document 70: The document entitled “Proposal to merge Resolution 17 “Implementation of regionally approved initiatives at the national, regional Inter-regional and global levels” with Resolution 32” was introduced by the representative of Singapore. It contains a proposal for merging WTDC Resolutions 17 and 32 to streamline references to the implementation of regional initiatives at the international and regional levels.
Document 71: The document entitled “Proposal to merge Resolution 37 “Bridging the digital divide” and Resolution 50” was introduced by the representative of Singapore. It contains a proposal for streamlining WTDC Resolutions 37 and 50 due to their common thematic focus on bridging the digital divide. 
TDAG welcomed the results achieved by the CG-SR and expressed appreciation to the Chairman, Dr Ahmad Reza Sharafat for the work undertaken. TDAG noted that the representatives of three regions expressed their wish to work on common proposals for streamlining Resolutions 17 and 32 and Resolutions 37 and 50. TDAG endorsed the guidelines for streamlining WTDC resolutions in annex 1 to TDAG17-22/11 and recommended to use the material in the preparation for WTDC.  
In addition, TDAG CG-SR discussed Documents 34, 53, 55, 61 through 65, and 67 following the instructions by the Chairman of TDAG. The related discussions and conclusions are reflected in Document TDAG17-22/DT/13.
Document 34: The document entitled “Proposal towards the establishment of a joint ITU Coordination Committee for Vocabulary” was introduced by the representative of the Russian Federation. The document invites the ITU Council to establish a single body dealing with issues of vocabulary at ITU, based on the existing bodies in ITU-R and ITU-T. It also invites TDAG and WTDC to consider appointing an ITU-D representatives as Vice-Chairmen to the body in order to coordinate vocabulary issues in ITU-D study groups. 
TDAG welcomed the contribution and supported the proposal in principle.
Document 53: The document entitled “Proposed modifications to Resolution 2”, was introduced by the People’s Republic of China Administration. The document proposes adding to the scope of ITU-D Study Group 1 the following two topics: 1) opportunities and challenges for video services in ICT applications; 2) construction and operation of trans-multi-country optical fiber terrestrial cables. In addition, it suggests that a new ITU-D Study Group on Indicators be established with a view to upgrade the existing Expert Group on Indicators. 
Document 55: The document entitled “Proposal for modifying the section 2 in Question 1/2”, was introduced by the People’s Republic of China Administration. The document highlights the absence of a standard for how to construct a smart city and the importance of experience sharing and exchange between countries and cities when undertaking this process. In this regard, the document proposes text for the revision of the study Question, based on the current Question 1/2 - Creating the smart society: Social and economic development through ICT applications. 
Document 61: The document entitled “Proposed modifications to Question 5/1 - Telecommunications/ICTs for rural and remote areas”, was introduced by the Japan Administration. The document proposes the continuation of Question 5/1 for the next study period and requests that the expected deliverables of the Question include a handbook and case study analysis reports, in addition to a final report. Revised text based on the current Question 5/1 - Telecommunications/ICTs for rural and remote areas, is also provided. 
Document 62: The document entitled “Proposed modifications to Question 2/2 - Information and telecommunications for e-health”, was introduced by the Japan Administration. The document proposes the continuation of Question 2/2 for the next study period and suggests possible activities to be undertaken by Question 2/2 in this context. Revised text based on the current Question 2/2 - Information and telecommunications/ICTs for e-health, is also provided. 
Document 63: The document entitled “Proposal to continue the study of cybersecurity in Question 3/2”, was introduced by the Japan Administration. The document emphasizes the importance of ongoing discussion and work on cybersecurity for the benefit of developing countries. It proposes the continuation of Question 3/2 for the next study period to lead discussions and information sharing on cybersecurity topics/issues among ITU-D members from the public and private sectors. It expresses support for the revised title of Question 3/2 “Best practices for addressing emerging and evolving threats to cybersecurity” as agreed during the April 2017 ITU-D SG2 meeting. 
Document 64: The document entitled “Proposed modifications to Question 4/2 - Assistance to developing countries for implementing conformance and interoperability programmes”, was introduced by the Japan Administration. The document proposes the continuation of Question 4/2 for the next study period and suggests adding to its scope combating counterfeit and combating mobile device theft.
Document 65: The document entitled “Proposed changes for the description of disaster management related study Question”, was introduced by the Japan Administration. The document proposes key topics which should be studied during the next study period, especially in the area of disaster management. Revised text based on the current Question 5/2 - Utilization of telecommunications/ICTs for disaster preparedness, mitigation and response, is also provided. 
Document 67: The document entitled “Proposal of a new Resolution for eHealth (Revision of Res. 41 (Istanbul, 2002))” was introduced by the Japan Administration. The proposal is based on WTDC Resolution 41 (Istanbul, 2002) that was abrogated at WTDC-2006 in Doha. It puts forward considerations for the next generation of eHealth. 
For the review of the documents that had been allocated by TDAG to the CG-SR on study Questions, TDAG supported the report of the meeting of CG-SR and appreciated the proposal to reduce the number of study Questions and efforts to avoid duplications. 
11.	Collaboration with the other Sectors, including a progress report by the Inter-Sector Coordination Team on Issues of Mutual Interest 
Document 21: The document entitled “Progress Report by the Chairman of the Inter-Sector Coordination Team on issues of Mutual Interest”, was introduced by the Chairman of the Inter-Sector Coordination Team on Issues of Mutual Interest (ISCT). The document reports on the work of the Inter-Sector Coordination Team work, including the progress made during the open meeting on 10 May 2017. 
Documents 35, 36, 37 and 58 were considered by the meeting of ISCT which took place on 10 May 2017. 
Document 35: The document entitled “Incoming Liaison Statement to RAG and TDAG on Inter-Sector Coordination Team on Issues of Mutual Interest” was introduced by the TSB. The liaison statement, which deals with matters related to the ISCT, is a reply to a liaison statement that TDAG had sent to the other sector advisory groups in 2016. In the reply liaison statement, TSAG, through its Rapporteur Group on Strengthening Collaboration (WTSA Resolution 81) and its sub-group on Intra-ITU Collaboration and Coordination, expresses its appreciation for the mechanism shared to strengthen cooperation. Joint activities, such as the annual event calendar tool, and jointly organized events and studies support cooperation among the ITU Sectors. TSAG further announced that it had finalized compiling the mapping of work areas of common interest between ITU-D and ITU-T study groups and between ITU-R and ITU-T study groups. Future coordination and cooperation between TSAG, TDAG and RAG on areas of mutual interest are encouraged. 
Document 58: The document entitled “Incoming Liaison Statement - ITU Inter-Sector coordination [to ISCT, TDAG, ITU-D SGs, RAG, ITU-R SGs, ITU-T SGs]” was introduced by the TSB. Through its Rapporteur Group on “Strengthening Collaboration”, it informs about the finalized compilation of the mapping of common interest areas of work between the ITU-D and ITU-T study groups and between the ITU-R and ITU-T study groups. 
The Inter-Sector Coordination Team on Issues of Mutual Interest was invited to provide its feedback to TSAG on the added candidate topics on working methods for ITU inter-Sector-coordination, and any other suggestions that would improve the collaboration and cooperation between ITU Sectors. The feedback of the Inter-Sector Coordination Team is reflected in Annex 1 to document 21.
Document 36: The document entitled “Incoming Liaison Statement - Joint Coordination Activity on Accessibility and Human Factors (JCA-AHF)” was introduced by the ISCT Chairman on behalf of the Joint Coordination Activity on Accessibility and Human Factors (JCA-AHF). It informs about the JCA-AHF meeting held in June 2016. The liaison statement had also been presented to the ITU-D SG1 meeting in September 2016. 
Document 37: The document entitled “Incoming Liaison Statement - Call for voluntary contributions to the ITU Accessibility Fund [to ITU-D SG1, TDAG]” was introduced by the ISCT Chairman on behalf of the Joint Coordination Activity on Accessibility and Human Factors (JCA-AHF). It informs TDAG on the necessity to disseminate the information and encourages any entities to contribute to the ITU Accessibility Fund managed by the ITU General Secretariat.
TDAG noted the report of ISCT with appreciation and thanked the Chairman, Dr Fabio Bigi for the work undertaken. It was proposed that gender aspects be considered for inclusion in the areas of mutual interest, while noting that gender is a cross-cutting issue.
TDAG expressed its appreciation for the mapping tables provided in the appendices of Document 21 which are useful when preparing proposals on ITU-D study Questions. It was also proposed to add reference to ITU-R SG1 Question 1/239 on EMF in Appendix 2.
12.	Report of TDAG to WTDC-17 on matters assigned to it by Resolution 24 (Rev. Dubai, 2014)
Document 15 (former DT/9 (Rev.3)): The document entitled “Draft report by the Chairman of TDAG to WTDC-17” was introduced by the Chairman of TDAG. This report contains a summary of the work carried out by the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) during the period 2014-2017, including the conclusions of TDAG’s 22nd meeting.
TDAG noted the draft report of TDAG activities for 2014-2017 to WTDC-17 and decided to request members to provide comments to this draft by 1 June 2017. The Chairman promised to finalize the report by 15 June 2017. 
13.	Report on the Group on Capacity Building Initiatives (GCBI) 
Document 22: The document entitled “Report of the Chairman of the Group on Capacity Building Initiatives (GCBI) to TDAG” was introduced by the Chairman of the Group on Capacity Building Initiatives (GCBI). The document covers the work undertaken by GCBI since TDAG-16 in providing guidance and support to ITU capacity building activities. 
TDAG welcomed the report and expressed its appreciation for the work of the GCBI and the Chairman, Mr Santiago Reyes-Borda, and encouraged the group to continue its efforts in advising the BDT Director on matters related to strengthening capacities.
14.	Report on other ITU-D activities 
a. Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR) 2016 and 2017 
Document 23: The document entitled “Report on the Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR) 2016 and 2017” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. GSR-17 will be held from 11 to 14 July, 2017 at Nassau, Bahamas, and chaired by the Chairman of the Utilities Regulation and Competition Authority (URCA). The theme of GSR-17,  “Living in a World of Digital Opportunities”, will include various tracks to allow regulators to exchange on ways to create an enabling regulatory environment through collaborative regulation to enhance opportunities and foster trust in the digital world of tomorrow. A thematic pre-event will be held on 11 July 2017, as part of the Global Dialogue on Digital Financial Inclusion focusing this year on the security of digital financial services. The closed “by invitation only” Regional Regulatory Associations Meeting and Private Sector Chief Regulatory Officers Meeting will be held on 12 July 2017 in the morning.
TDAG welcomed the document and thanked the Government of the Bahamas for hosting the forthcoming Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR) 2017.
b. Global ICT Capacity Building Symposium 2016 (CBS-2016) 
Document 26:  The document entitled “Report on the Global ICT Capacity Building Symposium (CBS) 2016” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The document provides a summary of the Global ICT Capacity Building Symposium (CBS), held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 6-8 September 2016. The Symposium was held under the theme “Embracing capacity building opportunities in the digital era” and featured a number of high-level policy debates on how education and training in the field of ICTs will contribute towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
TDAG welcomed the report and, in particular, appreciated the presence of young people in the Symposium and welcomed efforts to ensure their participation in the next Capacity Building Symposium.
c. World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Symposium (WTIS) 2016 and 2017 
Document 27:  The document entitled “Report on the World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Symposium (WTIS) 2016” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The document provides a summary of the 14th WTIS, held in Gaborone, Botswana, Japan, 21-23 November 2016. The meeting featured a number of high-level policy debates on pertinent issues related to ICT policy and monitoring for sustainable development, bringing together users and producers of ICT data. The ITU flagship publication Measuring the Information Society Report 2016 was launched at the Symposium, which includes the latest ICT Development Index (IDI). Delegates endorsed the work of the Expert Group on Telecommunication/ICT Indicators (EGTI) and the Expert Group on ICT Household Indicators (EGH) and agreed on a number of conclusions and recommendations for future work on ICT measurement by the national and international community.
TDAG welcomed the document and thanked the Government of Botswana for hosting WTIS-16 and the Government of Tunisia for the offer to host WTIS-17. TDAG emphasized the importance of ITU statistics which are used by many other stakeholders. It was proposed to continue reviewing the working mechanisms with a view to move the releasing the results of the ICT Development Index (IDI) earlier in the year.
15.	Membership, Partnership and Innovation-related matters 
Documents 28, 29, 30 and 33 were considered together.
Document 28: The document entitled “ITU-D Sector Membership” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The document provides an overview of the evolution of ITU-D Sector Membership and its related objectives, strategies and actions to strengthen the ITU-D Membership in accordance with the outcomes of WTDC-14 and PP-14. The strategic objectives highlighted in the document include outreach and attracting new entities to join as Sector Members, Associates and Academia, as well as enhancing engagement and retention of ITU-D Sector Members, Associates and Academia.
Document 29: The document entitled “ITU-D partnership building and resource mobilization” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The document presents an overview of the work carried out by the BDT on partnership and resource mobilization. It provides an overview of the actions and outcomes that took place during 2016 at regional level to encourage partnership with public and private entities as well as international and regional organization. Actions and outcomes at global level aimed at supporting BDT efforts in partnership and resource mobilization are also shared. Current visibility opportunities at the occasion of BDT-organized events include the ITU-D 25th Anniversary, GSR-17 as well as WTDC-17 side events. Document INF/2 entitled “Partnerships signed during the period of 2013-2016” as an annex to document 29 contains information and the partnership agreements signed during the period 2013-2016.
Document 30: The document entitled “ITU-D Innovation” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The document provides an update on the actions already undertaken or planned for implementation to facilitate the innovation agenda in the ITU-D and its membership.
Document 33: The document entitled “Enhancing the Private Sector engagement in ITU-D” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The document provides an overview of the strategic objectives endorsed by WTDC-14 related to the private sector to encourage the involvement and participation of the private sector in ITU-D initiatives, projects and activities at regional as well as at global level, while attracting new private sector entities to become ITU-D member. It reports on key actions/activities implemented and planned so far with regard to WTDC-14 specific outputs and resolutions related to the private sector.
TDAG welcomed the documents and advised the BDT Director to take into account the comments raised and provide additional information on each region for WTDC-17. A snapshot specifically of the 2014-2017 cycle would also be appreciated.
TDAG asked the Secretariat to take into account the comments received, especially in terms of a detailed analysis on the engagement with academia in the regions. TDAG asked the BDT Director to consider ways to attract SMEs and micro enterprises. With regards to a definition of SMEs, interested parties can work together and submit contributions to WTDC-17, the content of which could be included in relevant resolutions.
TDAG expressed appreciation to the TDAG Vice-Chairman, Mr Dominique Würges, for the work undertaken on private sector issues during two cycles. 
16.	ITU-D 25th Anniversary celebrations
Document 19: The document entitled “Report on ITU-D 25th Anniversary celebrations” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. The report provides information on the 25th Anniversary of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector, as well as on the anniversary celebrations, sponsorship opportunities and promotional activities.
TDAG welcomed the presentation and advised the Secretariat to clarify the issue of participation by high-level officials. TDAG also advised ensuring high visibility on the achievements of ITU-D over the past 25 years through various mechanisms focusing on success stories and meaningful outcomes, in particular in the interest of developing countries as well as on the leading role of ITU-D in the implementation of WSIS outcomes, the Sustainable Development Goals and the Connect 2020 Agenda. Membership was encouraged to contribute to the preparation of the ITU-D 25th anniversary celebration.
17.	Calendar of ITU-D events 
Document 20: The document entitled “Calendar of ITU-D events” was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director. It presents a calendar of ITU-D events planned for the years 2017-2020.
TDAG welcomed the document and endorsed the calendar of events. TDAG encouraged the Secretariat to continue the coordination of events with the other ITU Sectors and other international and regional organizations. 
18.	Any other business
Document INF/1: The document entitled “CPI for TDAG17-22 user guide” was contributed by the Director of BDT and a demonstration was delivered by the BDT Secretariat. It contains the user guide for the Conference Proposals Interface (CPI) for TDAG17-22, which is now available for membership to submit their proposals on the authoritative documents to TDAG.
Document INF/4: The document entitled “Federal fiber optic network - ARSAT” was contributed by the Argentine Republic. It contains a presentation by Argentina on the arrival on the market of the federal fiber optic network ARSAT S.A. which is in a position to determine the wholesale price of bandwidth paid by Internet providers serving end-users.
Document INF/6: The document entitled “Argentina: investment opportunities in the ICT Sector” was contributed by the Argentine Republic. It contains a presentation prepared by the Ministry of Communications of Argentina on the investment opportunities the country offers in the ICT sector.
Document INF/8: The document entitled “Argentina reconverts the Paradigm of the "Enabling Environment for the Development of Telecommunications/ICTs" through the Universal Service” was contributed by the Argentine Republic. It contains a report by the Argentine Government on the national public policy that redefines the paradigm of the “Enabling Environment for the Development of Telecommunications/ICTs” through the Universal Service.
Document INF/9: The document entitled “Roadmap to WTDC-17” was contributed by the Director of BDT. It contains the presentation “Roadmap to WTDC-17” delivered during the TDAG17-22 meeting. 
Document INF/10: The document entitled “Understanding the relationship between the Draft ITU-D Contribution to the ITU Strategic Plan for 2020-2023, the WTDC-17 Action Plan and Declaration” was contributed by the Director of BDT. It contains the presentation “Understanding the relationship between the Draft ITU‐D Contribution to the ITU Strategic Plan for 2020‐2023, the WTDC‐17 Action Plan and Declaration” delivered during the TDAG17‐22 meeting.
Document INF/11: The document entitled “Using CPI for WTDC-17 - Preparing proposals for the Conference” was contributed by the Director of BDT. It contains the presentation “Using CPI for WTDC‐17 ‐ Preparing proposals for the Conference” delivered during the TDAG17‐22 meeting.
19. [bookmark: Proposal]Closing
In his closing statement, Prof. Dr Vladimir Minkin highlighted that it was a great honour for him to serve as TDAG Chairman and thanked all the Vice-Chairmen, especially Chairmen of Study groups Chairmen of Correspondence Groups and Inter-Sector Coordination Team, Ms Roxanne McElvane Webber, Dr Ahmad Reza Sharafat and Dr Fabio Bigi, Rapporteurs, and the delegates, for support and dedication during this period. Appreciations were expressed towards Mr Brahima Sanou, Director of BDT, Mr Houlin Zhao, ITU Secretary-General, Mr Malcolm Johnson, Deputy Secretary General, Mr François Rancy, Director of BR, and Mr Chaesub Lee, Director of TSB. Appreciations were also expressed for assistance by Secretariat, in particular Mr Yushi Torigoe, Deputy to Director BDT, Chiefs of BDT Departments and Regional Directors and Area Representatives, interpreters and captioners.
Several delegates took the floor and thanked Prof. Minkin for his leadership and outstanding work as TDAG Chairman for the last three terms. 
The BDT Director, Mr Brahima Sanou, thanked the TDAG Chairman, the Chairmen of the Correspondence Groups, as well as the Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteurs for their excellent work done. He encouraged all delegates to continue working in the same positive spirit when preparing for WTDC-17 as well as during the Conference. 
In closing, Prof. Minkin wished everyone success in the preparations for WTDC-17.
The meeting was officially closed by the TDAG Chairman at 16h55 on 12 May 2017.

_______________
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