
 
International Telecommunication Union                                                                                          International Telecommunication Union  

 
 

 

 

Program for the Panel session on Early Warning Systems (EWS) 

Scope and background information 

(Tuesday, 8 May 2018, ITU Popov Room) 

Natural or man-made disasters can negatively impact societies, causing disruption of the normal functioning 
of social and economic life. The combination of hazards, vulnerability and inability to reduce the potential 
negative consequences of risk results in disasters. Information and Communications Technologies (ICTs) play 
a pivotal role in disaster prevention, mitigation and management. 

 

The main objective of this panel session is to share experiences and knowledge on early warning systems, 
including safety information systems with ITU-D members. The discussion results may be helpful for 
producing the annual report of Question 5/2. 

 

The scope of this panel session is mainly focused on early warning systems in, but not limited to: 

(1) Disaster prediction and detection 

– Disaster prediction, including the acquisition and processing of data concerning the probability of 
future disaster occurrence, location and duration; and 

– Disaster detection, including the detailed analysis of the topical likelihood and severity of a disaster 
event. 

(2) Emergency alerting 

– Emergency alerting on broadcasting, including alerting messages and evacuation information sent 
from TV and radio; 

– Emergency alerting on mobile phones in the areas to be affected; 

– Emergency alerting on digital signages in the towns to be affected; and, 

– Emergency alerting on social network services. 

(3) Safety confirmation and evacuation guidance 

– Safety confirmation for first responders, including dispatching first responders to hazard areas after 
confirming their safety and availability; 

– Safety confirmation for citizens, including messaging board for confirming their family members 
and/or friends; and, 

– Evacuation guidance, including location of shelters, route information to the nearest shelters and 
amount of emergency goods and foods. 
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PROGRAM 

 
 

 

16:00-16:10 

Opening Session 

Coordinator: Hideo IMANAKA (National Institute of Information and Communications 
Technology (NICT), Japan)  

 Opening remarks: Cosmas ZAVAZAVA (Projects and Knowledge Management 
Department, BDT/ITU)  

  

 

16:10-17:20 

Panel Discussion Session 

Moderator: Joseph BURTON (U.S. Department of State, USA)  

Panelists 

 MHEWS Checklist and CREWS* Initiative: Xu TANG (Weather and Disaster Risk 
Reduction Service Department, World Meteorological Organization (WMO)) 

 Modernization of U.S. Alerting Systems: Imani ELLIS-CHEEK SY (Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), United States) 

 EWS by using satellite: Azar ZARREBINI (Iridium, United States) 

 Multi hazard Early Warning System (EWS): Yulia KOULIKOVA (EMEA Satellite 
Operators Association (ESOA), Belgium) 

 Research on Early Warning: Yoshiaki NAGAYA (Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Communications (MIC), Japan) 

Discussion 

 Theme 1: Technological and standardization advancements and issues 

 Theme 2: Policy and economic issues 

 Theme 3: Lessons Learned and Best practices 

 

 

17:20-17:30 

Closing Session 

 Wrap up: Sanjeev BANZAL (Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)) 

 Closing remarks: Ahmad R. SHARAFAT (Chairman, ITU-D Study Group 2)  

 

*CREWS – Climate Risk and Early Warning Systems 
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