INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION

Radiocommunication Bureau
(Direct Fax N°. +41 22 730 57 85)

Circular letter 14 July 1998
CR/100

To Administrations of Member States of the | TU

Subject: Implementation of Resolution 535 (WRC-97): Tegting of software modules developed for
the gpplication of Article S12 - Seasond Planning of the HF Bands Allocated to the
Broadcasting Service Between 5 900 kHz and 26 100 kHz

To the Director-Generd

Dear Sir,

1 The World Radiocommunication Conference 1997 (WRC-97) adopted a new seasona planning
procedure for High Frequency (HF) broadcasting as set out in Article S12 of the Radio Regulations. The
procedure will enter into force on 1 January 1999. WRC-97 dso adopted Resolution 535, by which it
ingtructed the Director of the Bureau, inter alia, to develop and supply appropriate computer software
modules to adminigrations for the andlyss of the broadcasting schedules. Resolution 535 (WRC-97) dso
urges adminigirations to support the Director of the Bureau in the development and testing of the computer
software. Specifications for the software modules are described in detall in Annex to Resolution 535
(WRC-97).

2 The prdiminary versons of two modules are now available for testing and the Bureau invites your
adminigration’s support in the testing of these software modules, in accordance with "urges
administrations 1" of Resolution 535 (WRC-97). The modules available for testing are:

2.1 Data capture/Data query module: this module permits the capture of al necessary data eements,
contains validation routines that prevent inconsistent data being captured and prepares files of requirements
in suitable eectronic formats for transmitting to the Bureau. The module is developed usng MS Access
7.0, running under Windows NT or Windows 95 environment.
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2.2 Propagation ca culation/Select suitable frequency bands: this module caculates field strengths,
power recelved and circuit and service reliability for arequirement at its relevant test points.
Adminidrations can use the module to select the optimum frequency bands for their requirements. The
moduleis developed using Visua Basic 5, running under Windows NT or Windows 95 environment.

3 The two modules are available for downloading from the ITU's website -
http://web.itu.ch/brsoft/terrestrid/hf- propagation/index.html. Run time versons are available so that it is not
necessary to have an ingdlation of MS Access 7.0 and Visud Basic 5 on users computers for the module
to run. Ingtalation information is also available a the same webste. If accessto Internet is not available,
copies of the software can be provided on diskettes or CD-ROM upon request to the Bureau.

4 The Bureau has consdered carefully the option of developing the software for both 16-bit and
32-hit environments. However, the Bureau believes that the development of the software under Windows
NT/Windows 95 is the only practicable option because the Bureau is congtrained by limited resources and
by the tight deedlines for the completion of the modules. Furthermore, the compatibility andyss of HF
requirements is complex, hence requiring computers running at afast gpeed so that the result can be
obtained in an acceptable time-frame. The provision of acomputer system, running under Windows
NT/Windows 95 operating systems, to the adminigtrations of the least devel oped countries, is foreseen and
these administrations should contact Mr. J. Fonteyne & the Bureau in this respect.

5 The Bureau would appreciate it if your adminigtration could start testing these modules as early as
possible, and inform the Bureau on the results of its tests with respect to these two modules by

30 September 1998 50 as to enable the Bureau to implement any necessary modificationsin atimely
manner, bearing in mind the time-scale for submission of the future schedules in acommon eectronic
format (according to Description 2 of Resolution 535 (WRC-97), the closing date for submission of the
schedules is four months before the commencement of the schedule, which means that the closing date for
Schedule A-1999 is 29 November 1998). This course of action would also enable the Bureau to devel op,
if required, appropriate Rules of Procedure for technical analysis, as stipulated in No. S12.9 of the Radio
Regulations, and to submit them to the Radio Regulations Board, for possible approva at the Board's
mesting in November/December 1998.

The Bureau remains a the disposd of your adminigtration for any further clarifications you may need in
respect of this subject.

Y oursfathfully,

Robert W. Jones
Director,
Radiocommunication Bureau
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