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To Administrations of Member States of the ITU

Subject:
Activities in response to Council Resolution 1185 – establishment of the Planning Project Team

To the Director-General

Dear Madam or Sir, 

1.
I am referring to Council Resolutions 1185 and 1180, as well as to Resolution 117 (COM5/3) from PP-02, which deal with the Regional Radiocommunication Conference (RRC) for planning of the digital terrestrial broadcasting service in Region 1 (parts of Region 1 situated to the west of meridian 170°E and to the north of parallel 40°S) and in the Islamic Republic of Iran, in the bands 174–230 MHz and 470–862 MHz. You are certainly aware of the fact that, in terms of these Resolutions, the RRC will be held in two sessions: 

a)
The first session, RRC-04, will be held in Geneva from 10 to 28 May 2004, and will establish the technical basis for the work of the second session of the RRC, including the necessary bases to facilitate planning exercises prior to the second session of the RRC and the form in which the requirements of administrations should be submitted,

b)
The second session, RRC-05, is expected to be held at the earliest in late 2005 (subject to a further consideration by the Council on the basis of the report from the first session), and will establish new agreement(s) and associated frequency plan(s) for terrestrial digital broadcasting in the frequency bands 174-230 MHz and 470-862 MHz.

2.
The relevant preparatory activities with respect to RRC-04 are underway in various regional telecommunication organizations, as well as within the ITU-R Sector, where all preparations are concentrated in Task Group 6/8. According to the established schedule, this Task Group is expected to complete its studies in September 2003. Its final report will be subsequently submitted to Study Group 6, for approval and further transmittal to the RRC-04.

3.
As per Resolution 1185, RRC-04 is mandated to produce a report to the second session to include: (i) the technical basis for the work of the second session of the RRC, (ii) the necessary bases to facilitate planning exercises prior to the second session of the RRC, and (iii) the form in which the requirements of administrations should be submitted. In addition, RRC-04 is mandated to take a decision upon the final date by which the requirements should be submitted to the ITU by administrations, as well as to make a proposal to Council on the duration of the second session of the RRC.

4.
Resolution 1185, in resolves 4, envisages the establishment of a Planning Project Team, open to administrations, assisted by the Radiocommunication Bureau to undertake the planning exercises prior to the second session of the RRC. In view of the mandate of RRC-04, the usual course of action would consist in establishing such a team after RRC-04. However, given the extremely short period between RRC-04 and RRC-05, the Bureau considers that it may be advantageous if such a team is established prior to the RRC-04, so as to give early consideration of the matter.

5.
Based on previous experience (e.g., preparatory activities for the revision of the BSS plans), the Bureau proposes to establish a team that will be composed of representatives from the Bureau and experts from administrations, broadcasting operators and international organizations. These experts will participate, in their own individual capacity, in the following activities (non-exhaustive list), taking due account of the report developed by TG 6/8:

· Consideration of the available planning software, evaluation of its possibility for use in the context of large-scale planning that is expected at RRC-05, and adaptation of this software for planning purposes, consistent with the decisions that will be taken by RRC-04.

· Consideration of the available software for inter-service and intra-service sharing, evaluation of its possibility for use during RRC-05, and adaptation of this software for use in the inter-sessional period and during RRC-05, consistent with the decisions that will be taken by RRC-04.

· Development of the form in which the requirements of administrations should be submitted and its adaptation to the final format that will be decided by RRC-04.

· Establishment of the databases related to analogue television stations that need to be considered in the planning process, and their publication.

· Consideration of the number of planning exercises between RRC-04 and RRC-05, conducting of some planning exercises between RRC-04 and RRC-05 and dissemination of the results of these planning exercises.

6.
After the end of the first session of the RRC, this Planning Project Team should work in accordance with the report from the first session to the second session, as directed by resolves 2.1 of Resolution 1185.

7.
To create possibilities for efficient work of the Planning Project Team, and in accordance with invites 2 of Resolution 1185, the Bureau expects substantive support from the administrations of the Member States, especially in the development of the planning tools. In this connection, the Bureau invites your administration to inform the Bureau of the available software within your administration that may be suitable for large-scale planning activities, as well as of the modalities for making it available to the BR for use in the context of the preparatory activities for RRC-04/05 and during RRC-05. In addition, the Bureau would very much appreciate it if your administration could consider the option of providing appropriate assistance by seconding to the Bureau experienced engineers/programmers, with thorough knowledge of the subject, who could join the Planning Project Team at no cost to the ITU. 

8.
The Bureau considers that the Planning Project Team should be operational soon after the final meeting of TG6/8 (September 2003). Therefore, and in order to achieve this goal, the Bureau invites your administration to communicate to the Bureau the pertinent information on the currently available software that may be suitable for large scale planning at your earliest convenience and preferably by 15 September 2003. In addition, and if your administration is ready to detach experts for the Planning Project Team, the Bureau would appreciate receiving such proposals as early as possible; these proposals should be complemented with the curriculum vitae of the proposed experts, including the envisaged duration of their detachment to the BR.

9.
The administrations and the concerned constituents of the ITU-R Sector, including the RRB, will be kept regularly informed of the ongoing activities concerning this task. In addition, and in order to provide full transparency on the activities of the Bureau on the implementation of Resolution 1185 and to establish full cooperation with administrations, regional organisations and broadcasting service providers, the Bureau is considering the option of establishing a Planning Consultation Group, in addition to the Planning Project Team. This Planning Consultation Group would monitor the activities of the Planning Project Team and will advise the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau on the activities carried out by the Bureau in relation to RRC-04/05. Such a Planning Consultation Group would consist of representatives from the Member States and Sector Members of the ITU-R and it would have regular meetings (e.g., every 4- 6 months). If this option is adopted, then the Bureau envisages organizing the first meeting of this Group in early 2004.

10.
The Bureau invites comments on the issues developed in this circular letter, including proposals for assistance in the development of planning tools (making available suitable software packages, secondment of experienced engineers/programmers), and remains at the disposal of your administration for any questions you may have in this respect.


Yours faithfully,


Valery Timofeev


Director, Radiocommunication Bureau
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