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The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

bearing in mind


Article 50 of the ITU Constitution, and

considering

a)
that Resolution 71 of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002), Annex 1 states in section 4.3.12 that "To encourage greater participation by Member States, Sector Members, Associates and other organizations in ITU-R activities by, inter alia, concluding formal and informal task-oriented cooperation arrangements so as to facilitate the production of better global radiocommunication standards and recommendations";
b)
that a number of organizations dealing with radiocommunications exist;
c)
that such organizations have the potential for identifying, defining and proposing solutions of particular problems of interest to the Radiocommunication Study Groups and for assuming responsibility for maintaining standards for such systems;

d)
that one objective of the Radiocommunication Study Groups is to harmonize the work in radiocommunications with that of regional bodies and other international bodies;

e)
that making reference in ITU-R Recommendations to organizations dealing with radiocommunications can minimize publication and translation costs to ITU, noting that it may increase the customer's total cost of acquiring such ITU-R Recommendations when the costs of non-ITU referenced documents are also included;

f)
that such organizations may offer a means of improving the dissemination and effectiveness of ITU‑R Recommendations;
g)
that, in the longer term, the establishment of appropriate arrangements in relation to 
copyright issues with standard development organizations (SDOs) is desirable,
noting

a)
that references to standards published outside of the ITU-R are not appropriate in ITU-R Recommendations that may be incorporated-by-reference into the Radio Regulations;

b)
that groups have been formed, at the international level, to exchange information on standardization, to facilitate harmonization of standards and to complement the formal processes of standardization bodies, in particular the ITU, in the work of developing international standards,






resolves

1
that administrations should encourage organizations dealing with radiocommunications to take into account the global activities of the Radiocommunication Study Groups;

2
that ITU-R Recommendations, as determined by the Study Group, may reference approved standards which are maintained by other organizations, e.g. standards development organizations;
3
that Annexes 1 and 2 to this Resolution should be used as guidance for liaison and collaboration activities with other organizations,
instructs the Director

1
to take all the necessary steps in support of requests from Study Groups, Working Parties and Task Groups through the Study Group Chairman, in collaboration with the Secretary-General and within the framework of the ITU's regional activities, to encourage increased involvement by these organizations in the Radiocommunication Study Group activities and to develop Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) as required for collaboration with other organizations on a reciprocal basis, or copyright agreements, as appropriate.

Annex 1

Generic procedures for including references to documents of other
organizations in ITU-R Recommendations


















1
Scope

This Annex provides generic procedures for referencing the documents of other organizations in ITU-R Recommendations. This clause outlines the Scope, clauses 2 and 3 describe the procedures in detail. Appendix I provides the format for documenting a study group, working party or task group decision with respect to making the reference.

2
Generic procedures for including references to documents of other organizations in ITU-R Recommendations

2.1
A member of an ITU-R study group identifies the need to make a specific reference (either normative or non-normative) to a document from another organization (referred to as the "referenced organization") within a specific draft Recommendation. It is preferred that, rather than making reference to an entire document from another organization, reference be made to only the specific section(s) concerned.

Two types of reference are considered in this Recommendation:

i)
Normative reference ( The whole, or parts of a document to which it is necessary to conform in order to claim compliance to the Recommendation containing the reference.
ii)
Non-normative reference ( The whole, or parts of a document where the referenced document has been used as supplementary information in the preparation of the Recommendation or to assist the understanding or use of the Recommendation and to which conformance is not necessary.

NOTE – The term "document" refers to output (such as Standards, Recommendations, Specifications, Implementation Agreements, etc.) of other organizations (such as forums/consortia, standards development organizations, etc.).

The requirements of 2.2 and 2.3 do not apply for non-normative references since such referenced documents are not considered to be an integral part of an ITU-R Recommendation. They are documents that add to the reader's understanding but are not essential to the implementation of or compliance with the Recommendation.

2.2
For normative references, the member submits a contribution to the study group, working party or task group providing information as outlined in 2.2.1 to 2.2.10.

The study group, working party or task group evaluates this information and decides whether to make the reference. The preferred format for documenting the study group, working party or task group decision is given in Appendix I.


2.2.1
A clear description of the document considered for reference (type of document, title, number, version, date, etc.).

2.2.2
Status of approval. Referencing a document that has not yet been approved by the referenced organization can lead to confusion; thus normative referencing is usually limited to approved documents. If absolutely necessary, such a reference can be made where cooperative work requiring cross-references is being approved by the ITU-R and another organization in approximately the same time frame.

2.2.3
Justification for the specific reference, including why it is inappropriate to incorporate the full text in the Recommendation.

2.2.4
Current information, if any, about intellectual property right (IPR) issues (patents, copyrights, trademarks, see Annex 1 of Resolution ITU-R 1).

2.2.5
Other information that might be useful in describing the "Quality" of the document (e.g. length of time it has existed, whether products have been implemented using it, whether conformance requirements are clear, whether the specification is readily and widely available).

2.2.6
The degree of stability or maturity of the document.

2.2.7
Relationship with other existing or emerging documents.

2.2.8
When a document is to be referenced in an ITU-R Recommendation, all explicit references within the referenced document should also be listed.

2.2.9
Qualification of referenced organization (per clause 3). This need only be done the first time a document from the referenced organization is being considered for referencing and only if such qualification information has not been documented already.

2.2.10
A full copy of the existing document. No reformatting is necessary. The objective is to have referenced documents available via the ITU Web at no cost so that the study group, working party or task group may proceed with its evaluation. Accordingly, if a document to be referenced is available in this manner, it is sufficient for the contributing member to provide its exact location on 

the Web. On the other hand, if the document is not available in this manner, a full copy must be provided (in electronic format if permissible by the referenced organization, otherwise in paper format).

2.3
For normative references only, the study group, working party or task group evaluates the above information and comes to its conclusions based on the usual consensus process. The decision of the study group, working party or task group should be documented using the format in Appendix I. This requirement must be completed, at the latest, at the time the Recommendation is considered for the adoption.

The study group, working party or task group report may simply note that the procedures of Annex 1 have been satisfied and provide a pointer to the document where the full details reside.



2.5
If instead of referencing, the study group, working party or task group decides to incorporate the text of another organization into the text of a Recommendation, then permission of that organization must be obtained. At the earliest possible moment, upon the request of the study group, working party or task group, BR should request from the organization a written statement that it agrees to the incorporation of the specific text in ITU-R Recommendations. An applicable prior written statement may be used instead. Should the organization decline to provide such a statement, the incorporation shall not be made.

3
Qualification of referenced organization

To ensure the continued quality of the ITU-R Recommendations, not only is it necessary to evaluate the document being proposed for reference, it is also necessary to consider the referenced organization according to the criteria set out in 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3:

3.1
The criteria used for qualifying organizations, as documented in items 1 to 6 of Appendix 1 of Annex 2, should be used. If the referenced organization has already been qualified according to Annex 2, the evaluation need not be repeated, and only a note of the result is required. 
3.2
In addition, the referenced organization should have a process by which its output documents are published and regularly maintained (i.e. reaffirmed, revised, withdrawn, etc.).

3.3
The referenced organization should also have a document change control process, including a clear, unambiguous document numbering scheme. In particular, a feature to look for is that updated versions of a given document be distinguishable from the earlier versions.

Appendix I

Format for documenting a study group, working party or task group decision

The decision of the study group, working party or task group with respect to making the normative reference should be documented in the meeting record using the following format:

1
Clear description of the document.


(type of document, title, number, version, date, etc.).

2
Status of approval.

3
Justification for the specific reference:


(including why incorporation of the full text in the Recommendation is inappropriate).

4
Current information, if any, about IPR issues:


(including patents, copyrights, trademarks).

5
Other useful information describing the "Quality" of the document:


(e.g. length of time it has existed, whether products have been implemented using it, whether conformance requirements are clear, whether the specification is readily and widely available).

6
The degree of stability or maturity of the document.

7
Relationship with other existing or emerging documents.

8
When a document is referenced in an ITU-R Recommendation, all explicit references within that referenced document should also be listed.

9
Qualification of referenced organization:


(this need only be done the first time that a document from the referenced organization is being considered for referencing and only if such qualification information has not been documented already).

9.1
Objectives.

9.2
Organization: legal status and secretariat.

9.3
Membership.

9.4
Technical subject area.

9.5
IPR Policy.

9.6
Working methods/processes.

9.7
Document publication and maintenance process.

9.8
Document change control process.

10
Other (for any supplementary information).

Annex 2

Cooperation and exchange of information between ITU‑R and
national and regional standards development organizations




orative basis with ISO and IEC.

 a recognized operating agency.





















1
Scope

In order to facilitate the development of cooperative relationships with national and regional standards development organizations, and to encourage cooperation and information exchange, procedures are provided, founded on the basis of reciprocity, for use when structuring the cooperation and information exchange process.

"National and regional standards development organizations", referred to as "standards development organizations" (SDOs) in the text that follows, are those organizations that develop standards recognized and implemented at the national and/or regional level. In this Annex, the term "approved document" refers to an official output of a standards development organization which has been formally approved. The term "draft document" refers to an output, which is still in draft form.

2
Procedures

Study groups are encouraged to make use of documents, both approved and in draft form, provided by standards development organizations as appropriate. Similarly, standards development organizations are encouraged to make use of draft or approved ITU-R Recommendations. This Annex contains procedures for formal cooperation and exchange of information between ITU-R study groups and standards development organizations that 

qualify according to the criteria in Appendix 1. In particular, this Annex addresses the case of an organization accepting texts, in part or in whole, from another organization. The case of normative referencing is addressed in Annex 1.
2.1
Establishment of the process for cooperation and exchange of information

Establishment of a process for cooperation and exchange of information between ITU‑R study groups and standards development organizations should be considered on a case-by-case basis, and should be evaluated with due care and diligence using the set of criteria in Appendix 1. For ITU‑R, the process is established at the study group level; for standards development organizations, the process is established at the appropriate level. To avoid multiple requests to a standards development organization for information pertaining to the criteria in Appendix 1, and to facilitate evaluation by study groups, the Director of BR makes such requests, and subsequently makes an analysis of the responses to verify that the organizations meet the relevant criteria.
2.1.1
Exchange of information initiated by an ITU-R study group

If a study group considers that it is beneficial to establish an exchange of information or documents with a standards development organization, the study group should first consult the -qualified organizations list (see 2.3) in this Annex and obtain an analysis of that standards development organization from the Director. The study group reviews the analysis and decides whether or not to communicate with the standards development organization. If the standards development organization in question is not on the list, the study group chairman asks the Director to request the standards development organization to provide the information and fill in the questionnaire relating to the qualifying criteria set forth in Appendix 1. The Director performs a preliminary analysis of the standards development organization and transmits it to the affected study group(s) which shall review the analysis and make a decision whether or not to communicate. Any areas of concern should be immediately shared with other interested study group chairmen and the Director. If the study group decides to approve, the study group chairman establishes the cooperation document acceptance and exchange processes in accordance with 2.2.

2.1.2
Exchange of information initiated by a national or regional standards development organization

If a standards development organization contacts the Director of BR to establish an exchange of information or documents with ITU‑R, the Director should first determine whether the exchange of information or documents is relevant to:

a)
the ITU‑R Sector (for related policy issues); or

b)
one or more study groups (for topics relating to their work).

In case a), the Director evaluates the standards development organization according to the criteria in Appendix 1. If the Director decides to approve, he establishes the exchange and informs RAG and all ITU‑R study groups.

In case b), the Director performs an analysis and transmits it to the affected study group(s) which shall review the analysis and make a decision whether or not to communicate. If multiple study groups are involved, the decision of each study group should be communicated to the others, to the RAG and to the Director of BR.

2.2
Process for cooperation and exchange of information once the process is established

2.2.1
Documents sent to qualified national and regional standards development organizations according to this Annex
A standards development organization may accept, in whole or in part, the text of a draft or approved ITU-R Recommendation, as all or part of the text of its draft document, with or without modification to the ITU-R text.

When a standards development organization decides to accept ITU-R texts, it notifies BR about the actions taken concerning those texts. The use, acceptance or reproduction of such texts by the standards development organization is subject to the copyright arrangements set out in 2.4.

A proposal to send a text to a qualified standards development organization according to this Annex can arise from work by a rapporteur group, task group, working party or study group. The decision to send such information is made by the study group chairman in consultation with the relevant working party or task group chairman, and, if arising from a study group meeting, with the agreement of the study group. The text is sent to the standards development organization by the BR on behalf of the study group.

2.2.2
Documents received from qualified national and regional standards development organizations according to this Annex
An ITU-R study group may accept from an qualified standards development organization according to this Annex, in whole or in part, the text of a draft document, or an approved document, as all or part of the text of a draft ITU‑R Recommendation, with or without modification to the text.

When an ITU-R study group decides to accept texts from a qualified standards development organization according to this Annex, it notifies the organization about the actions taken concerning those texts. The use, acceptance or reproduction of such texts by the ITU-R study group is subject to the copyright arrangements set out in 2.4.

Documents submitted to the ITU-R study groups by qualified standards development organizations according to this Annex should conform to criterion 8) in Appendix 1.

These documents are not issued as Contributions. As soon as they arrive they are made available with the agreement of the study group chairman for advance consideration by the relevant group. Moreover, they are issued as a document to the relevant group with a reference to the originating standards development organization, i.e. as a temporary document at a study group, working party or task group meeting, or as a document at a rapporteur meeting. In the latter case, the receipt and disposition of the document received should be recorded in the report of the rapporteur meeting.

2.3
Qualified organizations list

The Director of BR is requested to maintain an up-to-date the list of qualified organizations and associated analyses of the national and regional standards development organizations which are under evaluation and/or have been approved for cooperation and exchange of information, including identification of the study groups concerned, and make it available on-line.
2.4
Copyright arrangements

The subject of modifications to texts and arrangements for royalty-free copyright licenses, including the right to sub-license, for texts accepted by either ITU‑R or by the qualified standards development organizations and their publishers and others, is a matter to be agreed upon between ITU and the concerned standards development organization. However, the originating organization retains the copyright for its texts.

2.5
Electronic document exchange

Where possible, the exchange of documents will be in electronic format. Questions of electronic links to enable document exchange is to be agreed upon by the Secretariats of the organizations concerned.

Appendix 1

Qualifying criteria for cooperation and exchange of information process
with national and regional standards development organizations


	National or regional standards
development organization attributes
	Desired characteristics

	1)
Objectives/relationship of work to ITU‑R work
	Objectives should be the development, adoption and implementation of Standards and the provision of input into international standards organizations, especially ITU‑R.

	2)
Organization:


–
legal status;


–
accreditation;


–
secretariat;


–
nominated representative.
	–
should indicate in which country/countries it has legal status;

–
should indicate the accrediting entity;

–
should identify the permanent secretariat;

–
should identify a representative.

	3)
Membership (openness)
	–
national or regional standards development organization membership criteria should not preclude any party with material interest;

–
membership should comprise a significant representation of telecommunications interests.

	4)
Technical subject areas
	Should be relevant to a particular study group(s) or ITU‑R as a whole.


	5)
IPR Policy:


–
patents;


–
software copyright;


–
copyright;


–
trademark.
	–
should be consistent with ITU‑R Patent policy;

–
should be consistent with ITU‑R software copyright policy;

–
as per agreement between ITU‑R and the other organization.


	6)
Working methods/processes
	–
should be well-documented;

–
should be open and fair;

–
should support competition;

–
should explicitly consider anti-trust issues.

	7)
Outputs
	–
outputs available to ITU‑R should be identified;

–
process for ITU‑R to obtain outputs should be identified.

	8)
Documents submitted to ITU‑R
	–
should indicate source within the national or regional standards development organization (e.g. committee, subcommittee, etc.);

–
should indicate degree of stability of the document (e.g. preliminary, mature, stable, proposed date of adoption, etc.);

–
should indicate status of document (i.e. working document, draft, interim or approved standard).



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


_____________







*	This Resolution should be brought to the attention of the Telecommunication Standardization Sector and the Telecommunication Development Sector.
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