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Annex: 1

annex
IMO's position on WRC-03 agenda items concerning 
matters related to maritime services

Agenda item 1.3

1.3
to consider identification of globally/regionally harmonized bands, to the extent practicable, for the implementation of future advanced solutions to meet the needs of public protection agencies, including those dealing with emergency situations and disaster relief, and to make regulatory provisions, as necessary, taking into account Resolution 645 (WRC‑2000)
Background

Harmonized worldwide frequencies have been identified in Article 5 and Appendices 13 and 15 for use in emergencies and in search and rescue situations. These cover communications with rescue coordination centres and between ships, aircraft and other mobile units. Detailed operational procedures for these emergency and search and rescue situations have been established in IMO and ICAO.

It may be advantageous to identify certain frequencies or frequency bands for use by public protection agencies in support for major emergency situations and disaster relief. However, the conditions of use have yet to be established. Collaboration with aeronautical/maritime rescue authorities is essential to ensure compatibility with any frequencies that may be identified in the context of this requirement.

IMO's position

IMO's position is to assist in the identification of frequencies and bands for use in the situations envisaged, provided that the use is in accordance with the provisions of the Radio Regulations, and does not cause interference to operational maritime or aeronautical distress and safety radio services. In particular, the current International IMO/ICAO Search And Rescue (IAMSAR) procedures should not be affected.

Agenda item 1.8

1.8
to consider issues related to unwanted emissions:

Agenda item 1.8.1

1.8.1
consideration of the results of studies regarding the boundary between spurious and out‑of-band emissions, with a view to including the boundary in Appendix 3
Background

This agenda item continues actions remaining from consideration of Appendix 3 at WRC‑2000 on the boundary between the out-of-band (OoB) emissions and the spurious emissions limits. ITU has adopted general limits for OoB and spurious emissions from radar systems in Recommendations ITU-R SM.1541, Annex 8 on "Unwanted emissions in the out-of-band domain" and ITU-R SM.329 on "Spurious emissions".

In addition, Recommendation ITU-R SM.329 contains four categories of spurious emission limits. Category A is included in Appendix 3 of the Radio Regulations. Category B, specific to the European region, is included in CEPT Recommendation 74-01.

Category A limits apply to all radar types and Category B limits apply to radar systems in the radiodetermination service (fixed radiodetermination stations - wind-profiler, multi-frequency and active array radars - are excluded).

Recommendation ITU-R SM.1541 also specifies a "design aim" which, as it is proposed, could replace the currently agreed OoB limits after the current ITU studies are completed in about 2006. In general, the direction of the changes under study is towards more stringent limits for spurious and out-of-band emissions. This is mainly required so that various satellite and space science services are not compromised - it being impossible to correct interference generated by satellites once launched. The changes agreed in ITU-R may however have other consequences, including the invalidation of several classes of radar systems currently used at sea or on land for maritime purposes. These systems have been used for several decades without adverse effects on other radiocommunication services. Any changes of that nature are only acceptable to the maritime community if phased in over a reasonable period of time.

IMO's position

IMO supports the rationalization of definitions and limits for spurious and out-of-band emissions, but recommends that any changes that could prematurely invalidate the present generation of radars used for maritime purposes should be phased in over a reasonable timescale, which should be at least ten years.

Agenda item 1.9

1.9
to consider Appendix 13 and Resolution 331 (Rev.WRC-97) with a view to their deletion and, if appropriate, to consider related changes to Chapter SVII and other provisions of the Radio Regulations, as necessary, taking into account the continued transition to and introduction of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS)

Background

During the transition period to full implementation of the GMDSS, the Radio Regulations have maintained dual provisions; Chapter SVII for operations within the GMDSS and Appendix 13 for non-GMDSS operations. However, maintaining support for both old and new distress and safety systems for an extended period of time is costly and inconvenient for search and rescue authorities and also complicates shipboard procedures.

Additionally, in order to ensure the safety of ships at sea, the International Telecommunication Union over the years has adopted numerous regulations and operational procedures for operators of shipborne radiocommunication stations. These requirements have not lessened with the advent of the GMDSS. Appendix 16 of the Radio Regulations, for example, requires GMDSS-equipped ships to carry four large publications: the Alphabetical List of Call Signs, a List of Coast Stations and Coast Earth Stations, the List of Ship Stations and the Manual for Use by the Maritime Mobile and Maritime Mobile-Satellite Services. Just one small portion of the last publication, entitled "Operational Procedures for the use of Digital Selective Calling (DSC) Equipment in the Maritime Service", contains 64 pages of instructions on operational DSC procedures.

Given that the post of Radio Officer has disappeared on board most ships following the introduction of the GMDSS, the remaining shipboard personnel can no longer be expected to remain proficient in all of these regulations, or even to use these publications to the extent originally intended when these regulations were first developed. These regulations cannot be dropped entirely, but they and the associated publications can be simplified significantly.

When the GMDSS was first developed, computer software was in its infancy, and neither IMO nor ITU equipment performance technical standards included software requirements. As a consequence, many operational details, such as those contained in the DSC operational procedures described above, were applied to operators of equipment rather than to designers of software for that equipment, with the result that operational incongruities abound. One obvious example, which leads to uncertain operating practice, is the requirement that broadcast safety messages must always be preceded by a digital selective calling announcement.

A deficiency of a more general nature in the regulatory framework is that Regulation IV/4.8 of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended, requires that every ship, while at sea, be capable of transmitting and receiving general radiocommunications to and from shore-based radio systems or networks. General radiocommunications support substantial safety and safety-related communications necessary for the safe operation of shipping, yet general radiocommunications receive no special protection under the Radio Regulations (see No. 5.353A).

IMO's position

1
Amendments to Chapter SVII, Resolution 331 (Rev.WRC-97) and other provisions of the Radio Regulations are needed to refine the operational provisions in respect of MF/HF/VHF distress and safety procedures, and to promote the wider implementation of the GMDSS.

2
A large number of non-SOLAS vessels have not yet been fitted for the GMDSS and these vessels should not be left without regulatory control to meet their distress and safety communication requirements. Complete deletion of the provisions contained in Appendix 13 is therefore premature at this time. Appropriate provisions for use of 2 182 kHz and VHF channel 16 for distress, urgency and safety calling by voice should be maintained in force pending a definitive conclusion on the most suitable communication techniques for such vessels. Nevertheless, the rules and procedures for 500 kHz operation can be suppressed.

3
ITU should, as a matter of urgency, undertake a significant reduction and simplification of operational procedures and regulations required of shipboard personnel. ITU should additionally conduct studies to review, modify and reduce the scope and content of regulations and publications required to be carried on ships. To help accomplish this, ITU should consider applying future regulations to the design and operation of shipboard radiocommunication equipment, rather than to persons onboard ship. As an example, Article 33, part 33.31, § 15 of the Radio Regulations, should be modified in such a way that the announcement of scheduled marine safety broadcasts by using DSC will no longer be a mandatory requirement.

Agenda item 1.10

1.10
to consider the results of studies, and take necessary actions, relating to:

Agenda item 1.10.1

1.10.1
exhaustion of the maritime mobile service identity numbering resource (Resolution 344 (WRC‑97))

Background

Maritime Mobile Service Identities (MMSIs) are required for many shipborne communication equipments (e.g. DSC, ship earth stations). The MMSI is a nine-digit figure that provides a unique identification for ship stations, group ship stations, coast stations and group coast stations. Three of the nine MMSI digits are the Maritime Identification Digits (MIDs). MIDs represent the territory or geographical area of administrations and are assigned by ITU.

In anticipation that many ships would want access to the public switched telecommunication network via automatic radiocommunication systems, a six-digit ship station identity was also established as part of the maritime mobile service identity concept, using just the first six digits of the ship station MMSI. The intention was that the ship station identity would be incorporated into a diallable telephone number. This scheme would also create a direct and obvious link between ship station identities and international telecommunication numbers, which could be used to facilitate the control of distress communications.

The restriction to just six digits resulted from various routing, switching or billing limitations within national networks and number space limitations in the early maritime mobile‑satellite systems. Although some of these difficulties have since been resolved, the present situation remains that all ships, expected to require access to the public switched telecommunication network, have to be issued with MMSIs with three trailing zeroes in order to avoid ambiguities between the numbering systems involved. The first three digits are of course taken up with the MID. In the event, only the satellite systems have been able to resolve the various billing, routing, charging and signalling aspects in a manner compatible with the networks serving the rest of the communication environment. It has not proved feasible to establish single-stage connection procedures to ships over terrestrial radio paths that can satisfy all these aspects.

Therefore, for each MID assigned, only 999 numbers are available for use by ships with the present generation of maritime mobile-satellite networks operated by Inmarsat (Standard-B, C and M). As the number of ships carrying such systems increases, so there is more demand for MMSIs with three trailing zeros. Additional MIDs are now assigned by ITU to administrations when they have used 80% of the MMSIs with three trailing zeros. The ITU, following established procedures, will not provide additional MIDs until administrations provide the ITU with evidence that 80% of their allotted MMSIs with three trailing zeros have been assigned.

Although the resource of MIDs is limited, it is anticipated to be sufficient to meet the needs of the maritime community for the foreseeable future using the present generation of maritime mobile‑satellite networks. Nevertheless, the ITU criteria and procedures for managing the MID and MMSI numbering resources can be improved by:

1)
modifying Recommendation ITU-R M.585-2 so as to remove restrictions on the MID number space that are no longer valid;

2)
rationalizing the criteria for assigning additional MIDs; and

3)
modifying Resolution 344 (WRC-97) so as to instruct ITU-R to develop a Recommendation on the management of the MID and MMSI resources entirely as an ITU-R responsibility, including concepts such as reuse of suppressed MMSIs.

The three trailing zero constraint will eventually become redundant for new ships as the present generation of ship earth stations (Inmarsat-B, C and M) reach the end of their useful life. For the purposes of international public correspondence telecommunication, the ship station identity is now only relevant for those existing systems that have the ship station identity embedded in the numbering scheme.

In the future, many new systems are expected to participate in the GMDSS. However, mobile‑satellite systems are now designed to offer service to a number of different sectors, not just the maritime sector, and as such cannot support embedding the ship station identity in the international telecommunication number of the ship. The IMO has confirmed in COMSAR/Circ. 26 that it is no longer valid to require that the MMSI be used in these systems as part of the diallable telephone number as long as the ship can be efficiently identified by accessing a database accessible 24 hours per day by appropriate authorities. All nine digits of the MMSI will then be available for use by all classes of shipping.

IMO's position

The use and management of the MID and MMSI numbering resources is governed by various ITU‑R and ITU-T Recommendations and Article 19 of the Radio Regulations. ITU should review and rationalize these provisions in accordance with COMSAR/Circ. 26, thus ensuring that the MID and MMSI numbering resources will remain adequate and be available for all classes of shipping, particularly recreational and other small vessels that remain within a nation's territorial waters.

Agenda item 1.10.2

1.10.2
shore-to-ship distress communication priorities (Resolution 348 (WRC‑97))

Background

A shore-based search and rescue authority has no means to interrupt or pre-empt the satellite communications in use by a vessel in a distress or safety situation. This communication inability may increase the probability of loss of life and property.

IMO's position

The Conference should invite ITU-R and ITU-T, as appropriate, by means of an updated Resolution, to develop technical recommendations that describe the means whereby a shore‑based search and rescue authority may interrupt a vessel's satellite communications during a distress situation. This Resolution should be maintained until the problem is resolved.

Agenda item 1.14

1.14
to consider measures to address harmful interference in the bands allocated to the maritime mobile and aeronautical mobile (R) services, taking into account Resolutions 207 (Rev.WRC‑2000) and 350 (WRC-2000), and to review the frequency and channel arrangements in the maritime MF and HF bands concerning the use of new digital technology, also taking into account Resolution 347 (WRC-97)
Background

Administrations have reported interference on the HF calling, distress and safety frequencies used by the aeronautical and maritime mobile services. In a continuing effort to reduce interference to HF distress and safety frequencies used in the GMDSS, WRC-2000 determined that after 31 December 2003, general calling should not be permitted on channels used for distress and safety traffic. The Radio Regulations now permit routine voice calling on the two GMDSS duplex distress and safety traffic channels in the 12 and 16 MHz bands. WRC‑2000 actions removed the calling function on these two channels. These changes are scheduled to take effect on 31 December 2003. This has caused some difficulty and financial and personnel impact to at least one maritime SAR authority that maintains listening watch in these bands, and receives occasional routine radiotelephone calls in addition to distress and safety calls. To avoid this problem, they have had to receive distress and safety calls on a working channel not designated for distress and safety purposes. This has caused some confusion to mariners wishing to send distress and safety calls.

A second related issue involves a need for more effective methods for ships and coast stations to call ships using DSC for routine communications. The Radio Regulations make it very difficult for ships and coast stations to make routine calls to other ships using DSC if all watchkeeping procedures are to be maintained with the available equipment. Alternatives for this type of communication do not exist. Channels are available for ships making routine calls to coast stations, and these channels should continue to be used. But ships do not guard these routine calling channels, and will not therefore be in a position to respond to routine calls from coast stations. 

Simplex HF DSC channels allowing routine calls from other ships do not exist, and experience has shown that the number of such calls would be small, and should not interfere with the distress and safety uses of this channel.

IMO's position

1
ITU-R should continue its interference-monitoring programme in these bands. Additionally, ITU‑R should work with administrations whose stations are responsible for causing this interference to take necessary action to quickly eliminate it.

2
Safety-related routine voice calling on the 12 MHz and 16 MHz distress and safety radiotelephone channels should be allowed to and from those shore stations having search and rescue responsibilities, subject to safeguards being taken to not cause interference to distress and safety traffic.

3
IMO published COMSAR/Circ. 17 on "Recommendation on the use of GMDSS equipment for non-safety communications", which states "that GMDSS equipment should be utilized for routine communications or testing in order to ensure equipment availability and operator competency and also reduce the false alerts which are often transmitted inadvertently by inexperienced operators". Accordingly, operators of DSC equipment should also be able to easily make routine calls, as well as distress, urgency and safety calls, to other ships as well as to and from stations on shore.

Agenda item 1.15

1.15
to review the results of studies concerning the radionavigation-satellite service in accordance with Resolutions 604 (WRC-2000), 605 (WRC‑2000) and 606 (WRC-2000)
Background

Resolutions 605 and 606 invite ITU-R and ICAO to conduct appropriate technical and regulatory studies in the bands used by GNSS in order to ensure that it does not cause harmful interference to radionavigation and radiolocation services. Another factor is that increasing use of radionavigation and radiolocation services near the operating frequencies used by GNSS could constrain the operation and development of GNSS.

IMO's position

Ships have become increasingly dependent on GNSSs for safe navigation in inland waterways, harbours and any areas where shipping is congested. Additionally, GNSS availability is essential in congested waters and in hazardous passing situations and is, moreover, now treated as an integral part of ship automatic identification and tracking systems. No constraints should therefore be placed on GNSS that will in any way lessen or degrade its availability for maritime navigation in any navigable waterways.

Agenda item 1.17

1.17
to consider upgrading the allocation to the radiolocation service in the frequency range 2 900‑3 100 MHz to primary

Background

Maritime radars have operated as a safety service in the band 2 900 to 3 100 MHz for over five decades, for the purposes of navigation and collision avoidance.

During that period aeronautical and radiolocation radars have also operated in the same band. The use for radiolocation has been designated as a secondary allocation and therefore should not cause harmful interference to the primary allocation of the maritime community. There have been no continuing instances of harmful interference to maritime radars that have been identified as being caused by radiolocation radars.

Mutual compatibility between maritime radionavigation radars and radiolocation radars is fostered by differences in some of their technical characteristics including the transmission waveforms and the associated rejection of undesired pulses by receiver filtering and signal processing. In addition, this mutual compatibility is further enhanced by the scanning of their antenna beams, so that, in percentage of time, undesired energy is seldom received, either by main beam or side-lobe coupling.

The studies and measurements that have been presented in ITU-R provide a solid basis for understanding why high-powered shipborne and land-based radiolocation radars have operated in this band in many parts of the world for decades without inflicting any significant troublesome interference to maritime radionavigation radars.

The advantages to the maritime community of this upgrading are:

a)
provision of an increased deterrent to non-radiodetermination services to sharing within this band; and

b)
enhanced protection of the safety service by prolonging the life of this band as an exclusive radiodetermination band.

IMO's position

IMO supports the upgrade of the radiolocation service to co-primary status in the band 2 900‑3 100 MHz. Additional provisions may be required in the Radio Regulations to ensure that radiolocation radars cannot compromise the operation of maritime radionavigation radars. Studies within ITU-R should continue.

Agenda item 1.26

1.26
to consider the provisions under which earth stations located on board vessels could operate in fixed-satellite service networks, taking into account the ITU‑R studies in response to Resolution 82 (WRC-2000)
Background

This agenda item seeks to permit the use of earth stations located on board vessels operating in fixed-satellite service networks and follows on from an initial consideration of this concept at WRC-2000.

The advantage for the maritime community is that it is possible to gain access to relatively low‑cost broadband communication facilities using existing frequencies and space segments in the fixed‑satellite service. Ship owners could benefit from the resulting possibilities for wideband communications which, moreover, can be operated with considerable cost savings over the current maritime mobile-satellite systems. The main uses are telephone links for passengers on cruise liners and ferries. There are also a number of applications for ships that need to transfer large amounts of data to shore. The offshore oil industry is a prime example, especially as regards survey ship operations where real-time analysis ashore of data collected onboard ship becomes possible without the cost of the satellite link being a major limitation.

The regulatory and technical provisions that would enable earth stations located on board vessels operating in fixed-satellite service networks in the bands 3 700‑4 200 MHz (space-to-Earth) and 5 925‑6 425 MHz (Earth-to-space) were considered at WRC-2000 under agenda item 1.8. These discussions were very contentious and it was agreed that further technical, legal and regulatory studies were required before such operation could be recognized in the Radio Regulations. In line with this, WRC-2000 adopted Resolution 82 (WRC-2000), which requests the ITU-R to study, as a complement to the 4 and 6 GHz bands, the use of other fixed-satellite service allocations in the 11/14 GHz bands.

At WRC-2000, only the bands 3 700‑4 200 MHz (space-to-Earth) and 5 925‑6 425 MHz (Earth‑to‑space) came under consideration. These bands are allocated to the fixed-satellite service rather than the maritime mobile-satellite service. Since WRC-2000, several other bands allocated to the fixed-satellite service have been studied.

The use of earth stations operating in fixed-satellite service networks on board ships gives rise to a number of operational and legal issues that must be addressed because of the potential for interference to other services allocated to some of the bands under consideration.

Studies in response to Resolution 82 show that interference-free operation can only be guaranteed beyond a certain minimum distance from the coast. This effectively means that an "offshore" distance will have to be defined within which the earth station operator has to seek the permission of all potentially affected coastal states. The extent of the offshore distance depends on the frequency bands involved, the network characteristics and whether the ships in question are in motion or stationary. Typically the offshore distance decreases for higher frequency bands.

In October 2001 ITU-R Working Party 4-9S developed a preliminary draft new Recommendation addressing the offshore distance in the 6 GHz and 14 GHz bands. For ships in motion, offshore distances of 300 km and 125 km are currently suggested for the 6 GHz and 14 GHz bands respectively. The preliminary draft new Recommendation on this and other aspects of the agenda item will be further considered by Working Party 4-9S.

Among the additional areas under consideration are operation within the "offshore" distance and coordination methods to determine zones within which interference needs to be evaluated. Furthermore, Working Party 4-9S is also considering the suitability of the band 6 425‑6 725 MHz (extended C-band) for this purpose. Because this band is also used for passive microwave sensor measurements over the ocean a number of interference issues remain to be resolved.

IMO's position

IMO supports the orderly introduction of suitable bands for broadband maritime mobile communications in accordance with the regulatory and technical provisions needed to ensure compatibility with any other services that may be affected.

Agenda item 2

2
to examine the revised ITU-R Recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations communicated by the Radiocommunication Assembly, in accordance with Resolution 28 (Rev.WRC-2000), and to decide whether or not to update the corresponding references in the Radio Regulations, in accordance with principles contained in the Annex to Resolution 27 (Rev.WRC-2000)
Background

The concept of incorporation by reference is also employed by IMO. The concept of incorporation by reference has been the cause of considerable discussion within ITU during WARC‑92, WRC‑95, WRC‑97 and WRC‑2000. Between WARC‑92 and WRC‑95 the Voluntary Group of Experts 

charged with simplifying the Radio Regulations recommended the explicit use of the concept in order to satisfy the twin aims of simplifying the Radio Regulations and reducing their volume by replacing many provisions of a technical or operational nature by references to ITU‑R Recommendations, i.e. either existing Recommendations or Recommendations constructed for the purpose. Implicit in the concept was that the referenced texts would have the same mandatory character, as would equivalent treaty text in the Radio Regulations. Many inconsistencies and difficulties were however encountered in the application of the concept at WRC-95 and more so at WRC-97. WRC-2000 therefore decided that the definition and use of incorporation by reference needed further consideration. The result was that Resolutions 27 and 28 were comprehensively revised at WRC-2000, both in terms of the use of incorporation by reference and the procedures used for updating references.

The revised Resolutions clarify the meaning of incorporation by reference which, for ITU purposes, is now restricted only to references to text intended to have mandatory effect. The rules for identifying text suitable for incorporation by reference, the method of reference and related WRC procedures for treating instances of incorporation by reference have also been set out clearly. Another important clarification is that new instances of incorporation by reference will only be allowed if forming part of the action required under a substantive WRC agenda item. The procedures to be employed during WRCs now demand that the actual texts proposed for incorporation be available as conference documents, although limited to one per delegation in order to minimize the workload on the reprographic service. Also, a conference document summarizing new or updated instances of incorporation by reference has to be developed during the conference in order to ensure that Vol. 4 of the Radio Regulations, which contains the complete texts of all referenced material, is both up-to-date and complete.

Future action on this standing agenda item will be limited to approving new instances of incorporation by reference associated with the substantive agenda items and the "housekeeping tasks" of updating references to revised ITU-R Recommendations. The Bureau will carry prime responsibility for advising on the necessary housekeeping tasks. The role of administrations will therefore be limited to determining whether proposals for new instances of incorporation by reference are preferable to other solutions, such as including vital text directly within the Radio Regulations, and monitoring for any mistakes or inconsistencies regarding updated references.

Because of the number of ITU‑R Recommendations dealing with the design and operation in the maritime mobile and maritime mobile-satellite service the task of ensuring that references are kept up to date is of direct interest to IMO. Incorporation by reference is quite well-suited to material of an operational nature or to stable technical material. Some new examples of incorporation by reference are now appearing in the draft CPM texts relating to the maritime service, notably in respect of agenda item 1.9.

However, because of the added complexity introduced by WRC-2000 for dealing with material incorporated by reference, it may be advisable to pursue solutions where possible. The situation regarding the revision of references to updated material previously incorporated by reference is also no longer predictable. The problem is that of deciding if the conference is competent to revise a particular reference, especially if the topic is not related to any item on the agenda. There has been increasing reluctance at recent WRCs to make changes under the standard "housekeeping" agenda items of WRCs on issues that are not related to the substantive parts of the agenda listed in item 1. 

To be certain of establishing competency, a related agenda item would have to be available, in which case the basic text of the Radio Regulations could have been referenced instead.

Careful consideration therefore needs to be given to the use of the incorporation by reference procedure in respect of procedures or regulations affecting maritime communication services in order to ensure that the matter in question is indeed of a mandatory nature and that no simpler 

methods are available to achieve the same objective. Where references are non-mandatory, it is not necessary to establish specific conditions in applying the texts quoted. In such cases, reference should be made using the terminology "the most recent version" of a Recommendation.

IMO's position

Incorporation by reference is of importance to IMO because of the close relationship between many of the ITU-R Recommendations related to GMDSS equipment and its operation, to IMO performance standards.

IMO requests early indication of any changes proposed by ITU to the mechanism of incorporation by reference and to the list of incorporated Recommendations.
IMO requests that the removal of references to ITU‑R Recommendations on pre-GMDSS procedures and review of references to the ITU‑R Recommendations related to the GMDSS should be undertaken at WRC-03 and continued, if necessary, at the following conference.

Agenda item 7.2

7.2
to recommend to the Council items for inclusion in the agenda for the next WRC, and to give its views on the preliminary agenda for the subsequent conference and on possible agenda items for future conferences, taking into account Resolution 801 (WRC‑2000)
Background
The preliminary agenda for the following WRC, expected to be held in the 2005/06 time-frame already includes item 2.2 which is intended "to review the operational procedures of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS), taking into account the experience since its introduction and the needs of all classes of shipping".

Given the continued development of the GMDSS and the attention being given to ensuring that recreational and other small vessels, especially those that remain within a nation's territorial waters, can participate effectively, it is essential that this item is retained on the definitive agenda for the following WRC.

IMO's position

IMO notes with satisfaction that matters related to maritime distress and safety communications are placed on the preliminary agenda for the following WRC (WRC-05/06). IMO strongly recommends these agenda items are retained on the final agenda for the following WRC.

____________
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