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Annex: 1

Annex

ABU position on WRC-03 agenda items 1.2 and 1.23 

Subsequent to the Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM–02), the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) has reviewed its position related to WRC-03 agenda items. The ABU position on the HF broadcasting related agenda items 1.2, 1.23 and 1.36 is provided in the following.

Agenda item 1.2: 
Date of Entry and Usage of WARC-92 HFBC Extension Bands, and 


Introduction of Digital Emissions in HF Broadcasting Bands

•
Usage and Date of Entry to WARC-92 HFBC Extension Bands

Provision 5.134, as modified in the CPM Report, aims to promote use of digital modulation for broadcasting in the relevant bands when available in April 2007 and at the same time does not preclude use of this spectrum by double-sideband (DSB) services. This is totally consistent with the ABU viewpoint.
ABU Position

1
The ABU supports the CPM-02 text for No. 5.134, as under:

MOD


5.134
The bands 5 900-5 950 kHz, 7 300-7 350 kHz, 9 400-9 500 kHz, 11 600‑11 650 kHz, 12 050-12 100 kHz, 13 570-13 600 kHz, 13 800-13 870 kHz, 15 600-15 800 kHz, 17 480‑17 550 kHz and 18 900-19 020 kHz are allocated to the broadcasting service as from 1 April 2007 and are subject to the procedure of Article 12. Administrations are encouraged to use these bands to facilitate the introduction of digitally modulated emissions in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 517 (Rev.WRC-03).
2
In reference to Footnote Nos. 5.136, 5.143, 5.146, 5.147 and 5.151, concerned administrations should take all measures (outlined in § 5.1.1 of the CPM Report) so that the broadcasting service in the relevant bands is not unduly constrained after 1 April 2007. 
•
Introduction of Digital Emissions in HFBC Bands

All that needs to be done by WRC-03 to permit digital HFBC transmissions is to put in place the requisite regulatory and procedural arrangements. For this purpose the CPM has recommended a set of ITU regulatory provisions which, if adopted by WRC-03, will pave the way for introduction of digital shortwave services in all the frequency bands allocated to HFBC. These provisions are: a new Recommendation [YYY WRC-03], Resolution 517 (revised), Appendix 11 (revised), Recommendation 517 (revised), Article 23 (revised) and Resolution 535 (revised). Resolution 537, and Recommendations 515 and 519 remain no longer relevant and need to be suppressed. The example of the new Recommendation [YYY WRC-03] included in the CPM Report cannot provide absolute values of RF protection ratios essential for practical purposes. 

ABU Position

1
Digital emissions should be permitted in all bands allocated to HF broadcasting, including in the WARC-92 bands, employing the digital system in Rec. ITU-R BS.1514. A long period would be needed for introduction of digital broadcasting, taking into account cost impact on replacement of transmitters and receivers.
2
The ABU supports the text of Resolution 517, as modified in the CPM Report, as it generally reflects the ABU position on this issue. 

3
The ABU has concerns on retaining references to SSB emissions as this technology is no longer relevant, noting that no SSB services have ever been operated.

4
The ABU supports the text of the CPM-02 revised version of Appendix 11, Article 23 and Resolution 535. 

5
Suppression of Resolution 537, and Recommendations 515 and 519, as recommended by CPM-02, is also supported.

6
The ABU is of the view that it is essential to establish a version of the new Recommendation [YYY WRC-03] expressing absolute values of RF protection ratios to serve practical purposes.

***

Agenda item 1.23: Harmonizing Allocations for Amateur service at 7 MHz

Currently, around 7 000 KHz the amateur service has an unbalanced allocation between Regions 1 and 3 and Region 2, as shown below:

	Frequency/
Region
	7 000-7 100 KHz
	7 100-7 300 KHz
	7 300-7 350 KHz

	Regions 1 and 3
	Amateur
(Amateur Satellite)
	Broadcasting
	Broadcasting

	Region 2
	Amateur
(Amateur Satellite)
	Amateur
	Broadcasting


The intent of this agenda item is to possibly realign the regional allocations and provide a uniform worldwide frequency band for amateur service. 

Operational Problems and Cost Penalties for HF Broadcasting 

Any shifting of the HF broadcasting band will give rise to several issues. Firstly, this may result in frequencies being out of the tuning range of a sizeable population of shortwave receivers globally. Secondly, the new frequency range may be out of the tuning range of a vast number of currently operational shortwave transmitters. Thirdly, broadcasters and the listener population globally will face considerable cost penalties in implementing the changes if frequencies are shifted. Any shifting of the HFBC band requires a sufficiently long period to ease such penalties. From the broadcasters viewpoint, any sharing with other services should be avoided even in the transition period. This aspect has been outlined in the CPM Report on this agenda item.

§ 5.7.2.1 of the CPM Report points out that there are around 2 500 hours of shortwave radio transmissions every day in the 7 MHz band. Additionally, data from the ABU-HFC regional coordination group indicates that more than 560 transmissions are put out in this band everyday in this region. 

ABU Survey

An ABU survey on impact of possible upward shifting the 7 MHz HF broadcasting sub-band by 200/100 KHz revealed that, on an average, around only 40% of transmitters could operate in the shifted band and around 50% of the receivers were expected to be able to operate in that band. Most significantly, among the responding broadcasters, 75% were opposed to any shifting of the existing band as a result of the proposed harmonization. 

ABU Position

1
The ABU supports Method F (§ 5.6.3.6) of the CPM Report, proposing that WRC‑03 make no changes to the current allocations under this agenda item in view of the difficulties that the broadcasting stations and the listeners will face. 

2
The ABU view is that any change to the current allocation for HF broadcasting in the 7 MHz band, purely because of harmonization of other allocations, is undesirable. On the other hand, some common solution which would satisfy both agenda items 1.23 and 1.36 may arise in the course of the Conference.
3
Methods A, B, C, D and E described in the CPM Report do not fully provide for transition methodologies in respect of potentially affected services including Fixed, Mobile, Land Mobile, Broadcasting and Amateur. In the absence of this essential information, WRC-03 should not consider these methods as viable options to meet the requirement of agenda item 1.23.  

______________







• For reasons of economy, this document is being provided on CD-ROM.  Participants are therefore kindly asked •
to bring their personal copies to the meeting since no others can be made available. 
A CD-ROM containing all preparatory documents will be provided to each participant on arrival.
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