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Annex: 1

annex

ABU position on WRC-03 agenda item 1.36
The ABU position on the HF broadcasting related agenda item 1.36 is provided in the following.

Agenda item 1.36: Assessment of adequacy of frequency spectrum for HF broadcasting services

This agenda item asks the conference to make an assessment of whether the allocated frequency bands for HF broadcasting (HFBC) services between 4-10 MHz are adequate.

Congestion in HFBC bands

Over the past several decades, the HF broadcasting spectrum between 4 and 10 MHz has been found to be inadequate. These bands are used for short- and medium-range coverage (up to 2 000 km) during daytime and also support longer-range services at night. More recently, HF broadcasters have attempted to improve reliability of their services by using short distance, single hop transmissions in the lower frequency bands, replacing classical long distance multi‑hop transmissions.

The HF broadcasting statistics show that the broadcast bands below 10 MHz are congested even at the high level of sunspot activity and the situation will be worse in the bands below 10 MHz as sunspot activity declines.

Statistics demonstrate additional spectrum need

A comprehensive study of the use of the HF bands for broadcasting, aided by information available from the regional HFBC coordination organizations, demonstrates that the total shortfall in spectrum in the 6, 7 and 9 MHz broadcasting bands is at least 250 kHz if the objective is limited just to eliminating co‑channel collisions. However, up to 800 kHz would be needed to eliminate adjacent channel collisions as well. In addition, practical experience in planning confirms this analysis.

ABU position

1
Statistics provided in the CPM Report have conclusively demonstrated that severe congestion exists in the frequency bands between 4 and 10 MHz allocated to HF broadcasting service. In view of this, WRC-03 should clearly endorse the need for additional spectrum allocation to this service in the relevant bands, asking WRC-07 to make the necessary allocations.

2
The text and the recommendations in the CPM Report on agenda item 1.36 are totally consistent with the ABU view on the subject. 

3
The ABU generally supports draft Resolution [XXX] recommended in Annex 5.7.1 of the CPM Report.

4
If an option arises in the course of WRC-03, the conference should decide on the future spectrum allocation for the broadcasting service to be implemented on a realistic date. 

5
The ABU opposes any use of the Tropical bands other than those specified in No. 5.113.

____________







• For reasons of economy, this document is being provided on CD-ROM. Participants are therefore kindly asked •
to bring their personal copies to the meeting since no others can be made available. 
A CD-ROM containing all preparatory documents will be provided to each participant on arrival.
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