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Annex: 1

ANNEX

IARU position on WRC-03 agenda items
related to the amateur and amateur-satellite services

As the international organization Sector Member representing the interests of the three million licensees in the amateur and amateur-satellite services worldwide, the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) respectfully submits its position on the following WRC-03 agenda items and requests Member States to take these views into account when deciding the issues of the agenda items cited. For additional details, reference should be made to the CPM Report.

Agenda item 1.1

A number of country footnotes apply to frequency bands or band segments allocated to the amateur or amateur-satellite services. Because of the international nature of these services, it is extremely desirable for their allocations to be as consistent as possible throughout the world. Accordingly, the IARU urges administrations to avoid making alternative or additional allocations in bands that are allocated internationally to the amateur or amateur-satellite services, and to consider deleting their country names from such footnotes.

Agenda item 1.7.1

The IARU supports changes in Article 25 to simplify the text, eliminate redundancy, and remove requirements that should no longer be treaty obligations for administrations. See CPM Report, subsection 5.2.1. 

Specifically, the IARU supports the suppression of (SUP) 25.1, 25.3, 25.4, 25.5, 25.7, 25.8, and 25.9.

The IARU supports NOC 25.10.

The IARU supports modification (MOD) of other provisions of Article 25, as discussed in the CPM Report, as follows:

MOD 25.2

These changes to No. 25.2 will simplify the Radio Regulations, clarify ambiguous wording, take into account changes in telecommunications, and eliminate obsolete restrictions while retaining the non-commercial nature of the amateur service.

MOD 25.6 (Method B)
The IARU strongly supports MOD 25.6 Method B, which incorporates Recommendation ITU‑R M.1544 by reference and thereby establishes a minimum international standard for amateur licensing. The elimination of the Morse code skill requirement from No. 25.5 increases the importance of maintaining the other operational and technical standards for entry into the amateur services. Method C, with a non-mandatory reference to Recommendation ITU-R M.1544, is significantly less desirable but does provide useful guidance to administrations. The IARU does not favour Method A.

MOD 25.11

These changes to No. 25.11 will simplify the Radio Regulations by eliminating redundancy.

The IARU also supports the addition of two new provisions to Article 25:

1)
urging administrations to take the necessary steps to allow amateur stations to prepare for and meet communication needs in support of disaster relief; and

2)
authorizing an administration, should it wish to do so, to permit a person who has been granted a licence to operate an amateur station by another administration, to operate an amateur station while that person is temporarily in its territory, subject to such conditions or restrictions it may impose.

Agenda item 1.7.2

To provide greater flexibility to administrations in the formation of amateur call signs, the IARU supports the changes to Article 19 discussed in the CPM Report, subsection 5.2.2.

Agenda item 1.7.3

The IARU has not identified any need for any consequential changes to Article 1. The IARU supports NOC 1.56 and NOC 1.57.

Agenda item 1.23

For the reasons that are discussed in great detail in the CPM Report, section 5.6, the IARU strongly supports a realignment of the frequency allocations around 7 MHz, taking into account Recommendation 718 (WARC-92). Without repeating the rationale contained in the CPM Report, the 7 MHz band is the only band that is available to the amateur service between 4 and 10.1 MHz, and is the only worldwide primary allocation between 3.8 and 14 MHz. As such it must support a wide variety of communication objectives, including disaster response. As noted by the United Nations (Document 28, United Nations position on WRC-03 agenda items concerning matters related to emergency telecommunications), “A realignment of allocations around 7 MHz, ensuring the global availability of 300 kHz for the amateur radio service, would help substantially to meet the needs of communications for humanitarian assistance”.

The CPM Report identifies several Methods that would provide the necessary availability of spectrum for the amateur service. Following stages of implementation to minimize the impact on other services, Methods A and D ultimately provide 300 kHz to the amateur service worldwide without the limitations that arise from sharing spectrum with other services. Method B provides 300 kHz to the amateur service worldwide, but with 100 kHz shared in Regions 1 and 3 with the fixed and mobile (except aeronautical mobile (R)) services. All three Methods resolve the principal problem with the status quo, namely the incompatibility arising from the allocation of overlapping spectrum to the broadcasting service in Regions 1 and 3 and the amateur service in Region 2. Methods C, E, and F fail to resolve this incompatibility.

Accordingly, the IARU supports Methods A, D, and B, in that order of preference, and does not support Methods C, E, and F.

Agenda item 1.38

As discussed in the CPM Report, subsection 2.10.2.1, spaceborne synthetic aperture radars (SARs) represent a potential interference source to the amateur service in the band 430-440 MHz and to the amateur-satellite service in the band 435-438 MHz. The amateur service allocation of 430-440 MHz is co-primary in Region 1 and several countries in Region 2, and secondary in the rest of the world.

The IARU supports Method B, to make no allocation to EESS (active) in the range 420-470 MHz.

Agenda item 4

The IARU supports the retention of the following Resolutions: 641, 642, and 644.
The IARU supports the suppression of Resolution 214.

Depending upon the decisions reached under agenda item 1.23, it may be possible to suppress Recommendation 718.
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