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Annex: 1

ANNEX

NABA views on WRC-03 agenda items 1.16, 1.18, 
1.19, 1.20, 1.21, 1.25, 1.27 and 1.31

Introduction

Based in Toronto, Canada and founded in 1972, the North American Broadcasters Association (NABA) provides a forum where broadcasters can interact to share best practices, discuss common challenges and opportunities and advance the interests of broadcasting. 
NABA is actively involved in issues relating to digital technology, intellectual property, spectrum allocation, journalistic standards, new media operational issues and broadcasters’ use of distribution technologies including satellites and fibre. 

NABA plays a key role representing North American broadcasters as a non-governmental organizational within the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and as a Sector Member at the International Telecommunication Union (ITU). NABA is one of the eight members of the World Broadcasting Unions (WBU).

NABA is governed by a Board of Directors representing the full and associate members of the Association. 

NABA’s Full Members are:

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation/Radio-Canada (CBC/R-C)
CBS Broadcasting Inc.
CPB

Fox Broadcasting Company
NBC, Inc.
National Public Radio (NPR)
Grupo Televisa S.A. 

Turner Broadcasting System, Inc./Cable News Networks (TBS/CNN) 
TV Azteca, S.A. de C.V.

Warner Bros.
and its Associate Members are:

Bell ExpressVu 

Canadian Association of Broadcasters (CAB)
CanWest Global Communications Corp. 
DirecTV, Inc. 

Home Box Office (HBO) 

National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) 

Microsoft
TVNZ Satellite Services
Sirius Satellite Radio

Traditional usage of radio-frequency spectrum by broadcasters include:

–
news gathering (microwave and satellite);

–
contribution and collection;

–
primary distribution (network centres to regional/local/affiliate stations and stations to transmitters);

–
secondary distribution or delivery using terrestrial OTA transmission, MMDS and LMCS, and satellite delivery (DTH and DBS).

This usage is part of the following categories of spectrum allocations:

–
broadcasting service (BS) and broadcasting-satellite service (BSS);

–
fixed service (FS) and fixed-satellite service (FSS);

–
mobile service (MS).

North American Broadcasters, if we exclude international HF broadcasting, make use of:

–
seven frequency allocations for terrestrial broadcasting;

–
three frequency allocations for satellite broadcasting; as well as one FSS allocation for DTH satellite broadcasting.

Representing the majority of North American Broadcasters, NABA has some interest in the following WRC-03 agenda items:

1.16, 1.18, 1.19, 1.20, 1.21, 1.25, 1.27 and 1.31.

Agenda items

1.16
to consider allocations on a worldwide basis for feeder links in bands around 1.4 GHz to the non-GSO MSS with service links operating below 1 GHz, taking into account the results of ITU-R studies conducted in response to Resolution 127 (Rev.WRC-2000), provided that due recognition is given to the passive services, taking into account No. 5.340
Issue

This could result in proposals to share frequency bands allocated to the broadcasting service with non-GSO MSS feeder links. The 1 452-1 492 MHz band is allocated to BSS/BS band for digital radio broadcasting (DRB). DRB receivers are mobile and portable and can be anywhere. Feeder links could interfere with DRB receivers. There are already, in some countries, a number of DRB transmitters operating in the 1 452-1 492 MHz band, and receivers owned by the public. Significant investments have been made in this band.

Position

The 1 452-1 492 MHz allocation, with sufficient guardbands, should be excluded from the frequency range considered for this agenda item.

(NOC) to 1 452-1 492 MHz band.

1.18
to consider a primary allocation to the fixed service in the band 17.3-17.7 GHz for Region 1, taking into account the primary allocations to various services in all three Regions
Issue

Two DTH operators, one in Canada and one in the United States have plans to make use of the 17.3‑17.8 GHz BSS allocation in Region 2. BSS receivers can be anywhere and are more sensitive (because of antenna patterns) to interference than FS receivers. Interference from FS stations in Region 1 to neighbouring Region 2 countries is possible and could cause service degradation.

Position

Protection of a new fixed service allocation in Region 1 must not constrain the use of the 17.3‑17.7 GHz band in Region 2 (i.e. existing and future BSS networks). Studies should be completed to demonstrate that fixed service use in Region 1 will not constrain the use in Region 2 of the currently allocated services.
1.19
to consider regulatory provisions to avoid misapplication of the non-GSO FSS single‑entry limits in Article 22 based on the results of ITU-R studies carried out in accordance with Resolution 135 (WRC-2000)
Issue

Same issues as WRC-2000, ensure that the essence of the agreements achieved at WRC-2000 to protect the FSS and BSS systems in the 12 GHz range are maintained.

Position

NABA believes the existing regulations are adequate and it is in the interest of all administrations to avoid misapplication of the single-entry epdf limit.

(NOC to S22.)
1.20
to consider additional allocations on a worldwide basis for the non-GSO MSS with service links operating below 1 GHz, in accordance with Resolution 214 (Rev.WRC-2000)
Issue

Could lead to sharing the UHF-TV BS band with non-GSO MSS, and seriously limit the flexibility to deploy terrestrial digital television broadcasting (DTV) services and improve coverage availability.

DTV receivers can be anywhere. Non-GSO MSS signals could interfere with DTV receivers as well as analogue NTSC TV receivers. There are already, in some countries, a significant number of DTV transmitters operating in the 470-809 MHz band, and DTV receivers owned by the public. Significant investments have been made in this band.

Because new DTV services make extensive use of the UHF band, which is shared with existing analogue television services, stressful interference conditions already exist in that band. Any additional interference in the UHF band could have a substantial impact on DTV and/or NTSC reception, potentially affecting billions of receivers.
Any interference in that band could affect billions of receivers in North America, and many more around the world.
Position

(NOC) to the 470-806 MHz band.

1.21
to consider progress of the ITU‑R studies concerning the technical and regulatory requirements of terrestrial wireless interactive multimedia applications, in accordance with Resolution 737 (WRC-2000), with a view to facilitating global harmonization
Position

(NOC) No changes to existing Radio Regulations are needed to meet this requirement.

1.25
to consider, with a view to global harmonization to the greatest extent possible, having due regard to not constraining the development of other services, and in particular of the fixed service and the broadcasting-satellite service, regulatory provisions and possible identification of spectrum for high-density systems in the fixed-satellite service above 17.3 GHz, focusing particularly on frequency bands above 19.7 GHz
Position

(NOC) for the band 17.3-17.8 GHz in Region 2.

1.27
to review, in accordance with Resolutions 540 (WRC-2000) and 735 (WRC-2000), the ITU‑R studies requested in those resolutions, and modify, as appropriate, the relevant regulatory procedures and associated sharing criteria contained in Appendices 30 and 30A and in the associated provisions
Position

NABA supports the results of the studies contained in the CPM Report. The BSS plan in the 12.2‑12.7 GHz in Region 2 should not be changed nor affected.

1.31
to consider the additional allocations to the mobile-satellite service in the 1-3 GHz band, in accordance with Resolutions 226 (WRC-2000) and 227 (WRC-2000)
Issue

Could result in proposals to share frequency bands allocated to the broadcasting service, the broadcasting-satellite service, as well as the fixed service (used for auxiliary broadcast links) with MSS systems. At risk is the 1 452-1 492 MHz BSS/BS band for DRB, the 2 310-2 360 MHz for BSS/BS band for the DARS, the 2 025-2 110 MHz and 2 450-2 484 MHz FS bands which are used extensively for electronic news gathering, as well as the MMDS systems around 2.5 GHz.

Position

(NOC) to 1 452-1 492 MHz frequency allocation.

(NOC) to 2 310-2 360 MHz frequency allocation.

(NOC) to 2 025-2 110 MHz frequency allocation.

(NOC) to 2 450-2 484 MHz frequency allocation.

______________
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