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2
to examine the revised ITU-R Recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations communicated by the Radiocommunication Assembly, in accordance with Resolution 28 (Rev.WRC-2000), and to decide whether or not to update the corresponding references in the Radio Regulations, in accordance with principles contained in the Annex to Resolution 27 (Rev.WRC-2000)

Introduction

The proposed MOD to RR 5.208A is consequent to a decision taken after WRC‑2000, making Recommendation ITU-R RA.769 non-mandatory and hence not listing it in Volume 4 of the 2001 edition of the Radio Regulations. This topic is of serious concern to India.
India strongly feels that the above decision, to make Recommendation ITU-R RA.769 non‑mandatory, must be reviewed during WRC-03 for the following reasons:

1)
Recommendation ITU-R RA.769 has been the base document for sorting out various coordination issues between radio astronomy and other services during the past few decades.

2)
The Recommendation has been successfully used as the basis for band-by-band studies. These studies have resulted in a mutually acceptable threshold of harmful interference between radio astronomy and other active services. However, the study has not been done in all the radio astronomy bands.

3)
The 1998 edition of Volume 4 of the ITU Radio Regulations contains Recommendation ITU-R RA.769 as a mandatory recommendation incorporated by reference, by virtue of its inclusion in Annex 4 of Resolution 27 (WRC-97). The 2001 edition of ITU Radio Regulations does not include Recommendation ITU-R RA.769, thus implying it is no longer mandatory. 

4)
It is important to note that the provision RR 5.208A, when it was proposed and accepted, was based on the fact that Recommendation ITU-R RA.769 was mandatory at that time. Deletion of Recommendation ITU-R RA.769 from ITU Radio Regulations Volume 4 dilutes the intended mandatory nature of this Recommendation, which is essential to protect many radio astronomy bands, including those listed in RR 5.208A.

5)
The Administration of India is of the firm opinion:

i)
To protect the interests of radio astronomy service, in those bands where band‑by-band study has not been done (for example, in the bands mentioned in RR 5.208A), a mechanism is vital to specify the thresholds of harmful interference levels to the radio astronomy service. Hence, it is essential that Recommendation ITU-R RA.769 enjoys this status to set mandatory limits until a date when the band-by-band studies yield an acceptable answer.

ii)
In the bands where the band-by-band studies have resulted in a definite protection criterion (as in RR 5.511A (WRC-2000)), reference in such provisions, to Recommendation ITU-R RA.769 may not be necessary.

In view of the above, India proposes as under:

ADD
IND/116/1

Recommendation ITU-R RA.769 should be reincorporated by reference in Volume 4 of ITU Radio Regulations.

Reasons:
To serve as a mechanism to specify the thresholds of harmful interference levels to the radio astronomy service in those bands where band-by-band study has not been initiated.
ARTICLE  5
MOD
IND/116/2

5.208A
In making assignments to space stations in the mobile-satellite service in the bands 137‑138 MHz, 387-390 MHz and 400.15-401 MHz, administrations shall take all practicable steps to protect the radio astronomy service in the bands 150.05-153 MHz, 322-328.6 MHz, 406.1‑410 MHz and 608-614 MHz from harmful interference from unwanted emissions. The threshold levels of interference detrimental to the radio astronomy service are shown in Table 1 of Recommendation ITU-R RA.769-1 (Geneva, 1995).     (WRC-03)
Reasons:
Proposed editorial in consequence to IND/116/1.
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