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1
Opening of the Conference

1.1
The Dean of the Conference declared the World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003) open.

2
Election of the Chairman of the Conference

2.1
The Secretary-General announced that the meeting of the Heads of Delegation had unanimously agreed to propose Dr Veena Rawat (Canada) as Chairman of the Conference.

2.2
The proposal was adopted by acclamation.

Dr Rawat took the chair.

3
Address by the Chairman of the Conference

3.1
The Chairman delivered the address reproduced in Annex A.

4
Election of the Vice-Chairmen of the Conference

4.1
The Secretary-General announced that the meeting of the Heads of Delegation had agreed to propose the following persons as Vice-Chairmen of the Conference:

–
Mrs J. Obuchowski (United States)

–
Mr F. Rancy (France)

–
Mr L. Reiman (Russian Federation)

–
Mr W.K. Chepkwony (Kenya)

–
Mr G. Xi (China)

–
Mr N. Kisrawi (Syrian Arab Republic)

4.2
The proposals were adopted by acclamation.

5
Address by the Secretary-General

5.1
The Secretary-General delivered the address reproduced in Annex B.

6
Address by the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

6.1
The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau delivered the address reproduced in Annex C.

7
Conference structure (Document DT/2)

7.1
The Secretary-General said that Document DT/2, describing the draft structure for WRC-03, had been approved by the meeting of the Heads of Delegation on the basis of an amendment to the terms of reference of Committee 8, to add the phrase “and align” after “To perfect”.

7.2
The delegate of Germany noted that agenda item 1.11 was mentioned in § 7 of the terms of reference of Committee 4 and § 5 of the terms of reference of Committee 5. He considered that it would be better to have Committee 5 take up the allocation-related aspects of that agenda item first, and only then have Committee 4 examine the regulatory aspects. The delegate of the Netherlands shared that position.

7.3
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic observed that the practice, generally, was to deal with that type of problem within the Steering Committee. He agreed that item 1.11 should not be examined concurrently by two different committees, but, unlike the delegate of Germany, he thought that Committee 4 should examine the item first. The delegate of Saudi Arabia shared that point of view.

7.4
The Chairman said that the meeting of the Heads of Delegation appeared to have agreed that any decision by Committee 5 on agenda item 1.11 would remain provisional until such time as Committee 4 had completed its examination of the regulatory aspects of the item. She therefore proposed approving Document DT/2 on that basis, on the understanding that the Steering Committee could naturally re-open the question of item 1.11.

7.5
It was so decided.

8
Election of the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the committees

8.1
The Secretary‑General announced that the meeting of Heads of Delegation had agreed to propose the following nominations for the posts of Chairmen and Vice‑Chairmen of the committees:

Committee 2 – Credentials

Chairman:

Mr J. Edane Nkwele (Gabon)

Vice-Chairman:
Mr A. Krutskikh (Russian Federation)

Committee 3 – Budget Control

Chairman:

Mr B.A. Gracie (Canada)

Vice-Chairman:
Mr S. Glotov (Ukraine) 

Committee 4 – Specified agenda items

Chairman:

Mr E. George (Germany)

Vice-Chairmen:
Mr B. Nurmatov (Kyrgyzstan)


Mr B. Chaudhuri (India)


Mr J.-B. Yao (Côte d’Ivoire)

Committee 5 – Specified agenda items

Chairman:

Mr A.R. Jamieson (New Zealand)

Vice-Chairmen:
Mr E. Sestakov (Moldova)


Mr E. Kosaka (Japan)


Mr M. Bessi (Morocco)

Committee 6 – Appendices 30, 30A and 30B

Chairman:

Mr K. Arasteh (Iran (Islamic Republic of))

Vice-Chairmen:
Mr S. Djematene (Algeria)


Mr J.C. Albernaz (Brazil)

Committee 7 – Future agenda and work programme

Chairman:

Mr A. Nalbandian (Armenia)

Vice-Chairmen:
Mr K.J. Wee (Korea (Republic of))


Mr R. González Bustamante (Mexico)

Committee 8 – Editorial

Chairman:

Mr L. Bourgeat (France)

Vice-Chairmen:
Mr L. Barclay (United Kingdom)


Mr C. Menéndez Argüelles (Spain)

8.2
The proposals were adopted by acclamation.

9
Composition of the Conference secretariat

9.1
The Secretary‑General informed the Conference that the following ITU staff members would make up the Conference secretariat:

	Secretary of the Conference:
	Mr Y. Utsumi
(Secretary‑General of ITU)

	Executive Secretary:
	Mr J.‑P. Lovato

	Administrative Secretary:
	Mr A. Pitt

	Secretary of the Plenary Meeting and Committee 1: 
	Mr R. Smith

	Secretary of Committee 2 :
	Mr P. Capitaine

	Secretary of Committee 3:
	Mr J. Maguire

	Secretary of Committee 4:
	Mr W. Frank

	Secretary of Committee 5:
	Mr F. Leite

	Secretary of Committee 6:
	Mr A. Vassiliev

	Secretary of Committee 7: 
	Mr D. Schuster

	Secretary of Committee 8:
	Mr F. Lagraña


9.2
That information was noted.

10
Allocation of documents to committees (Document DT/4)

10.1
The Secretary of the Plenary said that the documents listed in Document DT/4 were those which had been received prior to the preparation of the document. Documents received subsequently would be allocated to the relevant committees. He drew attention to Document 41, containing an ICAO information paper, which had inadvertently been omitted from Document DT/4. Document 41 should be allocated to Committees 4, 5 and 7. He suggested that Member States should inform the secretariat of any other errors or omissions so that Document DT/4 might be amended appropriately.

10.2
Document DT/4 was approved on that understanding.

10.3
The delegate of Israel said that, in line with Document DT/4, his country’s contributions should be added to Document DT/1 under agenda items 1.26 and 1.37.

10.4
The Chairman said that the necessary amendments would be made.

11
Requests for participation received from international organizations (Document 72)

11.1
The Secretary-General said that, as indicated in Document 72, no international organizations other than those referred to in Nos. 259 to 262 of the Convention had expressed an interest in participating in the Conference.

12
Invitations to the Conference (Document 73)

12.1
The Secretary-General drew attention to Document 73, which was submitted to the Conference for information.

12.2
Document 73 was noted.

13
Participation by observers (Document 16)

13.1
The Secretary‑General said that Document 16 reflected decisions of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002) clarifying the status of observers. Only Member States could make proposals to the Conference.

13.2
Document 16 was noted.

14
Date by which the Credentials Committee must submit its conclusions

14.1
The Secretary‑General recalled that, in accordance with No. 334 of the Convention, the Conference had to verify the credentials of delegations. It was for the Plenary Meeting to decide on the date by which the Credentials Committee must submit its conclusions. According to ITU custom, pending the submission of the report of the Credentials Committee, delegations were entitled to participate and (if they had the right to vote) to vote. He suggested Monday 16 June 2003 as the date by which the final report of the Credentials Committee should be submitted to the Plenary Meeting.

14.2
The delegate of Saudi Arabia, observing that credentials documents sometimes took a while to arrive, suggested that the date should be set one week later.

14.3
The Secretary of the Credentials Committee said that Monday 16 June 2003 had been suggested on the basis of previous experience and taking into account the wish of Member States that the final report of the Credentials Committee should be submitted as soon as possible. The later date proposed would not pose any problem to the secretariat.

14.4
The Chairman suggested that the date by which the Credentials Committee must submit its conclusions be set at Monday 23 June 2003.

14.5
It was so agreed.

15
Working hours of the Conference

15.1
The Secretary‑General suggested that the Conference should adopt the following working hours: 0900-1200 hours and 1400-1700 hours except for Friday afternoons, when the working hours would be 1430-1730 hours. If evening meetings were required, the working hours would normally be 1900-2200 hours.

15.2
It was so agreed.

16
Statement by the delegate of Cuba

16.1
The delegate of Cuba made the statement reproduced in Annex D.

The meeting rose at 1140 hours.

The Secretary:


The Chairman:
Y. UTSUMI


V. RAWAT

Annexes: 4

Original: French/English

Annex A

Address by the Chairman of the Conference

Mr Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union, Mr Deputy Secretary-General, Mr Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, Mr Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Mr Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau, Your Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen. 

It is a great honour for me to be appointed Chairman of this Conference, and it is an honour that reflects on Canada as a whole. I would like to thank you for the trust you have placed in me, and I am happy that I can count on your full support in this connection. Together, we will make effective decisions in the best tradition of the Union. I promise that I will do my utmost to achieve this goal, but I am counting above all on your cooperation.

As you know, this Conference will deal with issues covering a wide frequency range and concerning a wide variety of services that the public relies on for such essentials as health, information, education, security and safety. The decisions we take here on the Radio Regulations are critical to our administrations, to the whole telecommunication industry and for the many other important uses of the radio frequency spectrum. These decisions will promote connectivity, directly affect the lives of our citizens and would have important economic impacts in each of our countries.

Ladies and gentlemen we have before us a very big agenda. The sheer size of the agenda – 48 agenda items – makes it imperative that we work with unprecedented efficiency. However, I am pleased to note that there has been a significant amount of work going on in the ITU meetings and in various regional and interregional forums. Given our time constraints we must make progress on these issues very early so that we can devote as much time as possible to the remaining matters. Hopefully we won’t have many outstanding issues.
If we are to make the necessary progress, delegations will have to work in a spirit of cooperation and compromise. I would greatly prefer us to do our work on the basis of consensus wherever possible, and I will advocate this procedure in my capacity as Chairman.

In selecting me to chair this WRC, you have placed your confidence in me to manage the deliberations efficiently with complete fairness and impartiality. Be totally assured, I take these responsibilities quite seriously.

Colleagues, world radiocommunication conferences are among the very highest priority items of the ITU. On this item I am convinced there is total consensus. Bearing this in mind let us begin our work.

In closing, I have three specific requests to make:

–
In your work throughout the conference, please concentrate on three words which all start with letter C – Cooperation, Consensus and Conservation of time and energy.

–
If you were planning any congratulatory remarks for my chairmanship, I sincerely request you to save them for the end of this Conference.

–
Lastly, you can, without any hesitation, address me as Chairman or Madame Chairman, the choice is yours.

Original: English

annex b

Address by the Secretary-General

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is with pride and great pleasure that I welcome you to Geneva and now open this very significant ITU conference.

Madame Chairman, 

I would like to congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the 2003 World Radiocommunication Conference. You have participated in a number of previous radiocommunication conferences and I am sure that through your experience you know what your task entails and what is at stake. I wish you the very best of luck.

The WRC is a conference that adopts treaty texts. The decisions made here will affect the lives of many people in all countries of the world. In the past, many worldwide radio systems were introduced based on the decisions of radio conferences such as this one. We all know that the decisions of WRCs ensure that frequency bands are properly allocated to the various services which allow people, as well as the PCs in front of you, to communicate without wire and without interference. Proper allocations and procedures make it possible for airplanes to fly on time and stay on route. Casualties at sea can be rescued quickly. People can watch a variety of TV programmes almost anywhere and everywhere. There are many more such results in the interest of humankind and they all depend on the decisions of WRCs. 
And so I would like to make two requests to you right at the beginning of this very important conference. 

First, I would like to request you all to engage in constructive discussions in a full spirit of cooperation and compromise. This is perhaps obvious for any meeting, but I stress this point especially for this WRC.
This Conference, in many ways, is pursuing the progressive development of a regulatory framework and frequency and orbital allocations established more than ten years ago.

WARC-92 dealt with proposals for facilitating major developments in satellite technology like non-GSO mobile satellites, broadcasting satellites, new developments in HFBC and in mobile telephony.

WRC-95, WRC-97 and WRC-2000 all took steps to facilitate progressive incremental development so as to allow this Conference, WRC-03, to be able to resolve many of the issues. Some of these, for example, are related to GSO/non-GSO sharing, IMT-2000 development, further regulatory improvements for satellite broadcasting, etc. 

Some of the issues to be discussed at this Conference had already been addressed at previous conferences and were left unresolved for consideration at this WRC. Some of these issues are still highly controversial. I hope that this Conference will take all the decisions necessary to resolve these issues and bring us to a new phase of discussion. 

I know that everyone in this room will try to negotiate so as to get the best deal for himself, or for his company, or for his country. But I would like you to go one step further. Please try and get the best deal for all people in the world. Perhaps think about the benefits for the radio community and for the lives of all people. Spending long hours in this building by sticking to your own set positions might not be appreciated at all by our friends working in the radio industries or by the people on the street who use radio devices. Any one of the options under discussion might have the same effect in the long run. Let us be constructive and consider the benefits to all. Let us make good compromises and good decisions.

As my second request, I would like you to think about efficiency in the WRC process.
It was reported to me that more than 2 500 persons would attend this four-week Conference. Two thousand seven hundred individual proposals have been made under 49 agenda items. This WRC is one of the biggest and most expensive conferences to be held in Geneva.

Before we arrived at this Conference, there were two CPMs; there were a number of meetings held in many of the ITU-R study groups; there were a number of meetings held by regional telecommunication organizations; and there were a number of bilateral meetings. An enormous amount of time and effort has already been invested in this process. 

Let me ask you something. Is it worth it? When this Conference is over, will each of the 2 500 participants be able to say that it was a very productive process? Will many participants be able to explain to their colleagues and bosses what can be derived from the decisions of this conference and how such decisions will improve our lives? Will all the efforts that you made before and during the conference be balanced by benefits derived from its decisions?

I am sure that the answers to all these questions will be positive. However, it seems to me, that in recent conferences the costs of such meetings have not remained in proportion to the benefits derived from such conferences. 

I know that the current system was developed a long time ago and was based on long experience. The system has many merits. But it might now be the time to review it and to think about what the real objectives of this Conference are, and how we may best achieve them. 

At this Conference, it is important to work very efficiently. However, at this Conference, it is equally, if not more important, to discuss measures for improving future conference processes.

It is in this context that some interesting proposals were presented at the Council. The Council did not discuss the issue deeply for it considered that it was the WRC that was in the best position to discuss WRC working methods. It is now up to this WRC-03 to tackle the issue. 

Let us make world radio conferences more efficient and more relevant. 

Since we spend so much time and effort on these matters, we should be able to say to our families, friends, and neighbours in our society that because of our work in Geneva, all our lives will be improved. Let us be appreciated by everybody. I am sure that we can achieve all this through constructive discussions with mutual cooperation and with efficiency in the conduct of our meetings.

I sincerely hope that when the four weeks are over everybody in this room will be able to go home satisfied and with something to be proud of. I assure you that I and all the staff of ITU will work hard together with you to achieve this. 

Madame Chairman, distinguished delegates, I wish you the very best of luck for the successful outcome of this Conference.

Original: English

annex c

Address by the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

Madame Chairman
Excellencies
Distinguished Delegates
Dear colleagues and friends

It is a privilege for me to be able to join other speakers this morning in welcoming you all to this World Radiocommunication Conference in Geneva. In particular it is my great pleasure to congratulate you Madame Chairman on your election to chair this important event. It will be a very difficult task given the size and scope of the agenda as well as the range of subjects it encompasses. It will test all of our skills in being able to consider more than 2 500 individual proposals from Member States and within less than four weeks to reach conclusions and decide on final acts to reflect those conclusions.

Dear friends, as you know, world radiocommunication conferences are the supreme instrument in the Radio Sector of the ITU to both maintain but also keep up-to-date the framework for international radiocommunications. As such, this Conference will continue the development that has taken place through WRC-95, WRC-97 and WRC-2000 to improve regulatory procedures and to provide frequency and orbit resources for new technologies and the technical framework for operation of services. I mention this point because it embodies the role of the Radiocommunication Bureau and the contribution the Bureau has made to the preparations for this Conference and the work that we shall all undertake over the coming four weeks.

Since the last conference, the Bureau has worked very hard to fulfil the requirements placed on it through the implementation of resolutions and recommendations and the direct preparation for this Conference. In the last three years, the Bureau has implemented the BSS Plans that were approved by WRC-2000 as well as the work required in associated resolutions such as Resolutions 533 and 53. At this Conference you will consider the results of this work as well as the further regulatory improvements required to ensure the efficient application and use of the approved Plans.

I should mention also the work of the Bureau in implementing Resolution 55 from WRC-2000 to improve the processing of satellite network filings. I am very pleased to note the significant improvements made in reducing the backlog of this work in the Bureau. However, whilst this improvement has been possible, I would emphasize that the complexities of the current regulatory framework remain. This Conference has the mandate and the opportunity to consider improvements in this regard.

Madame Chairman, the Bureau has prepared extensive documents to assist the work of the Conference through my Report that will be considered under item 7.1 of the agenda. That report will be introduced and considered at the appropriate time. However, I would like to draw attention to one part of my Report that provides extensive information on the experiences of the Bureau in the application of the radio regulatory procedures, including difficulties or inconsistencies in the application of the Radio Regulations. I believe that this contribution will be useful to all committees 

and working groups in the Conference in trying to ensure that the Radio Regulations and the texts that you will adopt here will be part of an ongoing improvement in the overall structure and operation of the Radio Regulations.

Madame Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I will close my remarks by an assurance that I and all of the ITU staff will assist you in every way possible in your work over the next four weeks and may I offer my very best wishes for success.

Original: Spanish

annex d

Statement by the delegate of Cuba

As this World Radiocommunication Conference begins its work, bringing together delegates from the Member States of the Union for the purpose of reviewing the Radio Regulations guided by common objectives – notably to facilitate equitable access and rational use of the frequency spectrum and to facilitate the effective and efficient operation of all radiocommunication services – I find myself impelled to draw attention to a new and serious breach of the fundamental principles ordained in the ITU Constitution, and of the provisions and principles of the Radio Regulations themselves.

A few short days ago, the Government of the United States of America used one of its Air Force C‑130 military aircraft to broadcast television transmissions aimed exclusively at Cuba, for political, destabilizing purposes.

The aircraft broadcast its transmissions between 6.45 and 8.45 p.m., using the frequencies of VHF Channel 13, whilst flying at an altitude of approximately 6 000 metres. This action seriously affected Cuba’s national television service, which uses these frequencies among others. Moreover, these are frequencies that have been registered for many years in ITU’s Master International Frequency Register, and consequently enjoy international recognition.

The Cuban authorities have protested against this disgraceful, aggressive action, but thus far there has been no indication on the part of the Government of the United States of America that it is willing to fulfil the international commitments it has undertaken in the area of radiocommunications pursuant to the very Radio Regulations which this Conference is called upon to review during these next four weeks.

For my Administration, it is an indispensable precept that respect for international law is a requirement which must apply to everyone equally, large and small alike – for, as our Government has clearly established, this constitutes an inalienable framework for peaceful coexistence and justice on this Earth.

It is precisely in defence of this fundamental and inalienable principle that I find myself obliged to make this statement at this Conference; and I would ask the secretariat to include it as an annex to the minutes of this plenary session.

______________
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