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Appendix 15 under agenda item 1.14

WG 4C considered the proposals concerning modifications of Appendix 15 under agenda item 1.14. The conclusion was that, on HF DSC distress and safety calling frequencies, the safeloading level may already be exceeded. No change should be made on Appendix 15 under 1.14. Instead, the following note should be included in the Summary Report of Committee 4, leading into a study by ITU‑R SG 8.

Text for Report of Committee 4, to be included in the summary record

It was noted with concern that some HF coast radio stations, participating in the GMDSS, may have traffic on the DSC distress and safety calling channels which already exceeds the safe loading levels contained in Recommendation ITU-R M.822-1, i.e. 0.1 Erlang. The Working Group decided that ITU‑R Study Group 8, should review the current situation with respect to DSC distress and safety calling channel loading. The assumptions made for traffic use in developing the loading studies need to be validated and current levels of traffic verified. If this reveals that the safe levels are in fact exceeded, then Study Group 8 should take appropriate actions to modify the operational use of these channels for testing. ITU-R should advise the International Maritime Organization of this situation and keep them advised of progress.


A. ASHMAN

Chairman, Working Group 4C, Box 139
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