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	Subjects discussed
	Documents

	1
	Additional declarations and reservations
	401

	2
	Signature of the Final Acts
	346

	3
	Closure of the Conference
	-


1
Additional declarations and reservations (Document 401)

1.1
The additional declarations and reservations contained in Document 401 were noted.

2
Signature of the Final Acts (Document 346)

2.1
The Secretary of the Plenary, after explaining the procedure to be followed for the signing ceremony, called the roll of those delegations whose credentials had been found to be in order.

2.2
The first call commenced at 1450 hours and was completed at 1520 hours.

2.3
The Secretary of the Plenary made a second call for five delegations that had been called but had not come forward in the first call: Benin, Malaysia, Micronesia, Monaco and Peru.

2.4
The second call commenced at 1526 hours and was completed at 1528 hours.

2.5
At 1530 hours the Chairman announced that the Final Acts had been signed by 138 countries, as listed in Annex A.

2.6
The delegate of Malaysia subsequently stated that his Administration had submitted its reservations, but unfortunately he had been unable to sign the Final Acts. Malaysia would take the relevant steps to be a party to the Final Acts, including the recommendations and resolutions that had been adopted.

3
Closure of the Conference

3.1
The Director of BR expressed his appreciation to all those – staff and delegates alike – who had contributed to the successful outcome of the Conference, which had set records in terms of the number of agenda items addressed (over 50), participants (nearly 2 300), meetings held (962, with 64 on one particular day), and computers used in the meeting room. A total of 1 329 documents had been published. Record lows had also been achieved, in terms of the cost of producing minutes and the number of pages printed, and he thanked all participants who had helped to establish the latter record by forgoing their right to receive paper copies of documents. Vis-à-vis the conference budget, anticipated savings currently stood at CHF 340 000.

3.2
Most importantly, however, he noted that the Chairman and her team had succeeded in establishing and maintaining an excellent, conflict-free working atmosphere throughout the Conference, as a result of which no formal vote had had to be taken in the course of the four weeks. He warmly thanked and congratulated the Chairman for her outstanding handling of the Conference, which had led to such satisfactory results at all levels.

3.3
The Secretary-General delivered the address reproduced in Annex B. He presented the Chairman with an ITU gold medal.

3.4
The Chairman delivered the address reproduced in Annex C.

3.5
The delegates of Canada, the Syrian Arab Republic, speaking also on behalf of the Arab Group, and Mexico, the Chairman of the Radio Regulations Board, the delegates of India, speaking also on behalf of the countries of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ghana, Germany, Japan, France, speaking on behalf of CEPT, China, the Republic of Korea, Brazil, Cameroon and the Russian Federation, speaking also for the Regional Commonwealth in the Field of Communications (RCC), the representative of CITEL and the delegates of Kenya, Argentina, Malaysia and Gabon, speaking also on behalf of the African Group of countries, took the floor to thank the Chairman and to congratulate her on her perseverance, equanimity, impartiality, efficiency, transparency, expertise and ability to harmonize 

opposing positions, despite the long, complex agenda. Because of her skilful leadership, consensus had been reached on all issues, without recourse to voting. She had set a new standard for the chairmanship of conferences. They also thanked the management team and the elected officials for their contributions. The work accomplished would have an important impact on the development of all types of radiocommunication services throughout the world.

3.6
The delegate of the Islamic Republic of Iran suggested that the Chairman should be invited to chair WRC-07.

3.7
The delegates of Canada and the Russian Federation noted the contribution of the preparatory process within regional organizations to the success of the Conference, although the former warned that care must be taken in future that regional agreements did not infringe on the rights of individual countries or lead to entrenched positions. 

3.8
The delegate of the Syrian Arab Republic expressed the satisfaction of the Arab Group with respect to the responses of the Conference to their written proposals. The outcomes would meet the needs of the Arab countries and would advance development in other countries. He looked forward to enhanced use of Arabic at the next radiocommunication conference.

3.9
The delegate of Brazil said that the regulatory provisions that had been agreed upon would now have to be incorporated into national legislation, so that the work of the Union could be continued throughout the world. 

3.10
The delegate of Kenya said that the introduction of new services in developing countries would relieve the pressure on traditional techniques and protect existing services, thus contributing to development aspirations. She urged ITU to continue to pay particular attention to the needs of developing countries.

3.11
The Chairman, having thanked the speakers for their kind words, declared the 2003 World Radiocommunication Conference closed.

The meeting rose at 1715 hours.

The Secretary:


The Chairman:
Y. UTSUMI


V. RAWAT

Annexes: 3

Original: English

ANNEX A

List of Member States having signed the Final Acts of the World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003)

Afghanistan, Albania (Republic of), Algeria (People’s Democratic Republic of), Germany (Federal Republic of), Andorra (Principality of), Angola (Republic of), Saudi Arabia (Kingdom of), Argentine Republic, Armenia (Republic of), Australia, Austria, Bahamas (Commonwealth of the), Bahrain (Kingdom of), Barbados, Belarus (Republic of), Belgium, Benin (Republic of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana (Republic of), Brazil (Federative Republic of), Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria (Republic of), Burkina Faso, Burundi (Republic of), Cameroon (Republic of), Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, China (People’s Republic of), Cyprus (Republic of), Vatican City State, Colombia (Republic of), Comoros (Union of the), Congo (Republic of the), Korea (Republic of), Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire (Republic of), Croatia (Republic of), Cuba, Denmark, Djibouti (Republic of), Dominican Republic, Egypt (Arab Republic of), El Salvador (Republic of), United Arab Emirates, Ecuador, Eritrea, Spain, Estonia (Republic of), United States of America, Finland, France, Gabonese Republic, Gambia (Republic of the), Ghana, Greece, Guatemala (Republic of), Guinea (Republic of), Equatorial Guinea (Republic of), Honduras (Republic of), Hungary (Republic of), India (Republic of), Indonesia (Republic of), Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ireland, Iceland, Israel (State of), Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan (Hashemite Kingdom of), Kazakhstan (Republic of), Kenya (Republic of), Kuwait (State of), Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lesotho (Kingdom of), Latvia (Republic of), The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Libya (Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), Liechtenstein (Principality of), Lithuania (Republic of), Luxembourg, Madagascar (Republic of), Mali (Republic of), Malta, Morocco (Kingdom of), Mauritania (Islamic Republic of), Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Moldova (Republic of), Mongolia, Nigeria (Federal Republic of), Norway, New Zealand, Oman (Sultanate of), Uganda (Republic of), Uzbekistan (Republic of), Pakistan (Islamic Republic of), Panama (Republic of), Papua New Guinea, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), Philippines (Republic of the), Poland (Republic of), Portugal, Qatar (State of), Syrian Arab Republic, Kyrgyz Republic, Slovak Republic, Czech Republic, Romania, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Russian Federation, San Marino (Republic of), Senegal (Republic of), Serbia and Montenegro, Seychelles (Republic of), Singapore (Republic of), Slovenia (Republic of), Sudan (Republic of the), Sri Lanka (Democratic Socialist Republic of), South Africa (Republic of), Sweden, Switzerland (Confederation of), Tanzania (United Republic of), Chad (Republic of), Thailand, Togolese Republic, Tonga (Kingdom of), Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, Uruguay (Eastern Republic of), Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam (Socialist Republic of), Yemen (Republic of), Zambia (Republic of), Zimbabwe (Republic of).

Original: English

Annex B

Closing remarks by the Secretary-General of ITU

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

The WRC-03 is now to finish finally.

When I first spoke to you four weeks ago, I asked you to keep in mind a few questions that would need to be answered when the conference was over. I asked if you would be able to explain to your colleagues and bosses how the decisions you took would improve their lives.

You have dealt with more than 2 500 individual proposals in this conference. There are certainly too many achievements that you are proud of to list them all here. I am sure that you are proud of the work that you have accomplished in areas such as wireless LANs, Public Protection and Disaster Relief, IMT-2000 and beyond, and others. I would like to congratulate you all for your hard work and dedication for the success of this Conference. Your work has an enormous impact on the information society, and the decisions taken here are critical to allowing ITU to help build a global communication system that benefits all of humanity.

However, please speak in your capital in a language that ordinary people can understand. Even I, as the Secretary of the Conference, had difficulties to follow your expert language.

I would like to extend my congratulations especially to Dr Veena Rawat, our Chairman.

She has guided this Conference through a record number of agenda items in a very efficient manner.

She has shown great skill in her leadership of the Conference and her ability to find common ground between different parties and interests.

Her knowledge of the issues, as well as her patience and endurance, are worthy of our respect and admiration, not to mention her toughness and energy.

Her disciplined chairmanship should prevail in all ITU meetings. If the future chairmen follow her example, I am sure that more than half the problems in ITU considered as matters for reform will be solved. Thank you very much for showing a very good example for us.

I have prepared a gold medal (not silver) specially to honour her great service to the Union.

With your permission, ladies and gentlemen, may I present her, on behalf of the ITU, with this very special gold medal? 

Original: English/French

ANNEX C

Address by the Chairman of the Conference

Mr Secretary-General, Mr Utsumi; Mr Deputy Secretary-General, the dear colleague from CITEL, Roberto Blois; Director of the Bureau, Mr Timofeev; the Director of the TSB; Mr Touré, Director of the BDT; your excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

It was a great honour for my Administration and a personal honour for me that I was appointed Chairman of this conference. I should just like to take a few minutes of your time to share with you my experience of this journey that we have made together, and to thank all of you for your support, which has enabled us to reach this point of conclusion today.

I’m going to divide my words into two parts. I’ll thank all the people who helped me in coming to the end, and then very briefly talk about the major achievements of this Conference.

Let me go back to the beginning of this journey and thank some of the key players within the CEPT who started it for me, last July, exactly a year ago, in asking me to do this job. From there on, they pursued the matter, and it went to all the regional organizations. My sincere thanks to my dear colleagues from CITEL, from APT, from the Arab Group, from the RCC and from the African Group, for showing confidence and accepting my nomination. My words cannot describe my appreciation and thanks.

Secondly, let me express my sincere thanks, ladies and gentlemen, to my own Administration. When Dr McCaughern, the head of the delegation, found out that I had been nominated, he, like anyone else in his position, was concerned about losing me from the delegation. But he felt that we would manage, and he gave me the opportunity to do this. In addition, I should thank the entire Canadian delegation, and I mean every word of it, for not only supporting me throughout the Conference but also checking on my health regularly. So, that’s the secret of my energy level, Mr Utsumi.

The elected officials sitting around me at this table: I cannot thank you enough for the words you expressed constantly, in the corridors and everywhere, which, I have to say, meant a lot to me. So, thank you for your encouragement.

I express my sincere thanks to the management team of this Conference. They are the ones who led the work for you, ladies and gentlemen. They are the committee chairs, their secretaries and the entire BR secretariat involved in this Conference. I will thank those people in sequential order. 

Mr Nkwele, Committee 2 Chair, and Mr Philippe Capitaine, thank you for carrying out the most important work, without any assistance from me. You carried out the verification of credentials, and I found the results only in the Plenary. I appreciated that very much.

Committee 3 Chairman, Mr Gracie, my colleague of many years. He’s the expert, as most of you know, in all ITU affairs. Thank you for overseeing the results of the work of this Conference, Bruce, from the financial perspective and carrying out all your responsibilities very professionally and independently.

I come to Mr George, with whom I worked for many, many years in the ITU forum. He’s always ready to accept major challenges. It wasn’t an easy job to deal with the regulatory and procedural matters, excepting Appendices 30, 30A, 30B, which deal with broadcast satellite and fixed satellite 

services. Mr George, your hard work, your determination to achieve consensus and to avoid votes in your Committee, your precise and clear presentation skills and the respect you have already earned in this community helped me, certainly, in arriving at a lot of solutions in your Committee, and I thank you, sir, very much. My sincere thanks also to Mr Frank of your Committee.

Ladies and gentlemen, before I forget, on the back of the pink sheet (timetable) which Mr Smith produced, you have a full page of names of ad hoc group chairs, working group chairs, informal group chairs and the seven plenary ad hoc group chairs I created. I hope I have kept a copy of that pink sheet as a souvenir, and I hope you all take one copy with you, with the addition of the names of the other people who led many groups here. Again, I do not have words to express my sincere appreciation to them, because they are ones who spent all their days and nights in the halls of this building.

Moving on, then, to Committee 5 Chairman, Mr Jamieson. Every time I talked to you, I wished that I had your determination, your coolness and pleasant personality. You addressed Committee 5 with such determination, and you raced to make sure that the Committee 5 work was finished well within the deadlines. I don’t have to say much, because the respect you have in this community and which you earned as Chair of Committee 5 was quite clear and visible from the speeches of gratitude and the applause you got at the end of your Committee 5 meeting. Mr Jamieson, thank you very much. Mr Leite, we have known each other for years, and, as usual, your support, sometimes to me directly and most of the time to Mr Jamieson for Committee 5, was extremely professional.

I now come to Mr Arasteh. I get mad with him sometimes, but I’m not mad with him today. He had one objective in his Committee 6. He knew that I knew nothing about Appendices 30 and 30A, maybe a little about 30B. His objective, at least from my perspective (he may have had other objectives), was not to send to Plenary any document containing even one square bracket. Well, sir, I can only say that you were 100% successful. Your determination, level of energy (and in that context I would love to know the brand of vitamins you take, sir) and enthusiasm helped a lot for the Committee 6 work. But you worked not only in Committee 6 but also represented your delegation in Committee 4. I remember well your condition that those two committees should never meet in parallel. You worked outside in formal and informal meetings to achieve compromises and consensus to the maximum extent possible. I thank you for that. Your able secretary Mr Alex Vassiliev was very helpful, with a very pleasant personality, and advanced the work of this Committee tremendously. 

I come to Mr Nalbandian, Committee 7 Chair. He had a very difficult task. The preparation of the agenda for the next conference was no joke. You had a big challenge, sir, on your hands, and your extreme hard work and eternal optimism brought us to what is, in my view, a very reasonably balanced agenda for WRC-07. Your secretary, Mr Schuster: many thanks for your hard work and long hours to advance the work of Committee 7.

Mr Bourgeat and Mr Lagraña and your team: I think all of us who have done these conferences know that without the work of the editorial group, Committee 8, we would have had no output to take home to our respective countries today. They worked not only days, but also nights and weekends. I thank you, sir, and your team very much.

This was the team up front, but we also had the large infrastructure that the ITU provided to support the Conference. Let me start with Mr Roger Smith and let him know how well everything was planned, organized and implemented. Mr Smith, I heard in the corridors all the time that the Conference was running very smoothly. It was due to you, sir, and your team. Certainly, I considered you not only my right hand but also my left hand and many times even my legs. Thank you very much, sir. 

As part of this infrastructure, we also had the interpreters, the documentation staff led by Linda Kocher and everyone else on the team too numerous to mention, but without whom we would not have this output. The Conference would have been finished but we would not have had the output we have. I also have to thank you for providing me with one of your best, most pleasant and caring assistants, Deborah Steel. Thank you very much.

That is the part of my address for expressing my appreciation to everybody who supported me. If I have forgotten somebody, I apologize, but I give you my heartfelt thanks.

I’d like now to turn to some of the key achievements of this Conference. Mr Utsumi has already mentioned some. We had 51 agenda items: 48 formal items and three additional issues to deal with. Every agenda item was important, certainly from somebody’s perspective. I want to highlight some of the decisions, which doesn’t mean the others were not important. They are the decisions for 5 GHz RLANs, for additional capacity for research in the 14 GHz band, for high-density fixed-satellite service, Internet on airplanes, the recognition of the need for harmonization of spectrum for public safety, new provisions for radionavigation satellite systems, and earth stations on board vessels (my favourite topic). The additional bandwidth for amateurs is the first step towards balancing the interests of amateurs and broadcasting services around 7 MHz. It’s my understanding that this issue has been in play since the WARC in 1979. So, my congratulations to all those people who worked on that topic. We also made provisions for a number of new services: HAPS, BSS for sound. I could go on, but I think you know it all.

I’m sure we all agree that these decisions will have a very positive and significant impact, not only on the telecommunication industry, the service providers, the people who are in the business of making money, but on every citizen of this world.

Before I close, I would like to remember one principle that we adopted throughout the Conference and that led us on day by day. That was that every decision we made here would enable new services, new technologies to get out there and give an opportunity for their implementation. The rest, we all know, the marketplace will have to take care of. While we were meeting with that objective, we were constantly reminded and we reminded ourselves that when we are looking at these new services, we must not forget the existing uses. It became a line I shall not forget: we cannot put undue restraints on the use of the spectrum by the existing services. That was a line used throughout the Conference. 

Finally, I would like to thank you all for your support and your contribution to the success of the Conference.

I thank you for your attention.

And, in thanking you, I wish you all a safe return to your respective countries.
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