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Proposals are presented below on the improvement of working methods of ITU-R Study Groups in connection with the transition to use all six official and working languages of the Union on an equal footing, in conditions of ITU budget reduction and in line with discussion on further reduction of the number of ITU-R Study Groups by their merging.

1
Translation and interpretation during Study Group activities

All activities of Working Parties and Task Groups should be carried out entirely in one language. Working Parties and Task Groups are transferring to Study Groups drafts of new and revised recommendations in one language.  After positive decisions of a Study Group meeting (conducted with interpretation in all six languages – see below) concerning a draft of a new or revised recommendation, the draft is translated into all six languages for further proceeding, in accordance with section 10 of Resolution ITU-R 1-4.

Interpretation at Study Group meetings should be carried out in all six official and working languages unless one or another language will not be requested by relevant groups of administrations. 

2
Renewal activities of Study Group "Vocabulary"

It seems useful to renew full-scale activity of Study Group "Vocabulary" (by transforming the existing Coordination Committee for Vocabulary - CCV) with the purpose of development of six-language recommendations on terminology on the basis of existing trilingual ones. What is more, plenty of new terms have recently appeared which demand precise definition and unequivocal use in all six languages of the Union.  Therefore Study Group "Dictionary" should carry out work on the development of precise uniform terminology and clear unambiguous definitions for simplification of translations and understanding of texts.

This new Study Group should be headed by a Chairman and five Vice-chairmen who, as a whole, would be representatives of all six official and working languages of the Union. This Study Group should be created for the period necessary for the development and approval of six-language recommendations and completing the above-mentioned works on a new terminology, and then it can again be transformed into the Coordination Committee for Vocabulary. 

3
Merging of Study Groups

The Radiocommunication Assembly, Geneva, 2003, invited RAG to consider the problem of expediency of the further reduction of the number of Study Groups by their merging. 

Previously carried out activities on Study Group merging pursued the purpose of cost cut outs and from this point of view it is necessary to analyse that economy (if any) which was formed from the merger of former SG 10 and 11 to new SG 6. At the forthcoming RAG meeting it is proposed to hear information from Radiocommunication Bureau on the issue.

If essential economy from merging of the former Study Groups 10 and 11 to the new 6 has not taken place, the further merging of Study Groups can be counted inexpedient, because from the operational point of view functioning of an extremely big Study Group meets significant difficulties.

ITU-R Study Groups have been invited by the Radiocommunication Assembly, Geneva, 2003 to consider a question on the further merging of the Study Groups and to give RAG their opinions with the indication of advantages and disadvantages of such a merger.

In the September 2004 meeting of Study Group 9, there were no proposals on changing this Study Group status.
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