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1
Background
The Radiocommunication Assembly, RA-07, will be held in Geneva during the period 15-19 October 2007. In accordance with Article 13 of the Constitution, Article 8 of the Convention and the working methods of the Assembly as described in Resolution ITU-R 1-4, the responsibilities of RA-07 are to:

· review the results of the previous study period;

· define the structure of the Study Groups and establish their work programmes for the period up to the next Assembly based on a review of existing and new Questions;

· review the ITU-R Resolutions and approve new or revised ones;

· approve draft ITU-R Recommendations submitted to the Assembly;

· confirm or elect chairmen and vice-chairmen for the ITU-R Study Groups, the SC, the CCV, the CPM and the RAG.

The principal output of the Assembly is a compilation of the approved ITU-R Resolutions which must be available prior to the close of the Assembly.
2
Expected participation and document work-load
The following figures are estimates based on the experience of previous Assemblies:

· number of participants: approximately 500

· number of contributions (PLEN documents): approximately 90
· number of “pink” documents from Study Groups: 40 – 50
3
Structure of the Assembly

Based on previous Assemblies, it is expected that, in addition to the Plenary, the business will be conducted in five Committees:
· Steering
· Budget control
· Editorial
· Structure and Work Programme of the Study groups
· Working methods of the Study Groups
4
Time management of the Assembly

The Assembly will have before it many issues associated with ITU-R Resolutions. There is an expectation that the working methods of the Study Groups will undergo a thorough review. In addition, there will be draft Recommendations brought to the Assembly as a result of difficulties encountered with their adoption by the Study Groups. 

The future work programmes of the Study Groups have to be agreed which, in turn, involves the approval of over 300 Questions. Moreover, the structure of the Study Groups themselves will be under detailed examination in order to optimize the efficiency of ITU-R in the light of continuing financial limitations and to ensure that the structure is commensurate with today’s radiocommunication technologies. Once the structure is adopted, the chairmen and vice-chairmen of the Study Groups, (as well as of the SC, CPM and RAG), must be elected for the following period.
As has been found in the past, the Assembly will face difficulties in completing this heavy work-load within the time available. Even with evening sessions, the number of meetings of the “main” Committees (4 and 5) will need to be limited to five or six each in order to allow adequate time for discussion in Plenary, as well as the holding of meetings of the Steering Committee, the Budget Control Committee and Heads of Delegation.
5
Suggestions for consideration
The following are examples of possible means to optimize the time available:

· The consideration of “pink” documents in Plenary should be devoted almost entirely to those containing draft Recommendations or Resolutions. Following the practice at RA-03, the oral presentation of Chairmen’s reports should be severely limited (to about 3 minutes);
· The status of Questions (pink Document X/1003) should be immediately referred to Committee 4 for consideration and not be discussed in Plenary;
· The preparation of substantial revisions to major Resolutions, e.g. Resolution ITU-R 1-4, should be undertaken before the Assembly through mechanisms such as Correspondence Groups;

· Difficulties encountered with draft Recommendations at the Assembly should be resolved in ad-hoc drafting groups in order to save the time of Plenary.

6
Summary records

In accordance with the decisions of PP-02, summary records have been abolished except for plenary sessions of treaty conferences and RRB. As a consequence, Radiocommunication Assemblies no longer enjoy the services of précis writers. At RA-03, short summary records giving the main results of Plenary were written by staff of the BR Study Group Department and it is assumed that the same practice will be followed at RA-07. The summary records often contain statements from administrations present, typically relating to Recommendations approved by the Assembly. In order not to delay unnecessarily the completion of the summary records, it would be appreciated if such statements be made available to the Bureau as soon as possible after the Plenary at which they were made.
_____________________
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