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Introduction

The recent decisions of RA-07 on the reorganization of some Study Groups have highlighted a number of delicate regulatory constraints. This document aims to draw the attention of RAG on the situation related to the transition from a Study Group internal organization existing in the previous study period to a new one, made necessary by decisions of RA-07. That transition should be implemented in a way to fully comply with Resolution 1, and to also minimize disorientation and confusion to participants in the forthcoming block meetings. 
Regulatory constraints

Extensive discussions took place at the Radiocommunication Assembly RA-07 regarding the maximum allowable number of Working Parties per Study Group. Although no specific limit is given, § 2.5 of Resolution ITU-R 1-5 indicates that:

“2.5
The Study Groups will normally set up Working Parties to study the Questions assigned to the Study Group. Working Parties are understood to exist over an undefined period to answer Questions put before the Study Group. Each Working Party will study Questions and will prepare draft Recommendations and other texts for consideration by the Study Group. To limit the resource impact on the Radiocommunication Bureau, Member States, Sector Members and Associates, a Study Group shall establish by consensus and maintain only the minimum number of Working Parties, normally three or four Working Parties.” (emphasis added).

As a consequence, in order to comply with the above requirements and at the same time to identify those groups that may be involved with matters arising from decisions of the WRC-07, a number of Study Group Chairmen have identified “proposed” or “interim” internal organizations (i.e. Working Parties) for their Study Groups. Such “proposed” or “interim” organizations can be found now in the relevant ITU webpages.

However, Resolution ITU-R 1-5 also indicates that the establishment of Working Parties is an action in the capacity of the concerned Study Group, as it states that:
“2.2
The work of each Study Group, within the scope defined in Resolution ITU-R 4, shall be organized by the Study Group itself on the basis of proposals by its Chairman in consultation with the Vice-Chairmen.” (emphasis added).

Repercussions on the internal structure of Study Groups

Based on Resolution ITU-R 1-5, it appears that, until a Study Group will approve its new structure, the structure that was in force at the end of the previous study period will remain in force, since it is the only one that has been formally approved by the Study Group itself. 

Whatever new structure may be identified and proposed by the relevant Chairman, it should be considered as an interim proposal from the Chairman himself, subject to further discussions and final approval by the Study Group.

This means that any Working Party identified in a “proposed” or “interim” new structure would not have the official status required for it to submit to the parent Study Group: “draft Recommendations and other texts prepared by Task Groups or Working Parties”, as foreseen in §§ 7.2 and 2.5 of Resolution ITU-R 1-5. 

It also means that any Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen appointed on a “proposed” or “interim” basis to manage the Working Parties so proposed will act without the approval of the Study Group itself.

Conclusions

From the above considerations it appears that, pending a relevant decision of each Study Group on its new internal organization, the old organization in Working Parties (with their Chairmen and Vice‑Chairmen) should be considered to still be in force at the next block meetings, contributions should still be addressed to the relevant Groups in the old organization, and the old organization should be the one posted on the relevant ITU webpages. Since this is not the case for some Study Groups at this time, it is advisable that the relevant ITU webpages should be modified to reflect the old organization of those Study Groups that did not yet have an opportunity to hold a formal meeting and to discuss and approve their new structure.
This approach seems to be the most viable one in the present situation. It offers a number of important advantages:

•
it fully complies with the provisions of Resolution ITU-R 1-5;

•
ITU-R Members will more easily address their contribution to the correct Working Parties, namely those that will still be in force, thus reducing the workload for the Secretariat;

•
the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the Working Parties still in force will be able to organize the work of their Working Parties in a timely way;

•
new texts developed by Working Parties will be more smoothly adopted at Study Group level, since they would not risk being objected on procedural grounds;

•
Study Group Chairmen will have the time necessary to develop the required consensus on the new organization of their Study Group, during its block meeting.

This document intends to call this issue to the attention of RAG, and to ask for their guidance to the relevant Study Groups.
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