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1
Introduction

This Report is intended to provide status reports and background information on some of the issues that are on the provisional agenda for the 16th meeting of RAG to assist the meeting in considering the relevant agenda items.

Separate reports will be submitted for some of the agenda items.
2
Relevant Decisions of Council-08 (Agenda item 3)

2.1
Financial implications of WRC-07 Decisions
The financial implications of the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-07) Decisions were presented in to Council (Documents C08/5, and C08/79, § 18.3), describing the financial framework within which these Decisions would be implemented. The financial implications, presented for the current budgetary timeframe and the subsequent one, are twofold: i) increase of expenditure to undertake additional tasks, and ii) decrease of income due to modifications for service publications. They relate to the following Decisions/Resolutions of the Conference: Resolution 647 (WRC-07), modifications to RR Appendix 4, revision of RR Appendix 30B and modifications to RR Article 20, Appendix 16 and Resolution 355 (WRC-07). 

The financial implications for 2008-2009 (additional expenditure) will be absorbed within the overall approved appropriations of the current biennium. For 2010-2011, the financial implications (additional expenditure and reduction of income of the maritime publications) will be offset by specific accompanying measures, such as the revision of the pricing policy for publications in line with the actual costs of the publications.

Council took note of the financial implications of the WRC-07 Decisions.

2.2
RA/WRC-11 agenda, dates and venue
Council approved Resolution 1291 (Document C08/89) containing the agenda for WRC-11 and considered possible dates for the Conference and associated Assembly (RA-11), giving the task to the Secretary-General to consider any Members State’s proposal for hosting these two events outside Geneva and propose definitive venue and dates in the next three months. Council endorsed the dates for CPM-11 (14-25 February 2011, in Geneva).
2.3
Cost recovery for the processing of satellite network filings 
The Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) presented Document C08/22 related to cost recovery for the processing of satellite network filings. The report was in response to Resolution 149 (WRC-07) in which BR was requested to present a revised procedure for Appendix 30B (Rev.WRC-07) for consideration of required consequential changes to Council Decision 482.

Council expressed appreciation for BR efforts on this matter and the progress made so far. During discussions, several delegations raised concerns regarding the procedure for implementing the Decision concerning filings received before and after 17 November 2007, and also expressed their wish to consider 1 January 2009 as the date of commencement of the revised Decision 482.

Decision 482 (modified 2008) was finally adopted (see Documents C08/103 and C08/79, Annex D) with minor amendments concerning updates of reference to existing resolutions, clarification relating to the treatment of Appendix 30B Article 8 submissions received as from 17 November 2007 and applications of free entitlement to the submission of fillings under Appendices 30 and 30A in Regions 1 and 3. The date of entry into force of Decision 482 (modified 2008) is 1 January 2009.
2.4
Free-online access to certain ITU documents

Council decided to allow free online access to the Basic Texts of the Union (Constitution and Convention) and ITU-R Recommendations for a trial period of six months starting from 1.1.09 and until a given ceiling of lost revenue is reached (see Document C08/79, §20). Given the difficulties to compensate the income loss of extending the measure to other publications, the proposal to apply free online access to the Radio Regulations was not accepted by the Council.

2.5
Languages
In order to implement the use of languages on an equal footing within the available budget, the Council considered reports from advisory groups of the Sectors and the General Secretariat which identified in detail the documents and publications produced in the different languages, as reproduced in Annex 1. Council decided that the matter will be pursued by the CWG on Languages (http://www.itu.int/council/groups/languages/) and reconsidered by Council-09.
RAG is therefore invited to review this information and provide appropriate guidance with a view to adopting measures for interpretation and translation in the framework Resolution 154, taking into consideration the financial constraints and the budgetary preparation for 2010-2011.
Council noted and endorsed the conclusions and recommendations in the different progress reports on languages (Documents C08/47) and terminology (Documents C08/45, 57, 59).

2.6
Operational Plan

Council approved Resolution 1287 containing the Four-year rolling Operational Plan for the Radiocommunication Sector for 2009-2012 (in Documents C08/31, 75).
3
Study group activities (Agenda item 4)
3.1
Working methods

In the aftermath of the Study Group restructuring decided at RA-07, all internal Working Party structures have been approved, with officers appointed. Where required, ITU-R Questions have been re-assigned amongst certain Study Groups, as has the responsibility for the maintenance of certain Recommendations.
The use of the web-based online ITU Event Delegate Registration System (EDRS) was extended to all Study Group meetings taking place in Geneva from the beginning of 2009. To facilitate its use by delegates and participants to ITU-R meetings, a webpage has been created at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/delegate-reg-info/
3.2
Study Group preparations for WRC-11
Studies on agenda items of WRC-11 have been pursued in accordance with the Decisions of CPM11-1. A meeting of the CPM Steering Committee was held which reviewed, inter alia, the timetable of preparatory activities leading up to the production of the CPM Report and the allocation of items to concerned groups. 
More detailed information regarding the ITU-R preparatory studies for each WRC-11 Agenda item is updated on a periodic basis, as appropriate, and made available on the following ITU web page: http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/rcpm-wrc-11-studies. See § 4.2 below for further information on preparation for WRC-11.

3.3
Some key activities in the Study Groups

· The Study Groups have continued their efforts to develop Recommendations, Reports and Handbooks in support of radio services and systems employed for emergency and disaster situations. Examples include several Recommendations addressing radiocommunication infrastructures and systems, involving both satellite and terrestrial services, for public warning, disaster mitigation and relief. An ITU-R Web page on emergency radiocommunications is available at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/emergency.
· The period has seen an increased awareness of ITU’s responsibilities in the field of climate change. In this respect, the ITU-R Study Groups and BR have taken every opportunity to promote the role that radio services and systems can play in monitoring the climate and in disseminating climate information, as well as demonstrating areas where carbon emissions could be, or already have been reduced due to the implementation of modern ICT technologies. Much material addressing these issues has been prepared by BR/SGD for inclusion in various written and oral presentations on ITU’s activities in the field of climate change. During the period, SGD counsellors participated in the preparation of ITU Symposia on ICT and Climate Change held in Japan (Kyoto) and the UK (London), and made presentations on the use of radiocommunications for monitoring, mitigating and adapting to climate change. ITU-R Study Group 7, together with WMO, prepared a new version of the Handbook “Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology: Weather, Water and Climate Monitoring and Prediction”. A special ITU-R Web page “Radiocommunications and Climate Change” describing the role of radiocommunications in combating of climate change is available at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/climate-change.
· In accordance with Resolution ITU-R 57, work has been initiated on IMT-Advanced. The submission of candidate radio interfaces has been invited, technical criteria have been developed and evaluation mechanisms have been established that will eventually lead to the choice of appropriate technologies.

3.4
Liaison and collaboration with ITU-D and ITU-T, and with other Organisations
Inter-sector activities have been very evident throughout the period, with involvement in meetings and events of ITU-D and ITU-T where topics of mutual interest have been treated. Of particular importance has been ITU-R and BR’s contribution to the five BDT Development Fora linked with the regional preparatory meetings for WTSA-08. These events provided an opportunity to present 
ITU-R’s standardization activities and, in turn, to demonstrate their contribution to Resolution 123 (Rev.Antalya, 2006) in bridging the standardization gap, at the same time being fully in line with the sentiments of ITU-T Resolution 44.

Moreover, particular note has been taken of the results of WTSA-08 relevant to ITU-R activities. These include topics of mutual concern such as climate change and disaster management, the inter-sector coordination for which is underlined in the revision to ITU-T Resolution 57 (Strengthening coordination and cooperation among ITU-R, ITU-T and ITU-D on matters of mutual interest). In turn, the attention of ITU-R Study Groups should be drawn to (new) ITU-T Resolution 73 on ICTs and climate change and (new) ITU-T Resolution 72 on the effects of human exposure to radiofrequencies. In addition, it will be incumbent on ITU-R to monitor progress made under ITU-T Resolution 76 (Studies related to conformance and interoperability testing, assistance to developing countries, and a possible future ITU mark programme), in particular with a view to exploring any future potential of a mark programme to ITU-R Recommendations.  

In connection with ITU-D Study Group activities:

· ITU-R WP 7C provided information to the ITU-D Rapporteur Group on Question ITU‑D 22/2 on the use of radio-based remote sensing in disaster prediction, detection and mitigation - this information being subsequently included in the RG’s final report.
· ITU-R Study Group 1 continued its active collaboration with the ITU-D Study Groups in the analysis of results stemming from the current phase of studies falling under ITU-D Resolution 9 (Rev.Doha, 2006). In addition, SG 1 updated information contained in the Handbook on Spectrum Monitoring – a publication recognised to be of particular benefit to developing countries.
· A Report on the transition from analogue to digital terrestrial broadcasting, approved by ITU-R Study Group 6, is foreseen to be of particular relevance to ITU-D, which in turn is planning many activities in the near future related to assisting developing countries with their migration. 

In addition to events held on emergency communications and climate change, BR counsellors have actively participated in several regional seminars and workshops organized in collaboration with ITU-D and Regional Telecommunication Organizations, covering such topics as the convergence of radio services, digital broadcasting, spectrum management and spectrum monitoring.

Healthy liaison has continued between the ITU-R Study Groups and Other Organisations, with due reference to Resolution ITU-R 9-3 where required. ITU-R and BR representatives were actively involved in the Global Standards Collaboration (GSC), including its annual meeting held in July 2008.

4
WRC issues (Agenda item 5)
4.1
WRC-07 post-conference activities (Agenda item 5.1)
BR pursued its activities related to the implementation of the Decisions of WRC-07. The following table summarizes the main topics covered by the post-conference activities:
	Topic
	Circular letter
	Relevant WRC Resolution

	General

	Implementation of Decisions of WRC-07 and associated transitional arrangements that entered into force on 17 November 2007 or on 1 January 2009  
	CR/279, 11.02.08 
	55, 80, 120, 145, 221, 355, 356, 549, 647, 805, 904, 906, 417, 750, 751, 752

	RR Appendix 30B

	Publication of the updated reference situation of the Appendix 30B Plan and List for the Fixed-Satellite Service
	CR/278, 15.02.08
	149

	Implementation of revised Appendix 30B
(Rev.WRC-07) and Resolution 149 (WRC-07)
	CR/280, 04.03.08
	149

	Notice forms

	Submission of frequency assignment/allotment notices regarding terrestrial services
	CR/289, 24.07.08
	906

	Submission of Appendix 4 information for space services to the Radiocommunication Bureau
	CR/284, 16.05.08
	-

	Emergency communications (Resolution 647)

	Implementation of Resolution 647 (WRC-07): Preparatory steps towards the establishment of a database of available frequencies/frequency bands for use in emergency situations – terrestrial services
	CR/281, 13.03.08
	647

	Implementation of Resolution 647 (WRC-07): Preparatory steps towards the establishment of a database of available frequencies/frequency bands for use in emergency situations – space services
	CR/283, 13.05.08
	647

	Implementation of Resolution 647 (WRC-07): Data formats for submission of information with a view to their inclusion in the database of available frequencies/frequency bands for use in emergency situations – terrestrial services
	CR/288, 17.07.08
	647

	Implementation of Resolution 647 (WRC-07): Formats for the submission of data for inclusion in the database of available frequencies/frequency bands for use in emergency situations – space services
	CR/291, 09.10.08
	647


4.1.1
Software-related activities

Several software-related activities were undertaken to implement WRC-07 Decisions, which are summarized in the following.

· Space services: The activities were grouped into three main tasks, i.e., update of the examination tools for unplanned services (AP8, AP7, PFD, etc.); update of database and associated capture/validation tools (V6 database SpaceCap, including AP30B), SpaceVal (Including AP30B), SpacePub, SpaceQuery, CFEX, PCOM, etc.); and Appendix 30B (as per Resolutions 148 and 149 (WRC-07)). 

· Terrestrial services: The biggest change relates to the decision that, as of 1 January 2009, submission of terrestrial notices shall be in electronic format only (Resolution 906 (WRC-07)).  In addition, there were numerous other changes, such as adding, deleting, and modifying parameters to be notified.  Implementation required adjustments to the database structure, as well as numerous changes in the terrestrial software. Complete details of the changes appear in Circular Letter CR/289, dated 24 July 2008.

4.1.2
Emergency communications database – Resolution 647 (WRC-07)

In the context of Resolution 647, WRC-07 decided that administrations should consider global or regional frequency bands for emergency and disaster-relief in their national spectrum planning and considered the need for immediate availability of pre-identified frequencies or frequency bands for the very early stages of intervention in case of emergency and disaster-relief.
With relation to its implementation, BR discussed the matter in ITU-R WPs 4A, 4C, 5A and 5B and issued circular letters CR/281 and 288 (terrestrial) and CR/283 and 291 (space); in addition, a website was set up at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/res647.

In order to achieve the objectives of Resolution 647 (WRC-07), it is essential that administrations communicate to the BR, as soon as possible, the available frequencies and information about their spectrum management practices for use in an event of disaster or emergency situation.

4.1.3
Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-07) 
A liaison statement was prepared at the 15th meeting of RAG based on a document submitted by the Republic of Colombia on Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-07). As requested by the RAG, this liaison statement was forwarded to Study Group 4 and the Special Committee (Documents 4/6 and SC/1) for their consideration. Study Group 4 considered this liaison statement at its meeting on 
17-18 April 2008 and agreed that administrations and WP 4A should make contributions and take actions on Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-07). At its meeting on 6-15 October 2008, Working Party 4A considered a contribution from the Republic of Colombia (Document 4A/110) on this issue and prepared a draft Work Plan on WRC-11 Agenda item 8.1.3 – Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-07). At its meeting on 25-28 December 2008, the Working Party of the Special Committee took note of the RAG Liaison Statement and of the draft Work Plan prepared by WP 4A.

The RRB decided in its 49th meeting in December 2008 that, in order for the Board to do its utmost to fulfil its tasking under resolves 2 of Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-07), it instructed the BR:

· To include, in the Report of the Director to future Board meetings, a report of the developments in the ITU-R concerning this subject along with relevant documents and to forward relevant documents to Board Members as they become available so as to enable study prior to the Board meetings.

· To send a circular letter to administrations repeating the invitation made in CR/279 to contribute to these studies and to the work of the RRB in this respect.
4.2
WRC-11 preparations (Agenda item 5.2)
After the adoption of Resolution 1291 at Council 2008 which contains, inter-alia, the agenda of WRC-11, the CPM Steering Committee met on 24 November 2008 to review the preparation of the Draft CPM Report to WRC-11. The Chairmen of the ITU-R Study Groups, the CCV and the responsible groups were invited to attend this meeting. Based on Resolution 1291 (C08), Resolution ITU-R 2-5 and the availability of the CICG, the second session of CPM-11 (CPM11-2) was agreed to be held in Geneva from 14-25 February 2011. It was further decided that the final draft CPM texts from the responsible groups must be received by the respective CPM-11 Chapter Rapporteurs, with a copy to the Bureau, by 16 July 2010. The meeting of the CPM-11 Management Team will be held in Geneva from 26-30 July 2010 to consolidate the draft CPM texts from the responsible groups into the draft CPM Report. It was foreseen that the meeting of the Special Committee will be held during the last quarter of 2010. Moreover, the CPM-11 Steering Committee updated the allocation of ITU-R preparatory work for WRC‑11 (see Annex 1 to Addendum 1 of CA/171). It was also recalled that an executive summary for each WRC-11 Agenda item has to be developed on a regular basis by the relevant responsible group in the form of progress status reports of the on‑going preparatory studies. This will be used by the Bureau for informing the regional groups of progress throughout the WRC study cycle, in accordance with Section 2.5 of Annex 1 to Resolution ITU-R 2-5. 
The ITU-R Web page for WRC-11 has been set up at: www.itu.int/itu-r/go/wrc-11, where all the regional groups in charge of the preparation for WRC-11 are accessible from: http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/wrc-11-regional.
5
Radiocommunication Seminars and Workshops

In order to provide for a consolidate view of the various Seminars and Workshops organized by directly by ITU‑R or in cooperation with other Sectors, a web page was established at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/seminars.

The following events took place since the last RAG meeting:

Radiocommunication Seminars:

· World Radiocommunication Seminar 2008 (WRS-08), Geneva, 8-12 December 2008
(See press release at: http://www.itu.int/newsroom/press_releases/2008/NP08.html)
· Regional Radiocommunication Seminar, Buenos Aires, 14-18 April 2008
Space Services: 

· 19th International Wroclaw Symposium and Exhibition on electromagnetic compatibility (11-13 June 2008, Wroclaw, Poland)
Study Groups:
· Software-Defined Radio, Geneva, 4 February 2008
Intersectoral:
· BR/BDT Regional seminar on Regulatory, technical and economic aspects of the introduction of digital broadcasting in the RCC countries", Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic, 
25-27 August 2008 

· BR/BDT Regional Seminar on Convergence of radio services, Yerevan, 28-30 April 2008
During 2008, fellowships were provided for the participation to Radiocommunication Seminars to the following Member States: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Comoros (Union of the), Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Dem. Rep. of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Georgia, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Lao P.D.R., Lebanon, Lesotho, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Moldova, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal (Republic of), Nicaragua, Niger, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Sao Tome and Principe, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tajikistan, Uganda, Ukraine, Uzbekistan.
The following events are planned for 2009:

· Regional Radiocommunication Seminar for Africa Region (venue and dates to be defined)
· BR: Workshop on the efficient use of spectrum/orbit resource, Geneva, 6 May 2009 (see website: http://groups.itu.int/br-ssd and invitation letter: CA/178 of 12 December 2008)
· Intersectoral: Joint ITU–Greece (Ministry of Transport and Communications) Workshop on Exposure to Electromagnetic Fields from Wireless Systems, Athens, 5 June 2009
In relation to the regular Radiocommunication Seminars, RAG may wish to give advice on their contents (e.g., emphasis on radio regulatory issues, study group activities, radio technology topics), format (e.g., world and regional, space and/or terrestrial, presentation and workshops), the periodicity of regional seminars, and other relevant matter to improve their efficiency in assisting the membership.
6
Operational Planning (Agenda item 6)
The draft Operational Plan for the period 2010-2013 is available at: 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/operational-plans/ for the consideration of RAG. This plan is structured in a result-based way so as to ensure a complete linkage with the budget and other financial tools of the Union. It also addresses the strategic aspects of ITU-R and provides appropriate linkage with the strategic plan of ITU.

The performance report for 2008 is available at: http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/performance-reports/. It aims at providing the relevant information regarding the implementation of the outputs and activities foreseen in the ITU‑R Operational Plan for 2008. The Performance Report provides the comparison between the realized results and the expected ones as well as the respective key performance indicators. These are specified with each major objective and within each relevant output in the document.
Annex:
1
ANNEX 1
(extracted from Document C08/56) 
TRANSLATION POLICY PROPOSED FOR THE SECTORS AND GENERAL SECRETARIAT

1.
RADIOCOMMUNICATION SECTOR (ITU-R)

	ITU-R
	Languages
	Remarks

	
	E
	A
	C
	S
	F
	R
	

	1. Radiocommunication Assembly
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Interpretation
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Contributions
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	1000 series
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Temporary documents
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Agendas
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	INF Information documents
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Depends on contents

	Lists of participants
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resolutions
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	2 WRC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpretation
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Agenda of the Conference
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Reports/contributions/proposals
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Working/Temporary documents
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Daily agendas
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Administrative documents
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Information documents
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Depends on contents

	List of participants
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Minutes
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Provisional Final Acts
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	3. WRC regional information meetings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpretation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Depends on regions/location

	4. RAG & Study Group
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpretation, RAG
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	                        Study Groups
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Contributions 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	As above

	Temporary documents 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Approval of Recommendations
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. RRB
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpretation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Depends on composition of the Board

	Documents
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Minutes
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	6. Radiocommunication seminars
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpretation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Depends on the location/region

6 L for World Seminar

	Documents
	
	
	
	
	
	
	As above

	Presentations
	
	
	
	
	
	
	As above 
(mostly English)

	7. Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Approved Recommendations
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	ITU-R Reports
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Depends on contents

	Handbooks
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Depends on contents

	Opinions
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Radio Regulations
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	BR-IFIC
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Preface to IFL
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Rules of Procedure
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	Final Acts (definitive)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	HFBC schedule
	X
	
	
	X
	X
	
	Under revision

	Maritime Manual
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Current publication in 3L; in 6L in 2010. (see Doc. C08/5).

	Service publications (maritime)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Circulars in 6L. Publications under revision (WRC-07/APP16 revised)

	Lists 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	These lists will be merged in 2010 (IV with VI and V with VIIA).

	8. Administrative documents
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Circulars
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	

	                                    annexes
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Depends upon contents

	Collective letters:              text
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Ditto

	                                    annexes
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Ditto

	Promotional material and website
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Ditto

	General information to delegates
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	Ditto
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