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At the nineteenth meeting of the RAG, the RAG invited the Director to develop a database, within existing budgetary limitations, that will allow searching for a recommendation in a given frequency band, preferably in combination with information about the radio service and the application covered by the recommendation.
Work has progressed in developing the database, and a demonstration version is available at https://extranet.itu.int/itu-r/rsg/docs for review and comment by RAG. You login to the database using your TIES username and password, as you would to access the Sharepoint.
The database allows the ITU-R Recommendations to be filtered by Recommendation series, number, and text appearing within the title. In addition, the Recommendations can be filtered by Radiocommunication service(s) and frequency range. For the purpose of this demonstration, data regarding the applicable services and frequency range has only been entered for the M-series Recommendations, based on consideration of their title and scope.
It is not always apparent which services may be applicable for a given Recommendation, so it would be highly desirable that the experts in each Study Group undertake this classification activity for the Recommendations under their responsibility. It should be noted that when searching by a high level category of service (e.g. mobile) all sub-categories of that service (e.g. land, maritime and aeronautical mobile) would be included in the results of the filtering.
Similarly, it is not always apparent which frequency range should be associated with a given Recommendation, so it is highly desirable that the experts in each Study Group also undertake this classification activity. For this demonstration, where a Recommendation applies to a number of frequency bands the applicable frequency range has been identified as extending from the lowest frequency in the lowest band to the highest frequency in the highest band.


Consideration has been given to providing a filter for the type of system/application(s) that the Recommendation applies to. For example, for the Fixed service, applicable systems could be classified as:
	Fixed wireless system/Radio-relay system

	Point-to-point (P-P) system (1)

	Point-to-multipoint (P-MP) system

	Multipoint-to-multipoint (MP-MP) system

	Fixed wireless access (FWA) system

	Broadband wireless access (BWA) system

	High density applications in the fixed service (HDFS)

	Trans-horizon radio-relay system

	High frequency (HF) system

	High altitude platform station (HAPS)



Similar numbers of types of systems/applications could be expected in relation to the other services. To implement such a filter, the experts in each Study Group would need to establish the set of system/application categories for the services under their purview and to classify the relevant Recommendations.
It should be noted that some Recommendations do not relate to any particular system, application, service or frequency range or any combination of these categories.
Some consideration has also been given to developing a “topic” filter. This would be a more broad-based categorization that could apply to all services, or be used in conjunction with the service/system/application filter. A relatively short list of general popular topics, e.g. sharing criteria/protection ratios, frequency arrangements, performance, system characteristics, antenna characteristics, propagation, spectrum management, spectrum monitoring, etc., could be established. As the list would apply to all study groups it could be agreed by RAG or by a correspondence group activity, but the work of classifying the Recommendations, including classifying new Recommendations, would need to be carried out be each relevant Study Group. On the other hand, given that a text search facility for the title is available, it may not be necessary to develop and maintain such a topic filter.
In conclusion, RAG is invited to consider the demonstration version of the Recommendations database and provide its comments and guidance. In particular, advice from RAG is invited regarding the desirability of further developing the service, system, topic and frequency range filters, while recognizing that this would require the support of the Study Groups to conduct the associated classification of the Recommendations and to provide updates for the database with information relating to new Recommendations. 
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